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* 180 House closes

(Continued from Page 1A)

The company didn’treally have a
problem hiring direct-care staff, he
said. Actually thehome didn’tneed
thatmany people atany giventime.
The struggle was finding a good
administrator and clinician that
would be a fit to the home.

Before selling or auctioning off
the house, he said he would like to
talk to people with Youthville or the
St. Francis Academy about buying

it and using the home for kids.

Staff members are still clearing
items out of the home, said Mr.
Bechler.

Besides the loss of 10 jobs in
Decatur County, it also means two
kids fewer in the Oberlin School
District.

Although the 180 House in Ober-
lin is closed, he said, homes in
other areas are going to stay open.
It’s also important to know that the

home wasn’tshutdown by the state,
but by the company.

“We sincerely appreciate Ober-
lin’s supportof the project,” he said.
“Weregret making the decision, but
as many times as we have consid-
ered this since Kathy’s death, there
was always someone or something
that came along that gave us a new
hope for the house to be success-
ful. None of the scenarios worked
out.”

* Money up, down for city

(Continued from Page 1A)
is going.

One thing the city can’tcontinue
forever, he said, is using the rev-
enue from the electrical department
to help pay for other areas. Some
day, equipment in the electric de-
partment will need to be replaced
and the revenue will have to go
towards that.

For the past five years, he noted,
The Gateway has been in the hole
$100,000 every year. In 2003, The
Gateway loss (operating revenue
vs.expenses) was $89,636,in 2004
it was $123,321, in 2005 it was
$102,594, in 2006 it was $87,959

and in 2007 it was $99,587.

There’s been an erratic nature
to revenues and expenditures, said
Mr. Gilley, which is either because
of a lack of budget control or ac-
counting.

In 2008, he said, most of the city
funds, or budget accounts, came
in under budget, but the council
voted to increase property taxes
for 2009. There’s no explanation
for the erratic expenses over the
last five years and the city has lots
of challenges coming up with the
budget.

Mr. Gilley said the city will have
to focus its resources and come

up with some budget ideas. The
council will have to get a handle
onerratic spending, he said, adding
that he doesn’t have any answers
right now.

The council responded well to
the report, said Mr. Gilley. The
council agreed it will need to find
out where the city is at before the
next budget cycle this summer.

“Basically,” he said, “expen-
ditures for the city are up and the
revenue is going down. In the
next three to five years, the city
may continue seeing decreases in
revenue.”

* Prison gets reprieve

(Continued from Page 1A)

“Where are we going to put all
those inmates if Norton was to
close?” he asked.

The Norton prison houses in the
neighborhood of 730 convicts.

The state Senate initially passed
the budget-cutting bill on Wednes-
day, with the final vote sometime
Thursday.

The effect on Norton and the sur-
rounding area could be devastating
should the prison close. At least

* Voting
set for
April 7

(Continued from Page 1A)
agent, had thrown her name into
the hat when the board needed to
appoint a new member in March
2007 after the resignation of De-
layne May.

* Doug Brown, manager of
Frenchman Valley Co-op in Mc-
Cook, who asked to be appointed
and lost the job in a coin toss.

¢ Dan Wasson, who served on the
board for 12 years and lost his seatto
member Monte Moore in 2005.

For the Oberlin council, with
three open seats, William Riedel,
who retired from Coors Brewing
Co. in Golden, Colo., after 33 years
of service, as well as all three of
the incumbents, Rob McFee, who
was elected in 2005; Jay Ander-
son, elected in 2001; and Marcia
Lohoefener, who was appointed
in April 2007 to finish the term
of Mayor Joe Stanley. Mr. Riedel
moved here three years ago, but he
and his wife bought theirhome here
14 years ago

In Jennings, incumbent council
member Louise Cressler filed. No
one filed for the mayor’s spot held
by Bob Jones or for the council spot
held by Don Bolt.

In Norcatur, Von Johnson filed
for the mayor’s spot, held now by
Mike Helm. Jerry Wescott filed for
a council seat. Seats that are up in
Norcatur include those held by Carl
Lyon and Linda Hunt.

No one filed for the Dresden City
Council, although spots held by
Keith Muirhead, Jackie Douglas
and Don Ritter are up. It’s rare for
anyone to file for office in Dres-
den.

The lastday for people toregister
to vote in the upcoming election is
Monday, March 23.

Banquet
spaces
available

It’s time to make reservations for
the annual Farmer/Rancher Ap-
preciation banquet, sponsored by
the Decatur County Area Chamber
of Commerce, at 7 p.m. on Friday,
Feb. 13, at the Gateway.

Anyone wanting to attend the
dinner should make a reservation
by Monday by calling the Chamber
office at 475-3441 or stopping by
the Business Enhancement Entre-
preneurial Center.

267 state employees could lose
their jobs.

Secretary Werholtz, in his let-
ter, told employees that the Senate
proposal provided for a 3.4 percent
across-the-board cut for all state
agencies. He said for the Depart-
ment of Corrections, this would be
inaddition to reductions previously
submitted by the department. He
said a 3.4 percent cut would add up
to about $9.3 million. The House
cuts, at | percent, amounted to only
$2.7 million, however.

“Since we are now completing
the seventh month of the fiscal
year,” Mr. Werholtz said, “it would
be very difficult to realize reduc-
tions of $9.3 million in the remain-

2007 MALIBU LS
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ing five months.... To accomplish
this, reductions would have to be
made in major budget areas.

“The possible areas of budget
reductions include suspension of
operations at Winfield and Norton
Correctional Facilities, effective
April 1, advance the suspension
of operations at Stockton Correc-
tional Facility (from June earlier
reported) to April 1, abolish parole
and postrelease supervision ... and

terminate all offender treatment and
intervention programs....”

He said decisions would have to
be made about what do do with the
inmates from the three facilities,
since they would exceed the capac-
ity of the remaining state prisons.

2001 LINCOLN LS

Leather, 6 disc (D, Memory seats, V6 AT, Extra clean,
Only 43,000 miles
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2008 GRAND PRIX GXP

Red, V8 AT, Navigation, Leather heated, Auto start,
Chrome Aluminum 18" wheels, 15,000 miles

| 4 cyl AT, Rear spoiler,

2007 CoBALT LT
9,950

*169.64...

S0 Down*7% APR For 72 mos. wg/

Keyless entry,
29,000 miles

vm
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2004 PONTIAC SUNFIRE
4 ¢yl AT, Gas Saver!, Power windows & locks, (D,

2006 CapiLLAC DTS

Leather, Loaded, V8 AT, Power OPTIONS, Lets go for a

ndel 36 000 miles
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2005 CADILLAC DEVILLE
Leather, Loaded, Pearl White, Come Drive Today!,
Only 42 000 miles

2004 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE GXP

Super Clean!, V8, Pearl White, Leather heated, 1-
Owner, Heads Up Display, Sunroof All The Toys'
Come See This Beauty! Only 50, 000 miles

9052A
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2003 CHEVY CAVALIER

4 gyl. Auto, A/C, T/C, Gas Saver! Clean, Only 62,000
miles
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2007 PoNTIAC G6 SE

V6, AT, Sunroof, Spoiler, (D, Aluminum Wheels,
Red Hot & ReuJy' 33,000 miles
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% V6 AT, Quad Seuhnlg Dual Sliding Doors, Locally
0wned 75,000 miles
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2000 CHEVY VENTURE LT

2001 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LX
V6 AT, Loaded & Ready To Go, Come Drive Today!

1998 FORD EXPLORER XLT
Vb, 4x4, AT, Poweerdows/I.ocks

TAKE HOME PRICE ONLY 2 950
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2006 JEEP LIBERTY LIMITED

V6, AT, Leather, Sunroof, Chrome Wheels, Trail Rated,
Low 30,000 1-Owner miles
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2001 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT

V8, Leather heated, Power options, Loaded, 1-Owner,
Exira clean, 4x2, For the Family, 72,000 Low miles

2007 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT
V8, AT, Leather heated, 4x4, TV DVD Entertainment,

3rd Row seating, 1-Owner, 25,000 miles
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2007 CHEvVY COLORADO
49l ALACT/C2 $11,950

Cloth seat, 1-Owner,
203 7 4/Mo

7,000 miles
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2005 CHEVY COLORADO LT|
5 cylinder, AT, Loaded, 4x4
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2006 NissAN FRONTIER

Crew Cab, V6, Buckets, Aluminum Wheels, 4x4, Clean,
1-Owner, Only 32,000 miles
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2008 PONTIAC TORRENT GXP

Vi6, FWD, Rear DVD TV, Heated Seats, Like New!
Chrome Aluminum Wheels, 1,900 Low miles, Fun For
You & The Family! .

Extra Clean, Only 4,000 miles
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2008 CHEvY COLORADO LS
4 cylinder, AT 1-Owner, Fiber Glass Bed Cover, 4x2,

1993 GMC 1500
V8, 5 spd, 4x4, A/C, Regular Cab

Bluck Pontlac Cadllhc v

2001 CHevy 2500 HD LS

| Diesel, AT, Loaded, 4x4, Ready For Work!

k|

. zi“he Dealer That Makes The Difference

-

/‘ e ?

2004 CHevy 3500 HD LT ‘

Diesel, Crew Cab, DRW, 4x4, AT, 1-Owner, Leather &

(lean, Let This Truck Work For You! 125,000

Highway miles
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8100-456-5046
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2003 CHEVY 2500 HD LS

; Diesel, Crew Cab, 4x4 AT, Cloth Seats, Rubber Floor,
[ 96,000 miles

#15002A

www.drivewagner.com



