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K. Miller, M.D.

Nebraska Heart Institute
R. Heirigs, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285

Platte Valley Medical Group
S. Denney, M.D. ............................ 308-344-8285

Dermatology
J. Bunker, M.D............................... 308-344-8285

Ear, Nose, Throat
R. Simpson, M.D. .......................... 308-344-8285

Endocrinology
V. deVilla, M.D............................... 308-344-8285

Nephrology
R. Asher, M.D. ............................... 308-344-8285 

Oncology
M. deVilla, M.D. ............................. 308-344-8285
A. Awais, M.D. ............................... 308-344-8285

Pulmonology
D. Cantral, M.D.............................. 308-344-8285

Rheumatology
L. Baca, M.D.................................. 308-344-8285

Spinal Orthopedics
D. Benavides, M.D......................... 308-344-8285

Urology
M. Gallentine, M.D......................... 308-344-8285

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

Advanced care can be found 
close to home.

Call 308-344-8285 for appointments 
with these medical specialists:
Cardiology:
Bryan Heart
S. Krueger, M.D. ............................ 308-344-8285
K. Miller, M.D. ................................ 308-344-8285

We encourage you to keep this 
directory close at hand.

308.344.2650
www.chmccook.org

1301 East H Street, McCook, NE 69001

Community Hospital OffersCommunity Hospital OffersCommunity Hospital Offers
30-plus Medical Specialists for-plus Medical Specialists for-plus Medical Specialists for

Advanced Care, Close to Home!Advanced Care, Close to Home!Advanced Care, Close to Home!
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Appointments may be made with these Appointments may be made with these 
specialists by calling their private clinics by calling their private clinics
Ear, Nose, Throat
V.R. Bowen, M.D. ..............................800-348-0368800-348-0368
M. Keller, M.D....................................800-348-0368800-348-0368
Tuesdays: Tuesdays: .........................................308-345-2902308-345-2902

General Surgery
W. Eskildsen, M.D. ............................308-345-7878
B. Kopriva, M.D. ................................308-344-8376

Nephrology
G. Bodonyi-Kovacs, M.D. ..................308-382-1634

OB/GYN
T. Foote, M.D.....................................800-742-3305
T. Pankratz, M.D................................800-742-3305

Ophthalmology
T. Clinch, M.D....................................800-657-2112

Orthopedics
S. Franssen, D.O...............................308-344-8376
M. McCarty, M.D................................308-344-8376
B. Bissell, M.D. ..................................308-344-8376

Orthopedics-Hand/Wrist
S. Carroll, D.O. ..................................308-344-8376

Podiatry
R. Hinze, D.P.M... 308-345-3773 or 877-345-FOOT

Pulmonology
K. Ganatra, M.D.................................402-460-5787
M. Stritt, M.D. ....................................402-460-5787

Urology
D. Halsted, M.D. .... 877-635-3332 or 308-345-3074

Vascular/Thoracic
B. Steffen, M.D. .................................308-865-2141

INCOME TAX 
SERVICES

Reasonable Prices 
Electronic Filing and Direct Deposit 

of Refund Available.

Hirsch & Mahoney, LLP
Steven W. Hirsch/Margaret P. Mahoney

Attorneys-at-Law
124 South Penn, Oberlin, Kansas

785-475-2296

Committee
can pick form
for evaluations  

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis@nwkansas.com

The Oberlin School Board de-
cided that a district committee can 
choose among teacher-evaluation 
forms as it evaluates the districts 
professional staff.

There are three forms to choose 
from, said Superintendent Duane 
Dorshorst at a board meeting Feb. 
11. A committee includng board 
members Dan Nedland, Dan Grafel 
and Jerry Chambers; teachers Kim-
berly Witt, Sheila Jansonius, Wendy 
Scott and Brenda Breth; and both 
principals is looking at the docu-
ments.

The state has provided a teacher 
evaluation, said Mr. Dorshorst, 
and so has the Southwest Plains 
Regional Service Center and the 
Mid-continent Regional Educa-
tional Laboratory.

The committee, said Mr. Dor-
shorst, doesn’t have a recommen-
dation at this time, but the district 
has to declare which “tool” will use 
before the next meeting. He said 
there is some time after the initial 
March 1 deadline to declare which 
tool will be used, or for the board to 
decide on something different.

The board approved using the 
committee’s recommendation, with 
the understanding that could change 
during teacher negotiations.

Mr. Dorshorst said tenured teach-
ers are evaluated every three years, 
while nontenured teachers – those 
in their fi rst three years – are evalu-
ated yearly. 

In other business, the board:
• Decided to change the next 

meeting from Monday, March 11, 
to 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 18, 
because of spring break.

• Talked briefly about a deci-
sion by the state Department of 
Education that leagues have to be 
provided for handicapped students 
to take part in sports. While that is 
easy to say, said Mr. Dorshorst, it’s 
been harder for them to come up 
with regulations. The department 
has a lot of things to work through, 
he said.

The Oberlin School District, said 
Mr. Dorshorst, doesn’t exclude 
handicapped kids from events.

“This declaration and regula-
tions,” he said, “will have to be 
addressed at a state level before it 
affects us.”

• Approved the resignation of 
English teacher Deedre Fraiser and 
hired Shanna Long as a full-time 
cook.

• Held a closed-door session for 
12 minutes to discuss negotiations 
with the board members and su-
perintendent. There was no action 
taken afterward.

LORI SHIELDS WALKED through fl owing ribbons 
during the evening gown competition of the Mrs. Kansas 

pageant. This was the fi nal phase of the two-day event held 
in Branson, Mo.        ―Herald staff photo

Northwest contestant is first runner-up

Business plans monthly music in parks
By STEPHANIE DeCAMP

sdecamp@nwkansas.com
Just because there’s a foot of 

snow on the ground doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t start planning for that 
long, hot summer.

Chris Johnson, whose Full Throt-
tle DJ Service will be promoting 
music events this summer in City 
Park, says he’s ready to bring the 
party to town.

“This is a new project,” Mr. John-
son said, “and hopefully it will grow 
into something bigger as the years 
go on. I started it to bring the com-
munity together to help their own. 
I am a fi rm believer in giving back 
to the community that you live in, if 
you are able. I’m assistant director 
of the Oberlin American Legion 
Riders, and my wife is also a mem-
ber, and we give back through them. 
But this is a far more personal way 
for me and my family to give back 
to the community.”

Mr. Johnson said he started Full 
Throttle last year. He said his wife, 
Audrey, helps with music program-
ming and the business end of things, 
and his daughter Brittany is the 
secretary and website developer. 
The group will be playing all kinds 
of music, he said, but there won’t 
be any live bands – just himself as 
deejay.

“And I need to mention a person 
who is an (important) part of this,” 
Mr. Johnson added, “by putting up 
with all my questions and steer-
ing me in the right direction, and 
that is City Administrator Karen 
Larson. Everyone needs help in 
doing things, and she was my silent 
helper.”

The DJ service does all kinds of 
events, he said, indoors or outdoors, 
and just got a new, 12-foot mobile 
stage. They show up, set up the 
stage and equipment and “the party 
is ready to go,” he said.

The events are all-day affairs, 
but are broken up into morning and 
afternoon shows to give people a 
chance to cool down or rest during 
the hot part of the day, he said. 

“This is a huge undertaking,” he 
said, “and as summer hits and the 
temperature skyrockets, everyone 
will probably need the break.

“The fi rst show in March will be a 
shorter version because of the time 
of year. At that show, we’re asking 

for everyone to bring a food dona-
tion for the Decatur County Food 
Pantry. We will also have donation 
jars and all the money raised will go 
directly to the food pantry to help 
our local families in need. 

“We will have the food dona-

tions at all of our shows this sum-
mer. Friday, June 14, (Flag Day) 
and Wednesday, Sept. 11, (Patriot 
Day) we’ll have a free-will dona-
tion hamburger feed put on by the 
Oberlin American Legion Riders. 
Any donations we receive those 
days will go directly to the Legion 
Riders to aid in their efforts in the 
community. These days, the shows 
will be from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. Also, 
we’re going to have Snakeblocker 
(whose Snakeblocker Academy 
gives self-defense lessons here in 
town) give free demonstrations at 
the June 14 and Sept. 11 events.”

Mr. Johnson said the group is 
looking for businesses interested 
in sponsoring the events so they 
can have prizes for trivia questions. 
E-mail Mr. Johnson at fullthrottle-
dyservice@hotmail.com or call him 
at (785) 687-8244.

Hotline
available

Kansas residents can access free 
information on state government, 
pending legislation, public policy 
issues and more by calling (800) 
432-3924. Calls are answered by 
experienced reference/research 
librarians at the State Library of 
Kansas and everything is kept 
confi dential. 

Lines are open weekdays from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Callers can leave 
brief messages to be delivered to 
legislators, as well as request copies 
of bills, calendars, journals, com-
mittee agendas, voting records and 
other legislative documents.

You can text questions to (785) 
256-0733, send instant messages 
at www.kslib.info/ask-a-librarian, 
or go to the library, in the north 
wing on the third fl oor of the Kansas 
Statehouse.

Lori Shields of Norton represented north-
west Kansas in the Mrs. Kansas pageant Friday 
and Saturday in Branson, Mo., where Kansas 
and Missouri hold their joint competition.

It came down to a fi nal, nail-biting moment 
when it was only Mrs. Northwest and Mrs. 
Lawrence holding each other’s hands on center 
stage, waiting the judges’ fi nal decision as to 
who would become Mrs. Kansas 2013. 

The title would eventually go to Elizabeth 
Stephens, Mrs. Lawrence, but Mrs. Shields’ 
friends in the audience couldn’t have been 
more proud. 

“I’m glad I did it,” said Mrs. Shields. “It’s 

something a lot of women don’t have an op-
portunity to do, but it was lots of fun and I’m 
so fortunate to live in Norton. This community 
was just awesome in the way they supported 
me. I’m proud to say I had the biggest cheering 
section at the pageant.” 

Mrs. Shields, as fi rst runner-up, would as-
sume the title if for any reason Mrs. Lawrence 
cannot fulfi ll her obligations. 

The entire pageant weekend was fi lled with 
activities for the contestants. Besides the stan-
dard swimsuit and evening-gown categories, 
Mrs. Shields was interviewed by the judges 
regarding her platform, “The Haven and help-

ing families affected by incarceration.” 
The contestant manages the Haven in Nor-

ton, which provides weekend lodging at an 
affordable price for families coming to visit 
inmates at the Norton Correctional Facility. 

In addition to the pageant itself, she had two 
cocktail parties, two luncheons and an awards 
ceremony to attend. At that ceremony, she was 
honored with “The Red Hot Chili Pepper” 
award for her “hot and spicy” attitude.  

Mrs. Shields is married to Damien Shields. 
The couple has two children, Darius, 8, and 
Emmary, 2. She is a teacher aide at Eisenhower 
Elementary School in Norton. 

The Music in the Park series this 
summer will feature free music by 
Full Throttle DJ Service from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and 5 to 9 p.m. on 
designated days. All the shows are 
at City Park except the fi rst.

Saturday, March 23 (Centennial 
Park)

Saturday, April 13 
Saturday, May 11 

Friday, June 14 – Flag Day – pa-
triotic songs – 6 to 9 p.m.

Saturday, June 15 – Day before 
Father’s Day 

Thursday, July 13 
Saturday, Aug. 24 
Wednesday, Sept. 11 – Patriot 

Day 6 to 9 p.m.- patriotic songs 
Saturday, Sept. 14 
Saturday, Oct. 12

Songs to fill the air in parks 


