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recavegrants
for computers

By Stan Dorsch

Public libraries in the Northwest
Kansas Library System area havere-
ceived$112,797ingrantsfromtheBill
and M elindaGatesFoundationto pro-
vide equipment, software, and wiring
for public Internet access.

Bird City Public Library received a
new computer, anew printer, andsurge
protectorsfor existing computers. The
new computer hasaninteractive Span-
ish keyboard.

TheBill and MelindaGatesFounda-
tion of Seattle, Wash., operatesnumer-
ous giving programs, including the
United States Library program. The
U.S. Library Program works in part-
nershipwithpubliclibrariestoprovide
access to computers, the Internet and
digital informationfor patronsinU.S.
communitieswith at | east aten percent
poverty rate. Technology training,
ongoing technical assistance, and ad-
ditional support for grantees are pro-

videdaspart of thegrant becauseof the
pivotal role librarians play in helping
patronsuse computersand navigatethe
Internet. TheFoundationhopesthat citi-
zenswill cometothink of the publicli-
brary not only as achampion of books
and knowledge, but as amajor access
point to the benefits of thedigital age.

All of the public libraries in the
Northwest Kansas L eague area re-
ceived grants. Northwest Kansas Li-
brary System serves Cheyenne,
Decatur, Gove, Logan, Norton,
Sheridan, Sherman, Thomas, Trego
and Wallace counties. Computers
wereinstalled inthe month of August
and are availablefor public use.

Statewide, 213 Kansaslibrariesap-
plied and over $2.2 million was
granted. Over 600 computersarebeing
added throughout the state, including
traininglabsin six locations.

Stop by and check out thenew equip-
ment during regular library hours.

Studentsgather at
flagpolesfor prayer

Lifting up prayersfor America, its
leadersand itsyouth, studentsthrough-
out theUnited Stateswill jointogether
around their school flagpoles on
Wednesday, Sept. 18, for the 13th an-
nual SeeYou at the Pole (SYATP), a
grassroots prayer event that beganin
Texas in 1990. Students will gather
around their school flagpoles at 7:30
am.

Cheylin students, both Junior and
Senior High, will gather at that time.
The event is generally well attended
locally, as well as worldwide. The
school’ steachersand staff areencour-
aged tojointhe studentsat thistime.

“Oh, that you would burst fromthe
heavens and come down” isthe 2002
See You at the Pole (SY ATP) theme,
quoting from Isaiah 64:1-2. The

prophet’s cry for God to reveal Him-
self and “make His name known” is
echoed in the fervent spirit of many
teenagersasthey havegatheredfor See
Y ou at the Pole over theyears.

In 2001, barely aweek after theter-
rorist attacks on Americaof Sept. 11,
morethan three million young people
met for SYATPin all 50 states of the
United States. Many prayed passion-
ately forthenationincrisis. Therewere
alsoreportsfromcountrieson six con-
tinents, including Australia, Canada,
Cayman Islands, China, Finland,
Ghana, Hungary, Ireland, Japan,
Kenya, SouthK orea, Mexico, Nether-
lands, Nigeria, Philippines, Puerto
Rico, South Africa, Swaziland, Tai-
wan, Thailand, and the United King-
dom.
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Cheylin Elementary classrooms
and halls were a busy place Friday
afternoon as grandparents and par-
entstouredtheschool for Grandpar-
entsDay. With 91 childrenenrolled
in the elementary classes this year,
therewasavery largeturnout. Each
grade met in their classrooms and
showed what they had done since
school started this year and some
classes put on demonstrations of
what they havelearned.

The school cafeteriawas full for
their programastheclassessang, re-
cited poems, and put on agreat per-
formance for their grandparents.
Drinksand cookieswereservedand
therewere alot of proud grandmas
and grandpas.
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CHEYLIN ELEMENTARY STUDENTSentertain their grandparentsand parentson Grandpar ents Day by singing a variety of
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Cheyenne County Fair Board commended on ajob well done

By LedieHilt

Cheyenne County Fair Board had
guests who commended them on a
jobwell doneat thefair heldthefirst
weekend in August. Those guests
attending the Sept. 5 meeting in-
cluded DaleWeeks, representingthe
Extension board; Bill Ehrman and
Greg Walz representing the Amuse-
ment Authority.

Mr. Ehrman asked for permissionto
repair and move ahydrant and to also
have two more hydrants put in at the
fairgrounds. The proposed new hy-
drantswould be placed by the amuse-
ment building and another alittle fur-
ther down to help with thewatering of
the plants.

The Amusement Authority isplan-

46 play in
Flagfootball

On Sunday afternoon the Cheylin
Football Field looked like a Friday
night high school game as the 2002
NFL Flag Football team took to the
field. With 46 boys and girls playing,
thisisthefirst year that Bird City has
been ableto havetheir own Flag Foot-
ball games.

The kids excitement is very conta-
giousand they lovethe cheering from
thesidelinesasmuch asthehigh school
team. There are four kindergarten
through third grade teams and two
fourth and fifth gradeteams. Thekids
will beplaying on Sundaysduringthe
month of September at the football
field.

ning to purchase another octopus and
checking on a kiddie Ferris wheel.
They would liketo put the octopusei-
ther south of thetwister and east of the
swing or over by the Ferriswheel. If
they purchase the kiddie Ferriswheel
itwouldgowherethepony ridecement
slabislocated.

After somediscussionthemembers
agreed that placing the octopusby the
twister and swing would probably
work thebest. Mr. Ehrmantheninvited
thefair board memberstoacommunity
appreciation potluck that the Amuse-
ment Authority isholding in the park
on Sept. 22.

Elmer Kellner, St. Francis, wasalso
at themeeting, representing theflower
andgardenshow. Mr. Kellner wascon-
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cerned about thelow entriesat thefair
andwastherefor suggestiononhowto
improveand hopefully obtainmoreex-
hibitors. Hewonderedif thefair board
could pay morein premiumsaspeople
havetobringtheir best vegetablesand
the premiums were not enough for
some peopleto want to do this.
President Dick Bursch explained
that the boardisonly allotted so much
money and the allocations have been
the samefor the past several years, so
it would not be possible to give more
for premiums. Mr. Kellner then asked
about painting afarm and garden mu-
ral on thewall in Jenkins Hall to im-
prove the looks and also to add art
work. Hesuggested that maybetheart
classes would be interested in doing

something similar as those murals at
thetheater in St. Francis.

Mr. Kellner talked about having a
farmers’ market at the fair maybein
JenkinsHall. Thememberswereall in
favor of thisideaand asked himtofind
out moreinformation and report back
with more information.

Kirby and TinaElliott werethe last
of theguestsand they weretheretore-
port on the mud volleyball contests
held on Saturday afternoon of thefair.
There were 16 teams again this year
and they felt like the contests went
well.

The Elliotts had heard that the fair
board had been talking about moving
the pits and they wondered why? Mr.
Bursch assured them that if they did

will last through the month of September.
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sat theCheylinfootball field Sunday aft noon. Thegames
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decide to movethe pitsit would beto
make it more accessible and benefit
them. They then discussed improving
theexisting pitsasthey arenow stable,
some of the ideas were to extend the
drainagetubeall owing for moreroom
between thetwo pitsand maybe some
type of shading could be put up. They
alsodiscussed bleachersandlandscap-
ing that would improve the area. No
decision was made.
In other business

In other business:

« It was announced that a clean-up
demolition derby was set for Sept. 14.
The members discussed advertising
and decidedthat withthefootball game
in Fairplay that day it would probably
not do much good.

» Board member Mark Mills hao
been approached by the band “Mad
Cow” wonderingif theboardwoul d be
interestedin hiringthemfor adanceon
Sept. 21 at thefair building. Board sec-
retary Rita Koros suggested that the
band rent the building and then they
charge admission to the dance. The
board would receive the rent for the
building and whatever the band
brought it would betheirs.

» Thank you notes were read from
Rodney and K ay Shay, Rex Dunnfam:-
ily, AleciaZimbelman, Meg Riceand
A.JMCcAtee.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the fair board
has been scheduled for 8 p.m. on Oct.
3 at the courthousein St. Francis.

Tech helpavailablein
Bird City on Sept. 19

Tom Betz, Internet service director
andtroubleshooting technicianfor the
nwkansas.com, will beinBirdCity on
Thursday, Sept. 19, and St. Francison
Wednesday, Sept. 18, to assist people
with their Internet service.
nwkansas.com isexpanding itstech-
nical support services by coming to
each of thecommunitieson arotating
basis.

Mr. Betz was in McDonald two
weeks ago and enjoyed putting aface
to some of the people he has helped
overthelastfewyears. McDonaldwas
chosenasthefirsttech stopasthenum-
ber of customersis dwindling and, if
more customersdo not sign up within
the next month, the Internet service
from nwkansas.com in that commu-
nity will probably be dropped.

Mr. Betz will bein Bird City in the
morningfrom 10a.m.tonoon. Hewill
be at The Blue Bird Cafe to meet and
visit with people. That afternoon he
will beat TheSt. FrancisHerald office
tovisitwith customershavinginternet
problems or just havina auestions

about internet service.

He iswelcoming people to stop by
sohecanmeetthemand, whilethey are
at the office, they might enjoy some
icedteaand cookies. Heisalsowilling
to make house callswhilein town.

nwkansas.com hasbeen providing
Internet service in Bird City and St.
Francisfor about four years, andisone
of the few available in the area who
havelocal contactsand personal tech-
nical support.

Whilein St. Francis and Bird City,
Mr. Betz will have signup sheets and
welcomes anyone wanting to try
nwkansas.com. The price of internet
service in St. Francisis $19.95 per
month or can beobtained at thespecial
rate of $99.75 for six months or $179
for oneyear. InBird City, thepricefor
on month is $24.95 or $99.80 for five
months or $198 for one year ($16.50
per month).

To make an appointment with Mr.
Betz (whichisnot necessary), call the
Times office at 785-734-2621 or the
Herald office at 785-332-3162.



