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Oberlin Milling / Cedar Bluffs Grain

Positive Marketing That Works!
281 South Penn, Oberlin

785-475-3031 or 1-800-360-3031

We Bid on Farm Picked-up Grains.
We offer the tools to make a positive marketing

plan work, and would like to work with you.
Thank you for your business and we look forward

to working with you in the future.

OBERLIN
AUTOMOTIVE

Congratulations to the 1999

Conservation Award Winners
“Be sure to see us for all your repair needs.”

E. Hwy. 36 — 475-2278 — 1-800-794-5008

We can do a complete STAR building package including concrete work and
interior finishing for AG, Commercial, or Residential buildings of any size.

FREE ESTIMATE
308-340-6682 308-345-4373 800-847-4373
1112 West 10th St., McCook, NE 69001

RALPH AND VIOLET SHAW are proud of the landmark sign with their initials in-
tertwined with that of their sons Joel and Richard. The landmark was made by Ralph
and hangs near the entrance to the their farmstead.     — Herald staff photo by Jeanette Krizek

Conserve Your Land for Higher Yields

Larry Sumner Terracing
Norcatur, Kan. — 785-871-0711
• Regular or Flat Channels     • New or Rebuilt

Laser Equipped Machinery
Specializing in
Rebuilding
Conventional Terraces
to 30 to 40 ft.
Flat Channels

Land
Lover

and American Family
Agent

Linda J. Wahlmeier,
Insurance Agent
 Stanley McEvoy,

Licensed Representative
111 W. Washington
Norton, KS 67654

1-800-569-0142
Call today for a free quote

Your farm or ranch isn’t only your
land, it’s your livelihood. At

American Family, we will work
as hard as you do to make sure

you’re protected.
Call today.
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Congratulations to the
Kansas Bankers Awardees

and all farmers of the area for the practice of wise conservation
practices that help to preserve the precious soil.

ABSTRACTS
TITLE INS.

Decatur County Title & Abstract Co.
181 S. Penn
Oberlin, Kan. 67749
Phone & Fax:
785-475-2381
Vickie Bailey — Marcia Hasselbusch

Are or Were You A Farmer?
Has Noise Caused You
to Lose Your Hearing?

Call to make your appointment for a

FREE Hearing Test & Voice Understanding Assessment

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss,
noise environment, accuracy of hearing evaluation and proper fit!

1218 East B. Street
McCook, NE 69001

(308) 345-4836 — 1-800-371-4836

We have the Equipment
to handle all your

Dirt Construction needs!
•Scraper •Blade

•Terracer
Specializing in:

•Complete terracing service
•New Terraces • Flat channel terraces

•Rebuilding of existing terraces •Township roads
•Be sure to be aware of your farm plan and  know the condition of your old
terraces. Our equipment is Laser-Equipped for greater accuracy  in leveling
your terraces.

Your farm is your life and your livelihood. Let us help you
conserve our precious soil and increase your profits. We
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the 1999
Kansas Bankers Award Winners. It is our pleasure to serve
Northwest Kansas and Southwest Nebraska with quality,
professional service and 11 years experience.

Dust Cloud Construction, Inc.
Dave Bose, owner/operator — Oberlin, Kansas—785-475-2394

Couple has improved
grassland for 40 years

THE CROSS FENCING  (above) increases grass yields throughout the year. While
cattle (left) are in one of the sectioned cells in the grassland management program
near the Shaw residence.                                                          — Herald staff photos by Jeanette Krizek

By JEANETTE KRIZEK
Improving grassland management practices

over the last 40 years has earned Ralph and Vio-
let Shaw the 1999 Grassland Management
Award from the Decatur County Conservation
District.

The couple and their two sons Richard and Joel
run a cow/calf operation and have farmland west
of Oberlin.

The Great Plains Program which was govern-
ment paid for in the late ’50s got Mr. Shaw started
with grass seeding rough areas and cross fenc-
ing pastures.

Rough acreage and washed out patches or
ditches along fields are not productive to farm-
ing so reseeding the area to grass is more produc-
tive.

Mr. Shaw said after the grass seed became estab-
lished in the rough areas he moved the pasture fence
to include it, increasing grazing acreage.

Dividing large pastures into smaller sections

with cross fences are becoming popular with
cattleman.

He said cross fencing helps a cattleman sched-
ule grazing. The rotation from section to section
ensures that the cattle have better feed and more
of it throughout the season.

About 350 acres near Mr. Shaw’s home has
been cross sectioned to make rotation possible.
A windmill, pond and stock tanks provide a con-
stant supply of water for the cattle.

The family raises alfalfa and forage sorghum
to feed their cattle. Corn and milo stocks in a
nearby field are a supplemental food source in the
fall and winter months.

Mr. Shaw also works as a Farm Bureau Insur-
ance Agent and Violet works at The Dresser.
Both like to be involved in the community and
with their family.

“To love what you do an feel that it matter.”
said Mr. Shaw “How could anything be more
fun.”
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       Here at Farmers National Bank we have a
special knack for helping farmers.
      We understand the special needs of agriculture
here in Decatur County, and how important your
farm is to the economy of the area.
    That’s why you’ll find us eager to talk about
your financial needs for a successful farm year.
And that’s also why you’ll find so many dedicated
farm families sticking with us generation after
generation.

      Technological development, fewer govern-
ment programs, food technology and environ-
mental issues are placing greater demands on
farming than ever before.
    At times like these, it’s good to know that you
have a Full Service Bank on your side.
     Before you make any important financial
decisions make sure you talk to the people who
really understand and care about the financial
needs of farming.

We’re Proud of Our Stewards of the Soil!
“Here for you since 1886”

Member FDIC
             Oberlin            Norcatur Colby        Rexford
    (785) 475-3817               (785) 693-4212            (785) 462-3907
Toll Free 1-877-475-3817 Toll Free 1-888-462-6630

Gold Banc Investment Center 1-877-675-3898


