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Board backsaway fromproposedplan

By Karen Krien

For months, the St. FrancisBoard of Educa-
tion hasbeental king about buil dingacommons
area and new gym to the south of the present
high school gym. But, at the M onday meeting,
theboard agreedtoback off of theproposed $2.4

to $2.9 million “dream.”

Carl Werner, superintendent, had asked the

Newmembers ===z

architect Glen Strait not to attend the meeting.
He had been concerned about the uncertainty
of school finance and thought the board could
discussthe project and other possible alterna-
tives.
Cliff Raile, board member, said that he was
gladtoseeapauseintheplanssotheboard could
talk about what was best for the school and the

community. Hesaid that theschool hasalways
needed another gym but someof thecomments
he had heard was the need for a community
meeting place and the planned commons area
would have met that need.

BonnieZweygardt, board member, said that
she had been asked why the board was consid-
ering building when the enrollment was de-

take seats on
hospital board

By Karen Krien

TheCheyenneCounty Commission-
ers had a difficult decision to make
whenthey metonMonday. Therewere
four applicantswanting to replacetwo
of the seats on the hospital board. Af-
ter considerabledebateandinterview-
ing of two candidates, the board voted
with there being athree-way tie be-
tween Leon Brethower, Traci Neitzel
and Joy Alderegg. Thetiewasbroken
using aranking system and this time,
Mrs. Neitzel and Mrs. Alderegg were
voted in as the new hospital board
members, each serving four years.

Thetermsof Kelly Gienger and Mr.
Brethower wouldbeupat theend of the
year and Mr. Gienger had already ex-
pressed adesiretobeoff theboard how-
ever, Mr. Brethower, who has already
served for eight years or two terms,
wanted to be considered again for a
third term. While he had been on the

hospital board, he had been the chair-
man of theboard and had seenthehos-
pital bondissuebevoteddownandthen
come back with alower bond amount
which passed. Hewould haveliked to
have seen the clinic remodeling and
new addition and remodeling of the
hospital completedwhilehewasonthe
board. Mr. Brethower wasout of town
and was unable to interview with the
COMMIssioners.

The other person applying for the
hospital board positions besides Mr.
Brethower, Mrs. Neitzel and Mrs.
AndereggwasLaverne Boll.

Joy Ander egg

Mrs. Anderegg hadinterviewedwith
the commissioners for two years and
thecommissionersexcused her froma
thirdinterview. Inapreviousinterview,
shereported that she had moved from
Denver to Bird City several yearsago.

See SEATSon Page 8A

Residents asked
to help children in
need at Christmas

By Karen Krien

Therearestill angleshanging onthe
Angel Trees. In fact, as of Tuesday,
there were still 20 angels hanging on
treesinboth banksand CheyennePhar-
macy just waiting for someoneto take
them, purchase a present for the angel
and bring it back by noon on Friday.
Presents will be delivered to children
in need by Christmas.

Thisisthe 11th year for the Angel
Trees and each year, people from St.
Francis open their hearts and pocket-
books to help some child’ s Christmas
bealittlemerrier. Sometimes, thisgift
isthe only gift the child will get for
Christmas.

The Association to Benefit Chey-
enne County, formerly the St. Francis
Jaycees, isin charge of setting up the
Angel Treesand deliveringthegiftsto
thechildren. Jennifer Boyles, member
of the organization, reported that
around 80 angels were hung with as
much information about the child as
was known.

Ms. Boyleshashungangel tagswith
theageand sex of achild oneach of the
Angel Treeslocated at First National

Bank, Cheyenne Pharmacy and
Bankwest. People are urged to stop at
oneof thetreesand pick atag.

After selectingtheangel, purchasea
gift(s) equaling at least $25 for the
anonymouschild onthetag. Bring the
gift back tooneof theabovebusinesses
by Dec. 20, being sure to enclose the
number listed on thetag sothegift can
gototheright needy child. Itisniceif
thegiftiswrapped or thewrappingand
ribbon enclosed.

Cash donations for the Angel Tree
are also accepted. Thismoney isused
to help give those kids who might not
have as much under the treeto have a
much nicer Christmas and picks up
miscellaneous expenses.

If someoneknowsof achildwhowill
probably not be receiving much for
Christmas, please call 785-332-2344
and asked totalk to Jennifer or Travis.

“If a person takes an angel, please
makesurethat thegiftispurchasedand
delivered by the 20th. If a problem
arises and you will be not able to pur-
chase a gift, please contact us— we
don’twantachildtogowithout agift,”
Ms. Boylessaid.

Commissioners
againstfenceonroad

By Karen Krien

AttheMonday meeting, thecommis-
sionersshowed concernabout acertain
farmer whohad placedanelectricfence
on the edge of a county road and the
water tank was located almost to the
road.

Not only was it impossible for the
county crew togradetheroad butitwas
al so dangerous. Dave Flemming, road
and bridge supervisor, had asked the
farmer tomovethefence. Thecommis-
sionersaskedthat hecontact thefarmer
againand, if hehad not movedit, hewas
to have the county attorney send alet-
ter telling him that the fencewasto be
moved immediately.

Thecommissionersdiscussedtheli-
ability issue and that, if the situation
wasignored, and an accident happened,
thecounty would beliablebecausethey
knew about the fence.

The board would allow the fenceto

bemovedtothebottom of theditchbut
did not want fences going up theditch
toward theroad.

Supervisor Flemming told the com-
missioners about a scraper which was
being sold on the internet and that he
would be bidding onit. Heonceagain
discussedillegal dumping and several
of thepartieswhichhaveillegal dump-
ing on their property whichisspilling
onto the roadway had agreed to clean
up the site. The supervisor will be
checking into additional information
on another site.

The supervisor expressed concerns
about the governor’s withholding of
city and county shared funds. Until
more is known about the states finan-
cial stability, Supervisor Flemming
will not beproceedingwith someof the
planned projects.

Sheriff’sreport
See FENCE on Page 8A

same.

creasing. She was also concerned about what
the new governor was going to do and, in the
end, could the board afford to build.

Principal Scott Carmichael pointed out that
no matter if therewere 15 or 30 kidsin basket-
ball or in the classroom, the prep time is the

“ Just becausewe (thenumber of students) are

not bigger doesn’t mean they are not impor-
tant,” hesaid.

Superintendent Werner saidthat teachersand
coacheshad saidthey thought that thereal neec
at the school was for another gym, not neces-
sarily acommonsarea. Atthepresenttime, sev-
enth grade and junior varsity basketball anc

See PL AN on Page 8A
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JARED SCHAFER had avery serioustalk with Santa beforethe drawingstook placeon Sunday.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Scrip
dollars
given
away

BobHankins,
St.  Francis,
claimed one of
the two $50
scrip certifi-
cates by match-
ing hisredticket
number to one

of the numbers \
printedonPages L
1,2and3B of  ankins

last week’s St. Francis Herald and
Bird City Times. That left only one
number unclaimed and it wasgiven
away during the Christmas On Us
drawing held Sunday in the park in
St. Francis.

Thisyear’ swinnersof $50inscrip
besides Mr. Hankins were: Jeanne
Dunn, Ed Marin, Laura Pugh, Cliff
Semler, Brenda Delano and Becky
McAtee. Thewinner of the$50scrip
in the park drawing was Andy
Beikman.

Other winners were: Bertha
Rogers, $1,000 in scrip; Patricia
Lawrukiewicz, $500; and Tobe
Zweygardt, $100.

It was estimated that around
50,000 ticketswere in the bin wait-
ing to bepulled out on Sunday. That
meant that $500,000wasspendin St.
Francisand Bird City asaticket was
given with each $10 purchase.

Mr.Zweygardt reportedthatinall
of hisyears(andthoseyearsareadd-
ing up), he had never won aprize so
he decided to share part of hiswin-
nings and purchased food for the
county Food Pantry.

Mrs. Rogerssaid that shewasgo
PRIZE on Page 8A

Almost $3,000 scrip, prize given away

By Karen Krien
The weather was beautiful with

temperaturesinthe60sSunday and [

itwasjustrightfor thedrawingsheld
in the band shell at Sawhill Park.
Thisyear, theChristmasOnUspro-

motionwasheldinconjunctionwith

the St. Francis Area Chamber of

Commerce activitiesand everyone o

attending seemed to have a good
time, especially those winning
prizes.

Therewasalmost $3,000in scrip

money and prizesgiven away. The |

ChristmasOnUsgrandprizetotaled |

$1,000 in scrip and was claimed by

Roy Elfersin behalf of Bertha »

Rogers. Winningthesecond prizeof
$500 scrip was Mrs. Claus, better
known as Patricia Lawrukiewicz.
TobeZweygardttook home$100in
scrip and Andy Beikman claimed
the last $50 scrip which remained
from the weekly ticket number
matching. Winner of last year’s
grand prizewasRoneeRei chert, St.
Francis.

WinningtheChambers' three$200
scripcertificateswereHoward Clark,
Kay Jensen and Ed Marin. Thewin-
ner of the 24-inch television set was
MikeMerino.

Theband shell wasfilled and out-
side there were other people just
standing or sittingonthebenches, all
eager toclamaprize.

Theafternoon had started off with
many of the businessplacesopening
at 1 p.m. to help shoppersfill their
Christmaslists. SantaandMrs. Claus
vigtedwithchildrenonthestreetsand
then went to Krien Pharmacy until 3
p.m. when they once again boarded

HOWARD CLARK wasoneofthe$20030r|p given away bytheSt FranmsAreaChamber of Com-

mer ce. Handing him the certificatesis Shawna Blanka, Chamber president. Mrs. Claus (Patricia

Lawrukiewicz) drew thenumber.

their tractor-drawn sleigh (on wheels
sincetherewasnosnow) togototheband
shell.

Roger Jensen and Don Gilliland had
spent part of the day preparing chili
which was served in big cups. Even
though the westher was warm and the
chiliwashat, it seemedtohitthespotand
by the end of the drawing, the pot was
empty.

The Choir Contest had three entries:
First National Bank, the Cheyenne
County Hospital and the Good Samari-
tanVillage. FirstNational Bank employ-
ees, TomKellerandMyraDouthitcame
on foot but were cleverly dressed and
carriedcandles; thehospital crewarrived
inaChristmasdecorated ambulanceand

wore scrubs; the Village staff were an-
gels complete with wings along with a
few shepherdsand rodeonahay wagon.

Paul Rainbolt,committeecoordinator,
hadjudgesstationed at four different ar-
easandthechoirsentertained patientsat
the hospital, residents at the Good Sa-
maritan Villageaswell aspeopleonthe
streetsand at theband shell. Eachdidan
excellent job and the judges had ahard
timemaking their decisionsbut theend
resultsfoundtheCheyenneCounty Hos-
pital staff asthe winner. Scores were:
Hospital 2,214; FirstNational 1,978and
Village2,190.

Mr. Rainbolt said that hewassurethe
Villagewould win but no such luck but
atravelingtrophy will bepresentedtothe

Herald staff photo by Lezlie Hilt

hospital staff instead. Next year, the
plaguewill beonceagainavailableto
thewinner.

Eachgroupwasjudgedonsinging
ability, mode of transportation and
dressor costumeand thewinner took
home$25inscrip. Itwasobviousthat
they werehaving agoodtime.

Santaand Mrs. Claus had to com-
pete with the firemen’sElf Train as
childrenstoodinlinewaitingfor their
turn for aride on the train. The EIf
Trainwasinservicefrom3to5p.m.
when the activities at the park con-
cluded.

Shawna Blanka, Chamber presi-
dent, wished everyone avery merry
Christmas.
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volleyball gamesareheldin the grade
school gym which is small with little
seating. Thereistheinconvenience of
walking back and forth from the high
school tothegradeschool aswell asthe
inconvenience of not having enough
practice gymsfromtimetotime.

Thesuperintendent saidthearchitect
had suggested that theplansbe* scaled
down” towheretheboard could afford
it.

Instead of having a down-in-the-
ground gymnasium that would hold
2,000 people, haveaground-level gym
that would seat 500 to 700 people and
havean 84-foot regul ation-sized court.
Thecommonsares, instead of being ap-
proximately 3,000 square feet, would
beat 8,400-square-foot areaandwould
be morelike alobby, having room for
ticket sales, concessions and rest
rooms.

The cost of the scaled-down plan
would be approximately $1.4 to $1.5
million.

A preliminary sketch of anadditional
aternate plan would expand the seat-
ing withinthe present gymtothesouth
and the west, add some lobby space,
restroomsand|ocker roomstothewest
of thepresent gymnasium. A new aux-
iliary gymnasium seating 500 to 700
peoplewould be built to the south.

John Knodel, board member, liked
theideathat withthecommonsarea, the
rest of the school could be locked of f
and would provide more security. The
scaled-down plan offered that security.

Superintendent Werner suggested
there were several considerationsin-

cluding consolidation and
regionalization.
“Maybeweneedtowait and seewhat

happens— maybeif webuildasmaller
gym, itmay beintheway if weneed a

larger gym,” hesaid.

Most of the board agreed that aplan
needed to bein place and they needed
to know what options they might be
looking at if they decided to build.

Bruce Feikert, board chairman,
asked the question, if they did decide
tobuild, wouldthey wanttodepletethe
Capita Outlay Fund?Theboardagreed
that they did not want to deplete the
fund.

Cost estimates for the alternate are
notavailablebut it wasthought that the
project might be affordable withinthe
school’ spresent availablefunding, es-
pecialyif itiscompletedin stageswith
thegym being thefirst stage.

The superintendent said he would
discussthe matter with school person-
nel and the matter would be on the
agenda for the next board meeting on
Jan. 9.

FENCE

Continued from Page 1A

Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring asked
about replacing a computer in his of-
fice. The fundswere not available for
thisyear but thecommissionersagreed
that a new computer be purchased af -
ter the first of the year. Clerk Terry
Miller saidthat theold computer might
be used as a third computer in the
sheriff’ soffice.

Thecommissionerswereconcerned
about the cost of the office cell phone
bill. Thesheriff saidhewasawareof the
high bill and he and the undersheriff
had discussedthematter. Theboardfelt
that $94.20 bereimbursed by theunder-
sheriff for personal callswhile hewas
attending a training and the
department’ scell phonenot beusedfor
personnel calls unless absolutely nec-
essary asit could, asinthis case, push
the bill over thefree minutes.

The commissioners also asked that
repairstothedepartment’ svehiclesbe
donelocally.

In other business
In other business:
» Commissioner Brubaker asked for

executivesessiontodiscusspersonnel.
No decision was made.

» The commissioners signed the
Household Hazardous Waste plan.

» Thecommissionersagreedto give
employee bonuses with full-time em-
ployees receiving $200 and part-time
employees receiving $100. All are
giveninscrip certificates.

» Danny Schlittenhardt, noxious
weed supervisor, wasokayedtogotoa
West District Weed meeting but the
commissioners denied the request to
“blanket” all meetings — that he
needed to notify the commissioners
before each meeting.

* After discussion, the commission-
ers agreed to comply with the Hays
Daily News' requesttosubmitall min-
utes of meetingsin 2003 and to notify
the staff of aspecial meeting.

* The commissioners selected Traci
Neitzel and Joy Anderegg to serveon
the hospital board.

 Tim Carson, representing Corpo-
ratePlan, thecounty’ shealthinsurance
company, reported that the county had
alow rate of claimsin the last four

years. Herecommendedincreasingthe
county’ sspecificdeductible. Theboard
agreed to the increase but to keep the
employees’ deductiblesasthey are.

* Eric Fiala, the representative for
Western PlainsResource Conservation
and Devel opment, asked that henot be
put downto serveanother term. Herec-
ommended several other peopleforthe
position.

* Larry Gabel, emergency medical
service coordinator, will be asked to
attend the next meeting to discuss per-
sonnel and the emergency medical
techniciantraining class.

* Following the meeting, the com-
missioners, county clerk went with
Supervisor Flemming to view the pro-
posedgravel pitontheGaleWalzland.
It was decided to keep digging to the
north of thecurrent siterather than start
anew pit. If thisisunacceptableto Mr.
Walz, the county will usethepit tothe
east located on Thad Douthit’ sland.

Next meeting

Thenext meeting of thecommission-
erswill beheld at 8 am. on Dec. 31 at
the courthousein St. Francis.

Feedlot owner files lawsuit
against Kansas City meatpacker

By Eric Palmer
TheKansas City Star

Kansas City-based Farmland Na-
tional Beef used its market power to
punishasmall Kansascattlefeeder that
publicly criticized thegiant meat pack-
ing operation, according to a lawsuit
filed in Kansas City.

The lawsuit in U.S. District Court
alleges Farmland National Beef quit
buying cattle from Callicrate
Feedyardsin St. FrancisbecauseMike
Cdlicratepublicly criticized Farmland
and other large meat packers for hav-
ing too much market power.

Thelawsuit seeksactual damagesof
$5,345,000, as well as punitive dam-
agesand attorney’ sfees.

Callicrate’'s lawsuit is similar to a
complaintfiledby theU.S. Department
of Agricultureagainst National Beef in
1999. TheUnited StatesDepartment of
Agriculturealleged National Beef used
its market muscle to retaliate against
Mr. Callicrate. The United States De-
partment of Agriculture dropped that
complaintlastyear after National Beef
agreedtorepay thegovernment thecost
of theinvestigation.

That administrative action did not
keep Farmland from continuing to
refuse to buy cattle from him at com-
petitiveprices, Mr. Callicratesaid. The
result, hesaid, isthat hemust now close
hisfeed yard.

“None of the meat packerswill buy
fromme,” Mr. Callicratesaid. “| have
already let 12 peoplegothat workedin
thefeedyard.”

JohnMiller, chief executiveof Farm-
land National Beef, said Mr.
Cdlicrate’ slawsuit waswithout merit.

“National Beef’s conduct with re-

specttoMr. Callicratehasalwaysbeen
fair and lawful,” Mr. Miller saidin a
prepared statement.

Hesaidthat when Farmland National
Beef settled the complaint with the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture, theagency’ sorder foundthat Na-
tional Beef was not required to buy
from any particular producer.

“National Beef owesanobligationto
its customers and owners to buy the
highest-quality cattleat thel owest pos-
sibleprice,” Mr. Miller said.

Farmland National Beef isapartner-
ship of Kansas City-based Farmland
Industriesinc. and U.S. Premium Beef
Ltd. It operates beef processing plants
in Dodge City and Liberal.

Farmland Industries, the country’s
largest farmer-owned cooperative, has
been operating under bankruptcy court
protection since May 31. But the Na-
tional Beef partnershipisnot part of the
bankruptcy proceedings.

Mr. Callicrate has been an active
critic of the consolidation in the meat
processingindustry, which hasconcen-
trated about 80 percent of that business
in the hands of four major companies.
Farmland National Beef is the
country’ sfourth-largest beef process-
ing company.

Thelawsuit pointsout Mr. Callicrate
wasaplaintiff inaclass-actionlawsuit
against meat packer IBPfor allegedly
uncompetitive practices at the time
Farmland began itsboycott.

Mr. Callicrate said Farmland Na-
tional Beef has the closest meat pro-
cessing plant to hisfeed yard and does
most of the cattle buying in the area.
The company was his main customer
for 12 years before it essentially

HoOt christmas Special From UNICEL

FREE Motorola V60 Flip Phone* After Rebate
NO Activation Fee with $34.99 Plan
HURRY IN TO CATCH THIS GREAT OFFER!!
All weather Products 25% Off
Tuesdays & Thursdays* 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Located in the Poling Chiropractic Office
1-866-SKY-EYES* WWW.DECISIONWEATHER.COM

Your Authorized UNICEL Agent

BOB BIXLER

COMPUTER SALES
AND SERVICE
APPLIANCE REPAIR

785-332-3128

stopped buying from himin 1998 after
he and an employee spoke out agai nst
the prices National Beef was offering
tocattlerancherswhosolddirecttothe
company.

The new lawsuit alleges National
Beef violated the Packers and Stock-
yardsAct of 1921 andtheKansasCon-
sumer Protection Act. The suit says
both acts forbid retaliating against a
critic, boycotting a cattle feeder and
engaging in any act or practiceto pro-
moteamonopoly “includingalocal or
regional monopoly.”

The fact the federal government
settledtheUnited StatesDepartment of
Agriculture scomplaintwithout afind-
ing of fault does not preclude Mr.
Callicrate from filing his own action,
said David Domina, the Omaha, Neb.,
attorney who filed the suit.

Hebelievestherehasbeen no politi-
cal will foryearstoenforcefederal laws
against anti-competitive practicesin
themeat industry.

“This is why other people won’t
speak out,” Mr. Callicrate said. “As
result wearegoingtolose our markets
and our domestic cattle industry. So
much for free speech.”

GRADE SCHOOL CHILDREN, kinder garten through second gr ade, collected food for theFood
Pantry and wer e helping Reva Pownell, Food Pantry coordinator, and Shirley Swihart, kinder -
garten teacher. Pictured, | tor, areLane Lawson, Mrs. Swihart, Mickey Ann Gelhsler, Tristan
Archer, BlakeMeyer, Mrs. Pownell and Cade Bracelin.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien
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Prior to her move, she had spent 35
yearsin nursing but was not retired.

Shesaid that shehad extensive medi-
cal background aswell asknowledgein
management. Shehadworkedincorpo-
rate-owned hospitals and was comfort-
ablewithbudget and cashflow manage-
ment.

Shefelt that everyone neededto bea
team player but when push came to
shove, shefeltthatitwasimportanttogo
ahead with what needed to be done.

She is amember of the Cheyenne
County Development Board, had been
through the L eadership, Cheyenne
County classand wasinterested in see-
ingthecounty andcommunitiessurvive.

Traci Neitzel

Mrs. Neitzel, who was born in the
Cheyenne County Hospital andwhose
mother, aregistered nurse, worked in
thefacility for many years, saidthat she
wanted to make sure that the hospital
and clinic kept on running efficiently.
Asaloanofficer at First National Bank,
shefelt that her banking and financial
experience would help her not only
understand budgets quicker but could
also benefit the board.

She said she was easy to get along
with but had a reputation of speaking
up when she needed to.

“1 want to hear both sides before
making decisions,” shesaid.

She pointed out that females often
had a different view point than males
and thought that the board, which is

Club Clip

Cheyenne County
Hospital Guild

Hospital Guildmet Dec. 2 at these-
nior citizen center with 12 members
present.

Thehigh school music department
presented aprogram beginning with
Keep A Joyful Spirit.

Reports were given. Donna
Northrup announced the meeting on
Organ Donation at the Methodist
church on Dec. 5 at 7:30 p.m. The
meeting adjourned.

The hostesses were Helen Lampe
and Betty L ouden.
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now comprised of al men, could usea
female spoint of view.

Commissioner Tim Raileasked how
she felt about lowering the taxes col-
lected for the hospital if there came a
pointwhenall of thetax money wasnot
needed. She replied that, at this point,
she did not have the experience to an-
swer that question.

Mrs. Neitzel has served on the St.
Francis Area Chamber of Commerce
Board, on church committees and has
been through the L eadership, Chey-
enne County class.

LaverneBoll

Mr. Boll wasof thefirm conclusion
that thehospital neededtoimprovebut
needed to keep account of the expen-
ditures. Several peoplehad asked him
to apply for the board position and,
while he thought he was qualified, he
also thought the job might be bigger

than most expected.

Hewasconcerned about Great Plains
Health Alliancehaving alot of control
andthat Cheyenne County had no con-
trol. In the board’ s five-year plan, he
was concerned about what woul d hap-
penif moremoney wasneeded. Atthat
point, he, Commissioners Raile and
Ron Krien discussed that the hospital
collected $325,000inad valoremtaxes
and approximately $250,000 in sales
tax year.

Mr.Boll sasidhewasnotgoinginwith
anegative attitude and was not neces-
sarily a“follower.”

Hesaidhestill worksonthefarmand
had served on the school board, the
Wheeler Co-op Board and church
boards.

“If | am selected to serve on the
board, | will treat it like my own busi-
ness,” hesaid.

PRIZE

Continued from Page 1

ingtosharehalf of themoney withAmy
Hilt, whose step father took thetickets
to the drawing and claimed the prize.
Amy said she was going to share her
part of thewinningswith her family.

Mr. Hankinsfigured most of hiswin-
ningswould gotothegrocery storebut
wasgladto haveit.

“The opportunity for peopleto win
some big money would not have been
possibleif it had not been for the par-
ticipationof the21 St. Francisand Bird
City businessesintheChristmasOnUs
giveaway,” said Karen Krien, pub-
lisher.

Thoseparticipatinginthe Christmas
On Us giveaway were: Bankwest of
Kansas, Bier' sHometown Store, Burr
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