Trim job
angers
woman

An Oberlin woman complained
to the Oberlin City Council last
Thursday about a city employee
cutting into a tree and lilac bushes
on the side of her house.

Deb Lohoefener said the ash tree
on the west corner of her yard, near
Washington Street, is important to
her. It helps block that side of the
house from the sun in the summer
and has been on the lot since she
bought her home years ago.

There are no power lines close to
the tree, Miss Lohoefener said, and
she grooms it for the winter.

She has been asked by people at
the Catholic Church across the street
to the westto keep the tree and bush-
es trimmed so the branches don’t
scratch their cars when they park.
Miss Lohoefener said she continues
to do thatand pays for a professional
to help groom the tree.

Last week, she said, she found
city Foreman Dan Castle in her yard
cutting the tree and bushes. She said
she asked him to stop since she pays
to have the job done professionally
once a year. He didn’t stop, she
said.

She wenton to say that Mr. Castle
told her he was trimming her plants
to allow for room for street sweeper.
Miss Lohoefener said the sweeper
was used on the street at least four
times last summer and there were
no problems with the tree.

She said she would like to know
why the tree was atarget or ahazard.
The lilac bushes too, she said, since
their were drastically trimmed.

“He is our employee,” she said.
“He doesn’t have the right to talk to
me the way he talked to me, or any
of us. He is our city employee.”

Miss Lohoefener said she would
like an apology. She said she isn’t
going to sue the city, nor does she
want another ordinance, but would
like a policy about issues like this
on personal property.

She added that it would have
been nice to have been talked to
beforehand.

Mayor Joe Stanley said they
would talk to Mr. Castle and get
some answers. Nothing else was
said in the meeting.

The council did hold a 20-min-
ute closed session for nonelected
personnel with the foreman. There
was no action taken.
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THIS LIFE-SIZE lighted nativity scene decorates Centennial Park for the Christmas season.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

City council OKs cell tower in south part of town

The Oberlin City Council autho-
rized the mayor to sign a contract
with Verizon Wireless to put up a
tower on city ground on the south
side of town.

Mayor Joe Stanley said City At-
torney Steve Hirsch, a representa-
tive from the Decatur Co-op and a
representative from Verizon met
to talk about the issues brought up
at the first meeting in December.
At that meeting Kurt Anderson,
general manager for the co-op, had
some questions about the height of
the tower and whether, if the tower
fell onits side, if there was adequate
insurance to pay the co-op for any
damage.

Mr. Anderson said that the firm
agreed to reduce the tower height
to no taller than 230 feet, instead of
the planned 280 feet. The 230 feet,
he said, is from the current elevation
on the pad site.
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UPCOMING AUCTION

160 ACRES CROPLAND & FARMSTEAD

DECATUR COUNTY, KANSAS
TUES., FEB. 1, 2011 @10:30 AM, CDT

AUCTION LOCATION: Farmstead 8 miles South, 4 miles
East & %2 mile South of Oberlin, KS

{4

OPEN HOUSE:
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2010
FROM 1:00 TO 4:00 PM

SELLER: GAUMER, INC.

NEI4 OF 16-4-28 DECATUR COUNTY, KS

Selling
il excellent for farm headquarters or
hunting
include 4 bedroom home w/60°x75’
Butler shop, 40°x75’ Butler building,

and mature windbreak.

www.farmandranchrealty.com

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.

MIKE BAILEY, Listing Agent
(785-678-8082)
1420 W. 4™ — COLBY, KS 67701

Toll Free 1-800-247-7863

DONALD L. HAZLETT. BROKER
“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it’s as good as SOLD!”

in 2 ftracts & combo -

retreat! Improvements

W

recruitment of new business.

Economic Development Director,
Clay County, Kansas
The Economic Development Group of Clay County Kansas is
searching for a Director to lead a countywide development group.
Our goals include the development of the entire county through
assisting the growth of employers already here as well as the

We are supported by Clay County government and the City of Clay
Center as well as many private companies and individuals. You will
lead a group that has good cooperative agreements with government
units in place and a board that is ready to move forward.

We are looking for a leader who has a bachelor’s degree or
equivalent work experience with an emphasis on business and/or
marketing. Experience in economic development, leading boards of
directors and business or public sector management are desired.

You will be employed by the Clay County Economic Development
Group. Compensation and benefits will be competitive and based on
qualifications. APPLICATION DEADLINE: JAN. 25, 2011

Please email or write Ron Bender, EDG Chairman with your letter
of interest and resume to rbender@ccmcks.org.

Mail: Ron Bender, Clay County Medical Center, 617 Liberty,
Clay Center, Kansas 67432

he added.

That’s without the lightning rod, Mr. Anderson.
He added that the co-op believes
Verizon also agreed to increase the tower is important for the town,

their insurance to $5 million, said and with the increased insurance,

they are OK with it.

Mayor Stanley signed the con-
tract.

Councilwoman Rhonda May said

she was is glad that they worked
things out. The tower is a good
thing for the city and for economic
development, she said.
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