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RETURNING HOME Monday evening, Tony Vandike, found hlsevergreen treelaying acrossthestreet at 5th Street. Mondéy sstorm
brokethetreeat thebasesendingit totheground.

Stormy
weather
hitscity

By Peggy Horinek

The siren was blaring above the
wind on Monday afternoon while the
green sky was a frightening color.
Weather spotters and law officials
were traveling the roads looking for
tornadoes and severe weather. Cliff
Flock, under sheriff, wasnorthof Bird
City on K161 when he said, over the
scanner, that therewashail and before
he could hardly get the words out, he
said that the hail had just broken the
windshield of thevehiclehewasdriv-
ing.

In Bird City therewas only asmall
amount of peasizehail. Theraincame
down in sheets and Bird Avenue was
compl etely under water between First
and Second streets. The wind was
clocked at 91 miles per hour by Rod
Young at the airport. The wind
knocked downtreesandlimbsall over

Grand

opening
coming

After being closed for afew
yearsthe Frosty Mug has opened
under the ownership of Ty and
Amy Wilkens. They areplanning
agrand opening for Friday and
Saturday before Labor Day.

Both evenings, starting around
4 p.m. they will have an outdoor
gardenset upinatent onthesouth
side of the restaurant. They have
hired adiscjockey and havebuilt
anoutdoor dancefloor. Thedance
will start at 8 p.m.

Therewill bedrawingsfor door
prizesbothevenings. Thisshould
be afun time for everyone and a
good way to celebrate the Labor
Day weekend. Comeand bringthe
wholefamily.

Mr. Wilkens can handle a big
group as he was coordinator of
dining and housing at Kansas
State University before coming
back to McDonald.

The restaurant will be open on
Labor Day to serve dinner and
supper.

Times staff photo by Peggy Horinek

‘THISIS‘NOT THE WAY I LEFT It" Caleb Frmk looksat thesmng setln theyard of hlsgrandm

Peggy Morris home. Theswing set wasjust one of themany victimsthe M onday stor msleft behind.
Times staff photo by Peggy Horinek

townandtherewereseveral reportsof
windowshbroken out and fencesblown
down. Theel ectricity wasout for over
anhour duetolimbsonelectrical lines.

A trucker reportedthat abridgenorth

of Bird City onHighway 161 feltloose
when he crossed it, but when the state
crew wascalled out to check onitthey
found that it was still safe.
Around5a.m. Tuesday morning, the

sky wasagain lighting upwith streaks
of lightening and the sounds of thun-
der rumbling. Forecastersare predict-
ing aweek of moisture and perhaps
more thunderstorms.

Direct and counter-cyclical
program sign-up beginsOct. 1

Agriculture Secretary Ann M.
Veneman has announced that sign-
up begins Oct. 1 for the direct and
counter-cyclical program for crop
years 2002 and 2003. The United
States Department of Agriculture
will beginmaking paymentsto farm-
ers soon thereafter.

“ Aggressiveimplementation of the
2002 Farm Bill continuesto beahigh
priority at the department of agricul-
ture so that farmers and ranchers re-
ceiveprogram benefitsassoon aspos-
sible,” said Secretary Veneman. “ The
recent announcement isamajor mile-
stoneand comeslessthanthreemonths
after the bill was signed by President
Bush.”

The 2002 Farm Bill provides for
paymentsto bemadetoeligiblepro-
ducers of covered commodities and
peanuts for the 2002 through 2007
cropyears. Direct and counter-cycli-
cal payments are made to producers
with established crop basesand pay-
ment yields. Payment ratesfor direct
paymentsareestablished by the 2002
Farm Bill and are issued regardless
of market prices. Producersalso are
eligible for counter-cyclical pay-
ments, but paymentsareissued only
if effective prices are |less than the
target prices set in the 2002 Farm

Bill. The effective price is equal to
the higher of theaverageloanrate or
national average market price re-
ceived by producers, plusthe direct
payment rate.

Aug. 2 letters were mailed to farm
owners and operators asking them to
verify acreage history reported to the
Farm Service Agency. Based on this
information, asecond letter will soon
besenttofarm ownersand operators
providing themwith several options
uniqueto their farmfor establishing
or updating bases. The2002-07 base
optionsinclude: (1) usingthefarm’'s
2002 production flexibility contract
acres as the base acres; (2) adding
oilseeds to the 2002 contract acres;
and (3) using the farm’s 1998-01
planted acres.

The letter will also inform owners
that if they elect to update their bases
using the farm’s 1998-01 planted
acres, they will havetheopportunity to
use their current farm program pay-
ment yield or to update their yields
using thefarm’s 1998-01 production.
The updated yields may only be used
for counter-cyclical payments. Toup-
dateyields, owners or operators must
provide verifiable production evi-
dence. The letter will provide a date
that owners and operators should be-

ginproviding baseandyield informa-
tiontotheir Farm Service Agency ser-
vicecenter.

In absence of verifiable production
history, producers can use 75 percent
of thecounty averageyield. Theletter
will notify each producer of thefarm’s
2002 production flexibility contract
program payment yieldand 75 percent
of the county average yield. In most
cases, the 75 percent yield will bethe
lowest possiblecrop paymentyieldfor
counter-cyclical payments attributed
tothefarm.

Commoditieseligible for both di-
rect and counter-cyclical payments
include wheat, corn, sorghum, bar-
ley, oats, upland cotton, rice, soy-
beans, sunflower seeds, canol a, flax-
seed, mustard, safflower, rapeseed
and peanuts.

The department of agriculture will
soonmakeavailablean | nternet-based
tool tohel p producersunderstandtheir
base and yield options.

Sign-upfor the2002 and 2003 direct
and counter-cyclical program ends
June 2, 2003.

Producers who have questions
should contacttheirlocal United States
Department of Agriculture service
center of the county Farm Service
Agency office.

Haying,

grazng

deadlinedate
now November

Bill R. Fuller, StateExecutiveDirec-
tor, Farm Service Agency has an-
nounced that an extension has been
receivedfortheemergency hayingand
grazing of Conservation ReservePro-
gram (CRP) acres.

Executive Director Fuller had sub-
mitted a request to the Secretary of
Agriculture, Ann M. Veneman, to ex-
tend the deadline for the haying and
grazing of Conservation ReservePro-
gram acres past the Aug. 31 deadline.
Secretary of Agriculture Veneman
extended the emergency authority of
haying and grazing of Conservation
Reserve Program until Nov. 30.

Executive Director Fuller said,
“Livestock producersin the western
two thirds of Kansas have suffered
drought conditions not seen since the
1930s. We are very pleased that the
authority hasbeenreceivedtoalowan
extension of time for the haying and
grazing of Conservation ReservePro-

gram acres. Thiswill be of great ben-
efit to many livestock producers who
arein short supply of feed and forage
supplies.”

Authority for thehaying and graz-
ing of thereserveacreswasfirstlim-
ited to the western Kansas counties
but was expanded on July 15 to in-
clude all of Kansas counties due to
continued severedrought conditions.
ExecutiveDirector Fuller said, “ This
emergency action will permit Con-
servation Reserve Program partici-
pants to continue to hay and graze
livestock from Conservation Re-
serve Program acreage.”

Secretary of AgricultureVeneman
had earlier announced that the Uniteg
States Department of Agriculture
wouldwaiverental reduction feestc
encourage donation of hay to farm-
ers and ranchers in immediate
need. The policy continuestobein
effect.

Citywideyard sale
scheduledfor Sept. 21

A young housewife and mother liv-
inginBird City askedif itwaspossible
tohaveacitywideyard saleevent four
years ago, and that is how Melinda
Bassinetteplantedthisseedand PRIDE
developed theevent.

The advantage of thecity wideyard
saleisthelow cost, $5isthefeeto get
onthemap. It also paysfor adsinfive
areanewspapersaswell asradio time
and posters.

Thesetupforyour saleisinyourown
location so collecting your items and
marking them canbedoneonyour own
timeschedule.

Theeventiswell attended by neigh-

boring towns as it pays them to make
thistrip for 15 to 20 sale sites insteac
of anindividual yard sale.

Another big plusisPRIDE also pro-
videsasite, onthesameday, todispose
of unwanted itemsafter your yard sal e
isfinished.

This event happens the third Satur-
day of September eachyear. Everyone
iswelcometo sign up at the BlueBird
CafeinBird City andany questionswill
be answered there.

Low prices to make the yard sales
very appealing. Mapswill beavailable
at thenorth entrance of Bird Ave. Join
thefun asavendor or asacustomer.

Tech help available
Sept. 51In M cDonald

Tom Betz, Internet service director
andtroubleshootingtechnicianfor the
nwkansas.com, will bein McDonald
toassist peoplewiththeir internet ser-
vice on Thursday, Sept 5.
nwkansas.com isexpanding itstech-
nical support services by coming to
each of thecommunitieson arotating
basis. The McDonald area was se-
lected asthefirst technical stop asits
number of usersisbel ow thoseneeded
tomaintaintheservicefor thecommu-
nity.

“When nwkansas.com came to
McDonald three years ago, we were
thefirstlocal Internet ServiceProvider
to provide alocal connection and we
had 25 customerswho hel ped ushbring
that serviceonline,” Mr. Betz said.

However, today, thereareanumber
of aternative providerswho have en-
teredthemarket andthenumbershave
fallen below the minimum level.

“We are asking the people of
McDonaldtolet usknow if they want
to keep our service by bringing the
minimum number of customers back
to abreak-even level at least, or that
they are satisfied with the additional
providersandwenolonger areneeded.
Without theseadditional providers, we
cannot maintain serviceto thearea.”

Whilein McDonald, Mr. Betz will
bewilling totalk to peopleabout con-
nection problemsand evenmakehouse
callsif necessary. He will also have
applications available for people to
signup. Hewill beat either the Frosty
Mug or the bank and will have acell
phone (785-821-1633).

The price for one month of
nwkansas.com internet service in
McDonald is $24.95. However, the
customer canget six monthsfor $99.80
andfor $196, canreceiveayear of ser-
vice.

OnDec. 2, anelectionfor aFarm
Service Agency County Committee
personfromthelocal administrative
areawill be held. This area covers
the northwest part of the county
which is currently represented by
Roger Moore.

Thenomination for candidatesis
now open and the forms can be
picked up at the Cheyenne County
Farm ServiceAgency onwestU.S. 36
in St. Francis. The agency phone
numberis785-332-2183. Forms )i
must bereturnedtothecounty -
officeby Oct. 28. =

The county commit-
teeisan important part
of the delivery of
United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture
servicestofarmers. The S5
county committee sys-
tem needs everybody

=
///, 5\\,'

=

Farm Service Agency
election set for Dec. 2

— from voters to active partici-
pants as candidates for the com-
mittee membership.

Anyonewantingtobeacandidate
or knows of someone who would
qualify and be willing to serve
should come to the office and pick
up an application.

Itiseasy, itisimportant anditis
the county residents' Farm Service
Agency County Committee.
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