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HOLDING ONE OF THE WORLD WAR II MEDALS earned by her brother, Pvt.

Bernard W. Myers, was Shirley Seeman of Oberlin. The family did notknow until recently

where he was killed on Feb. 8, 1945.

— Herald staffs photo by Cynthia Haynes

Family receives WWII medals

By MARY LOU OLSON

ml.olson@nwkansas.com

The family of an area man
killed during World War II finally
has some closure more than 65
years later.

Pvt. Bernard W. Myers, who
grew up on a farm east of the
old Stone Church south of Cul-
bertson, Neb., entered the U.S.
Army during World War II, then
was reported missing in action
on Feb. 8§, 1945, while serving in
Luxembourg, a tiny country near
Germany.

His sister, Shirley Seeman of
Oberlin, said that her parents,
Claude and Edna Myers, died
never knowing how or where
their sondied. However, recently
Terry Seeman of Grand Island,
Neb., son of Mrs. Seeman and
her husband Herb, learned that
he might be able to find out on
the Internet.

The database which he found
contains alisting of U.S. soldiers,
sailors, marines and civilians who
have been reported as missing in
action or buried at sea from World
War I1.

Pvt. Myers served under Gen.
George Patton in the 318th In-
fantry, part of the 80th Division,
during the Battle of the Bulge.
His nephew learned that he was
killed while crossing the Rhine
River. He also learned that Pvt.
Myers had earned the Bronze
Star, Purple Heart, World War
II Victory Medal and Honorable
Service Lapel Button from World
War I1.

After contacting authorities,

AMILITARY PHOTOGRAGH of Pvt. ernard W. Mers

(above)is shown between the Purple Heart and Bronze Star,
which were among medals sent recently to his sister, Shirley

Seeman of Oberlin.

Mrs. Seeman said they had many
questions, and she had to furnish
a copy of her birth certificate and
marriage certificate before they
would send her the medals.

The Seemans said that they
received her brother’s medals on
Valentine’s Day and they are still
in a state of shock.

There were eight children in the
Myers family, she said: Maxine,
Cloyd, Arlene, Bernard, Betty,
Shirley, Dewayne and Virginia.

“My sister Virginia and [ are the
only ones left,” Mrs. Seeman said,
“and my sister wouldn’t hardly
believe me when I told her I had
received the information and our
brother’s medals.”

We also learned that our brother
and Gen. Patton are buried in the
Tablets of the Mission at the Lux-
embourg American Cemetery, and
we have a picture of the cemetery
entrance and his grave site from
the web site.

Another brother, Cloyd Myers,
also served during World War
IT and was decorated by Gen.
Douglas McArthur with the Purple
Heart, three stars, the Silver Star,
Distinguished Service Cross,
Bronze Star and the Pacific Ser-
vice Medal.

The Seemans said that their son
is working on a link that will pro-
vide his parents with an American
flag in her brother’s honor.
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Protection budget increased

By CYNTHIA HAYNES
c.haynes @nwkansas.com

Decatur County commissioners
learned last week that they are re-
sponsible for the health and welfare
of the county whether there is a
sanitary code or not. That prompted
themto pay alittle more to aregional
group that protects groundwater
from contamination.

Health director Marilyn Gamblin
warned the commissioners during
their regular meeting last Tuesday
that they could be responsible for
old septic systems, abandoned wells
and broken sewers whether they
have an official code or not.

The commissioners were discuss-
ing just what the Northwest Local
Environmental Protection Group
does for the county and who pays
the bills.

“What do they do?” Commis-
sioner Stan McEvoy asked the
health administrator.

“They regulate the sewer sys-
tems, wells, and abandoned wells,”
Ms. Gamblin replied. “They do
cost-share things to put in new
systems.”

The group used to get its money
from the counties and the state,
she said, but the state is cutting its
payments.

“The intent is to make it funded
atthe county level,” Commissioner
Gene Gallentine said.

“They (the environmental protec-
tion group) helped the counties set
up their sanitary codes way back
when,” County Clerk Colleen Gei-
hsler noted.

The group was to meet in Colby
last Wednesday and the commis-
sioners said that they would be
asking the counties to each come
up with an additional $2,000 to pay
for its services.

Ms. Gamblin said that the group
does a service that the commission-
ers are required to provide. It could
be done by the county, she said, but
who would go out to check prob-
lems? And if the state was asked,
it would take several weeks to get
aresponse.

“Doyouhave $2,000 extra, Mari-
lyn?” Commissioner Ralph Unger
asked.

“I have $2,300 in reserves,” Ms.
Gamblin replied. “I could kick in
that $2,000. It is health related.”

If the state would have paid the
bill, Ms. Gamblin said, now the
county will have to.

The $2,000 will pay for the 2012
program, she said, and the group
won’tneed the money until January.
Ms. Gamblin and the commission-
ers decided to earmark the money
but not pay it out until the end of
December.

In other business, the commis-

sioners:

* Learned that Ms. Gamblin can
give some shots, such as vitamin
B12, but that they cost the patient
$7 each because she cannot bill in-
surance for them. The patient has to
provide the medicine, she said.

* Was told that there will an open
seat on the health advisory board in
June. The job should to be filled by
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auctione
Straight. Simple. Sold.

AG EQUIPMENT
ENTERNET
AUCTION

Bidding starts to close Wed.,
March 30 at 10 A.M. CDT

App equip: Tyler Patriot 150 self pro-
pelled spryr, '04 CIH Patriot SPX 3185
spryr,
truck, '97 AgChem Terra Gator 1803
spryr Grain handling: Orthman 996
grain cart Harvest: '99 Case 2388
combine Hay/forage: '07 AGCO 7444
square baler w/ Phi Ber AG4102 accu-
mulator Heavy trucks: '96 Frtinr FL70
semi Tillage: Quinstar FM321 21' Fal-
low Master Tractors: '02 AGCO RT115
MFWD Trailers:
hopper grain trir & more.

10% buyers premium applies, Aaron McKee TX Lic #16401

someone from the Jennings area,
Ms. Gamblin said.

* Heard that the Golden Age
Center had only one 10-pound fire
extinguisher. It now has two new
five-pound extinguishers, one for
the kitchen and one for the front
room. The old extinguisher will be
put in the furnace area, Ms. Gam-
blin said.

'00 Sterling L8513 lig. app.

'11 Neville double

¥ 866.608.9283

www.purplewave.com
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Our new Obstetrics Department

welcomes moms and their
newborns with comfort
and outstanding care.

Combining the newest
technologies with modern
design is our way of
making sure advanced
care is always there for

Call (308) 344-2650
for more information
or to arrange a visit.
1301 East H Street

McCook, NE 69001
www.chmccook.org

you and your family.
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Located in our new patient wing,
our Obstetrics Department features:

* Two large labor/delivery/recovery
rooms, with Jacuzzi tubs.

® Four private post-partum rooms, with
flat-screen HDTVs, wireless Internet,
and large restroom/shower areas.

® An advanced infant security to help
keep babies safe and sound.

* A large nursery &
spacious family waiting area.

e Six family physicians providing OB care,
and a one-to-one nurse/pctient ratio.

r/*COMMUNITY
A=Y HOSPITAL

Advanced care. Always there.

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider, and Employer.




