
Craig and Dennis Ritter, farm-
ers in the Jennings area, recently 
had a chance to help the Decatur 
County Food Pantry by designating 
$2,500 to the organization through  
America’s Farmers Grow Com-
munities program, sponsored by the 
Monsanto Fund.

Monsanto, a major supplier of 
farm chemicals, gives its custom-
ers in each county a chance to win 
$2,500 for their favorite nonprofit 
organization. The Ritter brothers, 
the winners in Decatur County, 

directed the donation to the Food 
Pantry. The organization, sponsored 
by the Decatur County Ministerial 
Association, will use the $2,500 to 
pay for vouchers at Raye’s Grocery 
for fresh items and to replace sup-
plies.

“I am very happy to be able to 
help my community through this 
donation to the food pantry,” said 
Dennis Ritter.

A giant check was presented to 
the pantry in a ceremony April 17 
at the United Church. Present were 
Melanie Anderson, administrator 
of the food bank; Jan Matheny, a 
volunteer; Pastor Linda Willey, 
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The Decatur County Hospital 
received the 2011 audit report, 
showing a loss in the number of 
patients and the amount of money 
made for the year.

John Harris, with BKD of Wichi-
ta, the firm which did the audit, said 
the report shows an operating loss 
of $648,748.

The hospital didn’t have as many 
inpatients last year for the acute or 
swing beds, he said. Without the 
volume, the cost per day for each 
patient went up, he said, because 
they had to maintain staff.

The numbers at Cedar Living 
Center dropped too, he added, not-
ing that while the hospital did show 
a loss, that doesn’t mean it can’t 
bounce back.

The board is going to have to find 
out what makes sense for the hospi-
tal here, stabilize what it already has 
and move forward, he said.

Last year was a transition year 
with the purchase of the Family 
Practice Clinic and finding new 
doctors and providers, he said.

The hospital, said Mr. Harris, 
might have to look at staff issues. 
If the volume stays down, then the 
hospital is going to have to look at 
cutting the staff.

The bottom line is that the hospi-
tal lost $650,000, he said. All that, 
said board member Kathy Nauer, 
isn’t really lost because the hospital 
made some major purchases.

Yes, Mr. Harris replied, the hos-

pital bought the clinic and basically 
started from scratch, but the audit 
does show a loss.

Cash flow and assets are two dif-
ferent things, said board member 
Pete Zander. The hospital had a 
clean audit report, he said, although 
there are a few notes.

There were a few adjustments that 
needed to be made, said Mr. Harris. 
There were times that items on the 
board’s books didn’t get transferred 
to the hospital’s books. He said he 
did talk to the person who does the 
books, and most of those adjust-
ments were due to investments. That 
will be handled quarterly from now 
on, he said.

Mr. Harris said the board’s de-
preciation isn’t being recorded, but 
needs to be. He added that he isn’t 
really worried about these things, 
but all of the figures do need to be re-
corded in the hospital’s books, too.

The computer system for payroll 
needs to be adjusted because the 
system is trying to overpay people 
because of the every-two-week 
payroll.

Mr. Harris said the bond lawyer 
wants the hospital to look at its fig-
ures and make sure it can keep mak-
ing the payments for bonds issued to 
build the speciality clinic with the 
change in its financial status.

The board took copies of the au-
dit, but didn’t approve it. The audit 
will be on the agenda in May for 
approval, members said.

Fewer patients is cause

Company offers
discounted Internet

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis@nwkansas.com

The cable provider serving Ober-
lin is offering discounted high-
speed Internet for families with 
children who qualify for the free 
and reduced-price lunch program 
at school.

Dennis Weese, community rela-
tions and commercial sales director 
with Eagle Communications of 
Hays, said the Connect2Compete 
program is based on the idea that 
broadband access helps students, 
especially those who might not 
be able to afford it. If one or more 
children in a household qualified for 
the state-federal lunch program, the 
family is eligible for the reduced-
price Internet.

“Eagle Communications believes 
technology is one of the greatest 
tools students can have both in and 
out of the classroom,” said Travis 
Kohlrus, general manager of the 
firm’s broadband division. “We are 
also very aware that not all students 
have the same access to high-speed 
Internet services in their homes.”

With this program, said Mr. 
Weese, the family could get high-
speed Internet for $9.95 a month.

Those interested in the program 
don’t have to be Eagle customers. If 

they are customers though, he said, 
they have to be in good standing, 
with bills paid on time.

Eagle plans to offer this program 
in all towns where the company 
already offers the Internet, he said. 
Customers usually have to live 
inside the city limits to get cable 
service, however.

He said the company will start 
hooking people up through this pro-
gram as soon as they start calling.

“Educators know that Internet 
access is key for students to succeed 
with more technology-based school 
work,” said Mr. Weese. “Eagle 
Communications is honored to par-
ticipate in a program that will help 
more students have online access 
in their homes. We don’t want to 
see any student lose an opportunity 
because they couldn’t get access to 
the Internet.”

Parents who are interested in 
the plan can go to the company’s 
website at www.eaglecom.net and 
download the application.

The application includes the 
name, address and phone number of 
the person applying. It also asks for 
the names of children who qualify 
for free or reduced-price lunches, 
their grade and school.

City sold six beer licenses back in 1939
From the Vault

By Cynthia Haynes
c.haynes@nwkansas.com

By CYNTHIA HAYNES
c.haynes@nwkansas.com

In the back of the Oberlin police 
station is a big, old vault. In it, Chief 
Wade Lockhart has saved dozens of 
old city ledgers, account books and 
meeting minutes.

This is the second in a series of 
excerpts from those documents.

City council members in 1939 in-
cluded A.J. Thomsen, C.E. Carper, 
Earl Sproul and D..G Addleman. 
Chas Stevenson resigned in June 
and was replaced by Lew Wenger. 
The mayor was J.C. Nitsch and the 
city clerk was R.S. Claar.

From the minutes of the Jan. 3, 
1939 Oberlin City Council  meet-
ing:

• Applications of W.A. Cook, 
Elmer P. McKinzie, J.M. Johnston, 
Albert A. Unger, Letha Avery Pester 
and John J. Scott to retail cereal 
malt beverages was presented to 
the council.

All six were accepted.

• Jay McKinzie had paid the 
license of $5 on each table in his 
pool hall last November 1st, and in 
December had to take one down. 
He asked a refund on this one table 
for the unexpired time. After some 
discussion, motion was made by 
Thomsen and seconded by Carper 
that we refund Jay McKinzie $3.35 
on this license.

Motion carried.

From the minutes of the June 5, 
1939, meeting:

• Motion was made by Addleman 
that J.C. Nitsch be given permission 

to knock out the curb and pave the 
place north of his building that will 
be occupied by a Safeway Store.

Motion carried.
• Motion was made by Carper that 

Leo Lehn be notified to move his 
house out of Cass Ave. by August 
1st, 1939, or legal action would be 
taken.

Motion carried.
• Motion was made by Addle-

man that 25% discount be given 
to resident users of water for the 
months of June July, August and 
September, 1939.

Motion carried.

From the Sept. 4, 1939, meet-
ing:

• Motion was made by Addleman 
that the City of Oberlin furnish light 
and heat for the City Library, located 
in the corner room of the Opera 
House, for the next year.

Motion carried.

From the minutes of the Nov. 6, 
1939  meeting:

Ordinance #218, authorizing the 
construction of a sewage disposal 
works for the City of Oberlin, Kan-
sas, and authorizing the issuance 
of the negotiable bonds of said city 
in the amount of $18,000 for the 
purpose of providing funds to pay 
a part of the cost of the construc-
tion of said sewage disposal works, 
describing all the details of said 
bonds, and providing for a tax levy 
to pay the principal of and interest 
on said bonds as same mature, was 
presented by L.E. Wenger.

M I D L A N D S 
C O N T R A C T I N G 
employees from Kearney, 
Neb., moved water pipe 
with a front end loader 
Monday  ac ros s  Eas t 
Avenue on Hall Street. 
After moving the pipe, the 
men connected the pieces. 
The pipe will be part of a 
new water main the city is 
putting in several places 
around town. ― Herald staff 
photos by Cynthia Haynes
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Occupational Therapy Services:
v Hand and upper extremity injuries
v Stroke rehabilitation
v Work-related training and techniques
v Ergonomic evaluations
v Cognitive and memory rehabilitation

v Spinal cord and brain injury 
rehabilitation

v Sensory processing disorder
v Routine activity assistance
v Patient and family education

Occupational  Therapy  
  helps kids

while having a lot of fun!

April is 
Occupational 
Therapy 
Month

Meet Josh Haag. A personal-ized occupational therapy program improved his 
gross motor skills, strength and dexterity. But all Josh noticed was the fun!

Best Buys In Used Equipment
Call 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week

Planters, Etc. 
‘02 C-IH 1200 16 Row Stacker
‘10 C-IH  1230 12 Row Stacker
Blu-Jet LT9400 30’ Coulter App
‘09 C-IH 2800-16 Coulter App
‘07 C-IH 1230 12R Stacker
‘08 C-IH 1250 24 Row PT

Tractors
‘01 JD8410 5467 HRS
‘06 C-IH MX 285 3850 hrs

Combines
‘00 C-IH 2388, 2,465E/1,805R
‘03 C-IH 2388 2176E/1546R
‘07 C-IH 2588, 1,426E/1,100R
‘08 C-IH 2588, 1,190E/856R
‘08 C-IH 7010 908E/888R
‘09 C-IH 7120 950 HRS
‘10 C-IH 7120 631 HRS
‘10 C-IH 7120 708 HRS
‘11 C-IH 6088 235 HRS
‘11 C-IH 7120 240 HRS

Heads
‘05 Shellborne CV532
(2)  C-IH 2212s    C-IH 1010 25’
(2)  C-IH 3412s   C-IH 1020 30’ Flex  
‘08 C-IH 3212     ‘08 C-IH 3408
‘11 C-IH 3408 8R36

Haying Equipment 
MACDON 5020    
‘98 Case IH 8870

AGRICULTURE

CURLY OLNEY’S, INC.
PARTS & SERVICE CENTER

McCook, NE • 308-345-4890 • 800-543-7512 • Imperial, NE • 308-882-4221 • 800-392-6823                             
                 www.curlyolneys.com                                            

Chamber
plans big
garage sale

Back by popular demand, the 
Oberlin City-Wide Garage Sale is 
gearing up for another busy week-
end on Saturday, June 9. 

Sponsored by the Decatur County 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
sale is open to anyone who would 
like to rent a space at the Golden Age 
Center for $10 or pay $5 to get their 
home address on the Chamber’s 
list. Carolyn Hackney, Chamber 
manager, said there is room for 
about 15 vendors at the center. She 
said the Chamber will promote a list 
of vendors, who pay $10 per booth, 
and their wares. If you would like to 
operate a garage sale at your home, 
you may be included on the list for 
a fee of $5.

Ms. Hackney said the event will 
coincide with three others in town 
that weekend: a gun show at The 
Gateway, car races at the fairground 
and a swap meet sponsored by the 
Tripple Creek Riders.

Recreation
head needed

The county’s summer recreation 
director job is still open.

At their meeting last Tuesday, 
the Decatur County commissioners 
heard that no one has applied for 
the position, which supervises the 
summer ball program.

County Clerk Colleen Geihsler 
said they have had people in to pick 
up forms to play ball, but no one has 
applied to be the director.

Anyone interested in the job can 
pick up an application at the clerk’s 
office in the courthouse.

The commissioners talked about 
having departments work up a list 
of items they want to get rid of and 
maybe have an auction.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim 
Stallman said he would get a list 
together.

Ayes: Addleman, Sproul, Carper, 
Thomsen and Wenger.

Nays: None
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS an application was 
made to the Works Progress Admin-
istration for Federal Funds in the 
amount of $29,385 to assist in the 
construction of a sewage disposal 
plant … of which the following is 
a copy:

A non-Federal project to con-
struct a sewage disposal plant and to 

rebuild existing plant (city-owned 
property) in city of Oberlin, Deca-
tur, Kansas.

Work includes excavation; re-
building Imhoff tank and filter; 
installing pipe, fittings, valves, 
gates, underdrains and mechanical 
equipment; erecting fence; and per-
forming incidental and appurtenant 
work. Project also includes operat-
ing quarries in and near the City of 
Oberlin to produce materials for use 
on this project.

treasurer of the minesterial as-
sociation; Tod Depperschmidt, a 
Monsanto representative; and Mory 
Zodrow, manager of Raye’s.  

Ms. Anderson said 2011 was a re-
cord year for the pantry, with more 
than 500 requests for food. She 
said that was a dramatic increase 
over the past five years. Most years, 
the requests average about 450, 
she said, adding that demand has 
decreased so far in 2012.

“This donation is a wonderful 
gift that will help many citizens in 
Decatur County,” she said. 

She added that donations – cash 
or food – are always welcome at 
the pantry. Checks may be sent in 
care of the United Church, 109 N. 
Griffith, Oberlin, Kan. 67749. In 
addition to canned goods and other 
nonperishable food, she added, 

people need health care products, 
personal grooming items and laun-
dry supplies.

A family or individual may re-
quest assistance three times a year 
at the pantry. It is is open for food 
requests from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday in the base-
ment of the church. Donations may 
be left from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 

Hospital board to look
at evaluation form 

The Decatur County Hospital 
Board talked about a new evaluation 
form for the administrator last Mon-
day, and board member Ruth Wol-
fram said she would make one.

Administrator Lynn Doeden said 
she refuses to use the current one. 
She said she doesn’t want an evalua-
tion done like the one last year.

Board member Pam Wilson said 
the board decided last year to wait 
until June to do the administrator 
evaluation, which would allow time 
for the board to get the audit report 
for last year.

The administrator doesn’t actu-
ally get a say in the form used, said 
Mrs. Wolfram. The evaluation form, 
however, does need to include clear 
measurements and needs to be con-
sistent. She said the administrator 
needs to be evaluated based on the 
job description, which Mrs. Doeden 
agreed with.

For the last two years, said Mrs. 
Wilson, Mrs. Doeden asked not to 
get a raise. Even though she asked 
not to receive a raise last year, said 
she added, the board decided to give 
her a small one.

The Oberlin Area Concert Band, 
directed by Neal Russell, will 
present a spring concert at 3 p.m. 
Sunday at the Decatur Community 
High School auditorium. Dona-
tions are welcome.

The program will include: 
“Kingsfold March”; “Cumber-
land Cross,” original Dixieland 
concerto featuring Pam May, clari-
net; Laurie Hilker, tenor sax; Chris 
Nelson, trumpet; Jim Garretson, 
trombone; and Robert Rouse, tuba; 
“First Suite in Eb”; “Chaconne and 
March”, featuring Gabe Moore 
as guest conductor; “Country 
Gardens, Kickin’ Up Country”; 
“Monterosi” “Carnival of Venice,” 

featuring Joan Glading, alto sax, 
with brass quintet; “Yosemite 
Autumn”; and “Carnaval in Sao 
Paulo.”

Other band members include 
Linda Willey, Rhonda May, Cha-
rissa Huff, flutes; Darbi Rouse, 
oboe; Cheryl Metcalf, Donna Gar-
retson, clarinet; Tina Perrin, bass 
clarinet; Robyn Rouse, bassoon; 
Logan Whitmore, Joanne Wende-
lin, Becky Wilson, trumpet; Kathy 
Almquist, Samantha Anderson, 
French horn; Lonnie Weyeneth, 
Sarah Bricker, trombone; Mike 
Ford, Gary Anderson, Joy Russell, 
Darrin Glading, Steven LaBash, 
Cassandra Canto, percussion.

PRACTICING FOR THE UPCOMING  Oberlin Area 
Concert Band spring concert at 3 p.m. on Sunday in the high 
school auditorium were Joan Glading (above) saxophone, 
and Chris Nelson, who plays the trumpet. The band is 
directed by Neal Russell.
			    — Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes 

Sunday concert set

Decatur County Treasurer’s Office
will NOT be able to 

•Issue drivers licenses and ID cards 
from May 1 through May 7.

or 
•Register and title vehicles from May 1 

through May 7.

Dennis RitterCraig Ritter

Notice
Due to replacing water lines, 
there will be water shut off 
intermittently from Hall 
Street to Cass Avenue and 
Commercial south to Mill 
Street.


