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Events of Yesteryear

ByJodyBettsJ

125 YEARS AGO — Feb. 1885

Clayton is in the midst of a post
office fight. The Clayton people are
of the opinion the B&M will miss
them about four miles.

Art Allen will soon build a two-
story dwelling house 28x28.

The commissioners have ordered
a 6,000 pound safe for the county.

There are more available town-
sites within two or three miles of
Oberlin than ever known before at
this season of the year.

School was dismissed last Thurs-
day and Friday because of an ab-
sence of fuel.

100 YEARS AGO — Feb. 1910

Curry Brothers have been fixing
up their quarters on Hall Street the
pasttwo weeks and now have a very
cozy place to do business in.

There were 34 men and women
who took the examination for cen-
sus enumerator Saturday with only
11 positions in prospect.

W.T. Stevenson and wife left
Tuesday for a visit with home folks
at Leavenworth, Kan., after which it
is reported they will visit Mrs. Ste-
venson’s folks in Canada. They will
likely be gone a couple of months.

Citizens of Oberlin attending the
railroad meeting at Norton were J.D.
Flanigan, J.F. Peters, S.A. Fish, C.N.
Page, H.A. Griffith, Judge Geiger,
Frank Fleming, G.H. Hoadley, J.D.
Paddock, W.J. Marvin, W.S. Lang-
made and C.S. Maddox, mayor.

7SYEARSAGO — Feb. 1935

The Sweet Shop has announced
the installation of the newest in a
modern, automatic ice cream plant.
On Friday, between the hours of 2
and 4:30 and from 8 to 10, a cordial
invitation is extended for everyone
to sample their new super-creamed
ice cream. The only stipulation
being that children must be accom-
panied by parents.

A list of city projects to be sub-
mitted to the federal government’s
Project Works Administration in-
cludes water mains to the cemetery,
the completion of paving on North
Penn to the highway, a band shell to
be constructed in the city park, and
construction of a lake on the Sappa
Creek east of Oberlin.

If there is one person in town
with a tough job — one in which it
is absolutely impossible to satisfy
all customers — it is Mrs. Harper,
the lady in charge of the federal re-
employment office. There simply
are not enough jobs for the number
of men wanting them.

The basketball game between
Norton and Oberlinended in atie 24
to 24 but in the overtime the Blue-
jays won the game 30 to 24.

Vallonia: We extend our heartfelt
sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Van Peltin the loss of theirinfant son
who was buried at Sherman Chapel

Monday afternoon.

The G.R. entertainment for their
mothers featured a Valentine theme
and was attended by over 300 per-
sons who promenaded in a grand
march at the event which was held
at the Oberlin City School audito-
rium.

Miss Millie Marvin, amissionary
to India, addressed the G.R. girls
Wednesday and told of her work as
anurse in ahospital ina province in
the northeast portion of India. Miss
Marvin is a graduate of Decatur
Community High School with the
class of 1907.

50 YEARS AGO — Feb. 1960

Funeral services were held at the
Leoville Catholic Church for Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel Petracek and their
daughter, Nancy, who died as the
result of atwo-car auto collision 10
miles south of Ness City on US-283.
Burial was in Oberlin Cemetery.
Survivors include a son, Kevin, 4,
and a daughter, Teresa, 2, and Dan-
iel’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Julius
Petracek of the Oberlin-Jennings
area. Petracek was a graduate of
Kansas State University and the
family was living in Hays where he
was employed as a district supervi-
sor for John Deere Implement Co.
They were enroute to Dodge City on
business at the time of the accident.
Elvin Kertek, 44, of Bolivar, Mo., a
passenger in the car driven by James
Hensley, also of Boliver, was also
killed in the accident.

Warren D. Cody, 34, a native of
Oberlin was severely injured when
struck by an airplane propeller at
the Norton Airport about 6 p.m.
Saturday. The plane was en route to
Oberlin from Tulsa, Okla., and had
landed at Norton because of fog and
darkness. While taxiing at the air-
port the plane had become bogged
downinthe snow and ruts and Cody
apparently had alighted the plane to
help push and the pilot of the plane,
a Piper tri-pacer, was unaware that
he had left the plane. Cody was en
route to Oberlin to visit his mother
who was hospitalized according to
his brother, Elden, of Oberlin. He
is currently hospitalized at Hays
where he is expected to be several
weeks before being moved to Tulsa
and three or four operations will be
required.

Five Oberlin Red Devils qualified
for the state wrestling tournament
at the 16-team regional meet held
at Hoxie. Goodland was an easy
winner with 90 points followed
by St. Francis with 53, Hutchin-
son 41, and Oberlin 38. Oberlin’s
Don Macfee came through with a
championship in the 138-pound
class; Mike Machart was second in
the 112-pound; Bill Sater third in
the 145-pound; Ronnie Martin was
fourth in the 154-pound and Gene
Long fourth in the heavyweight

division.

All’s well that ends well as far as
Oberlin is concerned and the home
basketball season ended well on
Tuesday night with a 56-51 victory
over Atwood for their first win of
the season. A 21-point outburst by
Norman Stanley led the Red Devil
attack.

New Arrivals: Mr. and Mrs. Max
Hafner, son, William Anthony, Feb.
10, 1960.

Roderick Avery has joined the
sales staff of Kump Motor.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Fredrick-
son have purchased the Albert
Schmidt property at 510 E. Oak.
The Schmidts plan to move back to
their farm near Achilles about May
1. Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Fredrickson
have purchased Don’s presenthome
at 208 N. Wilson.

25 YEARS AGO — Feb. 1985

A new business service is being
offered in Oberlin and surrounding
communities by Greg Lohoefener,
president of a newly formed com-
pany, Financial Consulting & In-
vestigation, Inc. His business will
provide services which include con-
sulting work in cash flow of farm
operations or small business situa-
tions and marketing alternatives. He
has worked the past six years with
the Decatur County National Bank
and will continue on a part-time
basis as a consultant.

Meeting inrecessed session Tues-
day evening, all five Oberlin city

councilmen voted to go ahead with
the search for a city administrator
after the motion was made by John
Wright.

Darwin Couch, agency man-
ager for Farm Bureau Insurance
in Decatur County since October,
1981, has been promoted and will
be moving to Wellington where he
will become agency manager of
Sumner County.

Decatur Community High School
wrestlers captured the first place title
in the regional 3-2-1A tournament
held at Oberlin over the weekend
with eight wrestlers qualifying for
state: Scott Gawith, Glen Baugh-
man, Bill Harmon, Brent Kaempfe,
Jay Ketterl, Darren Kaempfe, Trev-
or Urban and Corey Raulston.

The Oberlin boys basketball team
avenged an earlier loss to the Norton
Blue Jays by beating them 57-48 on
the home court. Coach Buchanan
credited the win to ateam effort and
“streak” shooting by Marquis Sau-
vage and Jim Berkheimer. The girls
lost 70-37 to Norton, ateam which is
rated No. 1 in4-Abasketball accord-
ing to Coach Duane Dorshorst.

DCHS juniors chosen to attend
Boys State at Lawrence in June are
Todd Fiscus, Jeremy Dunn, Perrell
Stanley, Dave Johnson and Gary
Juenemann, alternate.

Mrs. Alvin Olson will tell about
their recent trip to the Holy Land
at the Sunday evening services at
Oberlin Covenant Church.

Chamber News

By Carolyn Hackney

I am relaxing today now that
the Farmer-Rancher Appreciation
Banquet is history! All who helped
make this event happen need a big
thank you from all who enjoyed the
evening. Robert Groneweg, who
cooked the meat, did an awesome
job. Kathy and her kitchen staff at
the Gateway did a wonderful job
of creating a very beautiful buffet
arrangement of Kansas sunflowers
and very good food. All the spon-
sors who gave dollar support and
gift items need to be commended
for their generosity in showing their
appreciation to the farmer/rancher.
Another ad in the Oberlin Herald
will list all the sponsors.

Thelocal business I would like to
acknowledge this week is Johnson
Realty. Their office islocated at 122
S.Penn, whichis located on the east
side of main street in downtown
Oberlin. Lynn and Roberta are both
Oberlin natives, who have been
associated with the agriculture and
city part of our community and
offer a wide variety of real estate
listings. They each have many
years of experience to give to their

customers. If you are in the market
to purchase, or you have real estate
to sell, Lynn and Roberta will be
happy to assist you.

Coming up next week on Wednes-
day, Feb. 24, will be a Community
Conversation being sponsored by
the Decatur Tomorrow steering
committee atthe Golden Age Center
at7 p.m. Our community needs citi-
zens to take part in many points of
interest for our city, so please come
and take part in this conversation.

Another event coming up for
the Juniors and Seniors is our an-
nual Prom. I want to remind you
of a business in Ellis. A Timeless
Tradition, that carries many prom
dresses. This bridal shop is offering
to donate $20 per dress purchased
to the school’s Project Prom. This
could help our Prom finances in a
huge way. It just might be worth
checking out.

I need a business to have coffee
hour for February, March and June
through December. Please call the
office at 475-3441, if you would
like to do this.

Have a great week!!

Jennings News

By LouiseCressler

United Methodist Women met
Feb. 3 at 2 p.m. Roll call, “A Fa-
vorite Valentine Memory,” was an-
swered by the following members:
Kay Brown, Ruth Chance, the Rev.
Barbara Patterson, Rachel Carter,
Alice Mizer, Helen Rhodes, Kathy
Nauer, Lila Jennings, Violet Foster
and Louise Cressler. Lila Jennings,
with the help of some members
reading parts, presented the pro-
gram, “What Gift Will I Bring.”
Members left their pledges. Rachel
Carter gave devotions and Ruth
Chance served refreshments. The
next meeting will be on Wednesday,
March 3 with Helen Rhodes having
the program.

Sunflower Senior dinner held
Feb. 9 at the Center was enjoyed
by William and Tommie Kump,
Stan and Ramona Shaw, Wilma
and Jim Mader, Imogene Keenan,
Ruth Chance, Eleanor Morel, Agnes
Wahlmeier and Wayne and Louise
Cressler. Several played cards in
the afternoon.

Mary Beth Hannah, Josh and
Sunny from Cougar, Wash., visited
several days with Mary’s mother,
Dorothy Jones; her sister Carla
Latimer; brother Bob Jones and
nephew Dan.

Visiting Galen and Meme Carper
over the weekend were grandchil-
dren Steven Mangus and Dani Man-
gus, Kanorado. Galen and Meme
enjoyed Valentine’s Day phone calls
from grandson Devin Mangus, aK-
State student, and Micheal Mangus,
a KU student.

A bountiful meal was served
Sunday at the Sunflower Senior
Center for the fund raiser for Haiti.
The United Methodist Church of
Jennings and Dresden sponsored
the event. Over 85 people attended.

Naomi Streck, Norton, gave an
interesting talk about her trips to
Haiti. She was in Haiti at the time
of the earthquake. We appreciate
everyone who came and donated to
the fund. Also we thank those who
brought items for the health kits to
be mailed to Haiti.

Brent Jennings and Brendan,
Topeka, were weekend guests of
Brett Jennings.

The Czech Museum of Jennings
held its annual meeting on Feb. 4,
2010. Neoma Tacha presided with
directors Mike Tacha, Larry Mizer,
Mary Wahlmeier, Lawrence and
LilaJennings, Bob Tacha and Dean
Gawith present. Dalene Gawith
was a visitor. The minutes of the
2009 annual meeting were read
and approved. Projects discussed
for the coming year were continu-
ing with the laminating of the old
newspapers, finishing work on the
basement of the Shimmick building
and maintenance and upkeep of the
other buildings and sidewalks.

The regular monthly meeting of
the museum board followed. Offi-
cers for 2010 elected were Neoma
Tacha, president; Mary Wahlmeier,
vice president; Lila Jennings, sec-
retary; and Dean Gawith, treasurer.
We had a good attendance at the
Kansas Day Program. Bob and
Neoma Tacha had picked up the
veterans wreaths from the Jennings
Cemetery. The minutes of the last
meeting were read and approved
and the treasurer’sreport was given.
The next meeting will be March 4
and the public is invited to attend.

Lawrence and Lila Jennings at-
tended a family dinner in Burling-
ton, Colo., on Sunday in honor of
the February birthdays of Lila and
Marlene Hounshell of Denver. Oth-

ers attending were Marcia Casey
and Milt Sherwin, Denver; Steve
Cook, Fort Morgan, Colo.; Alissa

Zubko, Victoria and Mitchell, Erie,
Colo. Several family member were
ill and unable to attend.

Lyle News

By VedaWood

Keith Anthony went to Kearney,
Neb., last Sunday evening to be
there for a visit to his doctor on
Monday. We pray that he heals
quickly from recent surgery. Gary,
his brother, is using a walker and
says he is doing real well.

The Lyle ladies have postponed
their dinner they had planned on
June Jolly’s birthday because of
conflicting circumstances. The
lunch will be scheduled for another
day. They won’t be sewing that day
either.

Gregand Yvonne Sumner wentto
Great Bend to attend granddaughter,
Gracie Archer’s “Grandparents
Day,” and to visit other members
of the family.

June Jolly had a busy week,
including sewing on Tuesday; two
doctor visits on Wednesday, club
canceled on Thursday, cards on
Friday — but she made it. Sunday

evening, she and her daughter,
Linda, went to the Eagles in Mc-
Cook where they had a Super Bowl
buffet and watched the game.

I’m sorry for the way I butch-
ered Anita Volskay’s name last
week. I also intended to thank her
for “fixing” my margins, as I had
been typing the news to one side,
and hadn’t even been aware of it. I
made a trip to Oberlin on Saturday
incase it stormed, and visited Carol
and John Moye, and the cutest little
grandchildren ever. (That is, the
cutest except for yours and the rest
of mine.)

Seven people met for potluck
at Lyle on Sunday. We had a good
dinner and a good time, as we al-
ways do.

Dewayne Jackson had the service
on Sunday, and his wife and daugh-
ter visited. It’s always a pleasure to
have Aurelia play for the service.

Cedar Living News

By Teresa Shaughnessy

The residents of Cedar Living
Center had much to be thankful for
this past week. They received lots
of love from family and friends in
the form of cards, candy, flowers
and other gifts, as well as visits and
phone calls. We also had several
really fun special events during the
week in honor of Valentine’s Day.

The dietary department teamed
up with the activity department to
hosta Sweetheart Luncheon atnoon
on Wednesday. The married couples
of Cedar Living Center were the
special guests. The couples included
Inez and Forrest Jackson, Don and
Marie Thomas, and Zola and Earl
Brown. Mr. Brown, a resident of
the Good Samaritan Center, spent
the day visiting with Zola. Dianne
Bremer entertained on the piano
during the lunch. The dietary staff
had prepared a delicious meal and
the tables were decorated with white
tablecloths and flowers.

A dance was held in the din-
ing room on Wednesday evening.
Residents and their guests danced
to the music of Vic Mowry and his
band. This group has been playing
for dances here for the past 20 years.
We are fortunate to have several
members of the community who
come for these dances. Some of our
guests even help with providing and
serving the refreshments.

The Pi Alpha Club hosted the
February birthday party on Thurs-
day afternoon in the dining room.
In an unusual twist, we had no
residents celebrating birthdays
this month, but we had a great
party anyway. Club members served
cherry desserts to residents, staff
and guests. The entertainment was
provided by Susan Nelson, who
brought some very talented students
from the junior high to perform their
contest pieces.

Residents and their guests en-
joyed an open house on Saturday
afternoon in honor of Valentine’s
Day. Punch and assorted candies,

cookies and crackers were served.
Staff members Peggy Gassman,
LindaFox,Roberta Petracek, Sandy
Diederich and Pam Anderson as-
sisted by providing some of the
refreshments.

Charlotte Kurtz delivered dozens
of Valentine’s Day cards on Sat-
urday afternoon. We had a basket
where residents, staff and guests
placed cards to be delivered in time
for the big day. The Kayettes from
Decatur Community High School
had also left a stack of hand made
Valentines for the residents.

The Royal Neighbors met for
their monthly meeting on the patio
on Friday afternoon.

Fingers were flying when the
Closely Knitted Friends held their
meeting on the patio on Saturday
afternoon.

Sympathy is extended to the
family of Leroy Wessel who passed
away on Thursday.

Recent visitors: Carol Kompus,
Eileen Portschy, Linda Bosler, Ju-
lie and Bob Hafner, Herndon; Jan
Sattler, Atwood; Ann Gallentine,
Clayton; Tom Votapka and Terri
Hanke, Jennings; Lillian Sulzman,
Dresden; Alysha Tadlock, Good-
land; Sara Bishop and Jamie Sam-
son, Lindsborg; Rick and Sharon
Gamblin, Columbus, Neb.; Marlene
Cook, Parker, Colo.; Jim and Joyce
Rick, Asheville, N.C.; Evan and
Cathy Wenger, Aubrey, Texas.

Judith LaBash, Judy Jordan, Phil
and Sharleen Wurm, Lyle Gam-
blin, Lois Lamb, Henry Edgett,
Estella Waldo, Joy Russell, Elaine
Bryan, Cecil Hess, Gerry Neff,
Juanita Williby, Gladys Geis, Na-
dean Stoney, AudraDuncan, Phyllis
Screen, Mirium Fisher, Nora Bell
Manning, Mabel Bailey, Stuart
Euhus, Bertha Schwisow, Marjorie
Olson, John and Dianne Bremer,
Ella Betts, Mary McEvoy, Connie
Miller, Connie Olson, and Max and
Veanna Carman, all of Oberlin.

Good Samaritan News

By LisaPaulson

Do youremember whatit feltlike
when you first fell in love? There is
something about love that is excit-
ing and energizing. There is a glow
aboutyou, asmile thatdoes not fade,
a sparkle in your eye and a spring
in your step. People notice the look
of love, and as a song says, “Love
Looks Good on You.”

That description of love could be
for your first love, a future spouse,
or even the memory of a loved one
who has gone to be with the Lord.
The newfound love of Jesus Christ
will enhance your countenance and
brighten a room in the same way
returning to your First Love, Jesus
Christ spiritually refreshes you.

John 3:16 tells us that “God so
loved the world that He sent His
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believes on Him shall not perish but
have eternal life.” Sometimes we
need a gentle reminder that we love
because He firstloved us! When you
come to visit here at the Good Sam,
you will see His radiant love in the
faces of those you meet.

This week we celebrated “Love”
in recognition of Valentine’s Day.
Monday, we began with a Senti-
mental Sing-Along featuring Love
Songs during OI’ Time Music. Tues-
day, we played a word game called
“Romantic Rhymes.” Wednesday,
during Bible Study we learned of
God’s amazing love and how He
pursues a love relationship with
us and then asks us to join Him in
His work.

A report was given about how a
young man passing through town
was blessed by receiving a Personal

Care Kit (complete with a personal
message and a Bible) packed by the
residents just weeks before. Again
we would like to thank the com-
munity for their donations, making
this possible.

The Butterfly Garden is up and
going again, Nadine Anderson,
Bonnie Weskamp, Eileen Laird,
Elden Long, Olive Arnold, Leo
Mooty, Helen Marintzer and Doro-
thy Hunt took part.

On Thursday, the STAR’s com-
mittee hosted a Valentine Tea for
staff and residents to spread some
love all around! On Friday, the
Star Valley 4-H Club transformed
Town Square into a glittering red
and white, heart-studded dance hall.
Ourbeloved Michael Milbauer pro-
vided the dancing music. Everyone
danced well into the night! What a
wonderful week we had!

Visitors included Gerald Olson,
Mildred Holmdahl for Evelyn
Olson. Ralph and Norma Unger
for Leo Mooty and Earl Brown.
Reva Marshall, Penny Fringer and
Ron Snyder for Dorothy Hunt.
The Steve Smith family (North
Platte) for Dorothy Pryor. Mildred
Holmdahl for Eulaine Benda. Ira
Bush and Kathy Pyke (Hays) for
Elden Long. Donna Kelley for
EvaBryan. Diana Alstrom (Hoxie)
for Nadine Anderson and Myr-
tle Waldo. Pat and Clem Mumm
(Colby), Ken Mumm (Selden),
AnitaMumm (Denver) and Bud and
Vicky Mumm (Gem) for Hubert
Mumm and Doris Marintzer.
Chris Edwards (Atwood) for new
resident, Hattie Toth.

Midway News

By Mary LouOlson

Ash Wednesday services will
begin at 7 p.m. tonight at the Ober-
lin Covenant Church for the Lund,
Herndon and Oberlin Covenant
Churches.

Sunday dinner guests of Randy
and Sharon Olson were Connie
Robison, Littleton, Colo.; Ken and
Candy Rauhut, Garden City; Matt
and Kristy Ostmeyer and boys, and
Nick and Kerrie Wahlmeier, Ellis;
and Eunice Martin and Brent Olson,
Oberlin.

Keith and Mary Lou Olson at-

tended abirthday dinner on Feb. 6 at
the home of Chris and Keely Wilson
and family in Kearney, Neb., which
honored their son, Derek, on his first
birthday.

The congregations of the Ober-
lin, Lund and Herndon Covenant
Churches and guests enjoyed a
Valentine supper on Sunday at The
Gateway in Oberlin.

Bob and Annette Frenzl of Salina
were weekend guests of her parents,
Bob and Sally Olson.
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Local Man Gallops 1.2 Miles

BEXAR COUNTY — After using Thera-Gesic® pain creme on
his sore legs, Tom W. was comfortably romping through town
while laughing, according to witnesses. When

asked about the laughing, he replied, “The price

?ﬁ'!i '.Gﬁ Go painlessly with Thera-Gesic®
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Low Cost Conservation - Tree and Shrub Seedlings
Use for Any Conservation Planting

Bareroot and containerized stock available
Kansas Forest Service
Spring orders being taken through
the First Monday of May.
Seedlings Shipped to Your House

Orders Available online at
www.kansasforests.org
Or call 1-888-740-8733




