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AT THE GATEWAY, Kem Bryan showed Jane Adair, from 
Colorado, an old wooden baby stroller at her garage sale for 

the U.S. 36 Treasure Hunt.  
			              — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Hunters find 400 miles worth of treasures
By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis @ nwkansas.com

Canning jars, clothes, furniture, 
televisions, dishes, antiques and 
more jammed tables up and down 
U.S. 36 and in town over the week-
end during the third annual 400-
Mile Treasure Hunt.

People started the hunt for trea-
sures on Friday, some purchasing 
the higher-end items and some 
looking for bargains as low as 25 
cents each.

The three-day treasure hunt 
stretched across the state along 
the highway, from Missouri to 
Colorado.

While some people opted to hold 
garage sales at their homes, others 
moved their items to The Gateway 
and some parked along the highway, 
with their wares spread over the 
ground and on tables.

While many local people shopped 
the sales, there were also plenty of 
people out driving the highway.

Jane Adair of Cripple Creek, 

Colo., stopped at The Gateway Fri-
day afternoon. She said she stayed 
in Goodland on Thursday night so 
she could get an early start in St. 
Francis on Friday. 

As she walked around looking at 
the wares, she said that she planned 
to go farther east on the highway that 
day, although she didn’t know how 
far she would make it. The distance 
would depend on when she ran out 
of money or when the car got full, 
said Ms. Adair, whichever happens 
first.

She said this was the first time 
she had taken part in the Treasure 
Hunt, but thought it was a great idea. 
Ms. Adair added that she had found 
some wonderful things.

Those selling items on Saturday 
said things had slowed down a little 
bit, and they suspected that lots of 
people had headed on east.

By Sunday afternoon, people 
were packing up the stuff they 
hadn’t sold  and moving it back 
home.

Museum plans changes with acquisition
By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis@nwkansas.com

The Oberlin Convention and 
Visitors Bureau board talked with 
the curator of the Last Indian Raid 
Museum about possible changes 
coming after the museum purchased 
the building in between the main 
office and gift shop.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the Oberlin-Decatur County 
Economic Development Corp., 
asked what the museum board 
planned to do with the new acqui-
sition. Curator Sharleen Wurm 
said the museum had bought Greg 
Lohoefener’s office building, but 
has no firm plans for it. The idea is 
to move the museum office into the 
new building, then enlarge the par-
lor in the current office and entrance. 
It could be used for meetings by 
groups of 10-15 people, she said.

Mrs. Wurm said the board bought 
the building with the money left by 
Lois Eckhart and  from an anony-
mous donor.

With the purchase, people will 
enter and exit the museum through 

the new office. Now people are 
coming in through the office and 
leaving through the gift shop. Visi-
tors  will still go to the gift shop last, 
she said, but will exit through the 
new office.

Mrs. Wurm said another idea is 
to put a genealogy area in the back 
part of the new building. There will 
also be some more storage so the 
third annex, the building next to 
the depot, could be opened up for 
exhibits.

People have been very gener-
ous to donate to the museum, she 
added.

The plan will elevate the profes-
sionalism at the museum a notch, 
said Gary Anderson, owner of the 
LandMark Inn.

“I think it will be a great addi-
tion,” said Mrs. Wurm.

At the beginning of the summer, 
bureau members talked about pos-
sibly paying for some advertising 
for the Mini Sapa Festival at the 
museum, said Mr. Anderson. The 
group talked about doing some radio 
advertising and possibly some print 

ads, too.
Ms. Grafel said she had finished a 

proposal to get bids for a new motel 
and presented it to the Oberlin City 
Council. She said she also has talked 
with the city attorney about some 
phrasing. The council put off a deci-
sion so members could have time to 
study the proposal, she said. 

The survey flags placed on the 
city property at the corner of The 
Gateway, said Mr. Anderson, have 
people talking. He said he’s heard 
a lot of good comments and a lot of 
people think it’s a good idea to put 
a motel in that location.

In other business, the bureau 
members:

• Briefly talked about their float 
entry for the museum parade.

• Agreed to pay the last $50 for 
a DVD Stern Media is  putting to-
gether to promote the area and bring 
people here.

• Approved hiring Warren Bainter 
to do the books for the bureau for 
$120 a year.

• Heard that Mr. Anderson had 
guests from Wichita last week. 

They were going to go to Colby to 
the museum, said Mr. Anderson, 
but he encouraged them to go to 
the museum here and they were 
impressed.

Winners selected
using tie-breaker

Six people guessed eight games 
right this week for the Pigskin 
Pick-em contest, so the tie-breaker 
determined the winners.

Todd Ketterl was seven points 
off the tie-breaking score, winning 
first place and $15 in scrip. Travis 
Raile won second place and $10 
in scrip, guessing 15 points off the 
tie-breaker, while Mary Kinser won 
third place and $5 in scrip.

Those who had eight correct win-
ners but did not come close in the tie-
breaker were Brock Baxter, Smith 
Center; Kari Ketterl, Herndon; and 
Valisha Raile, Oberlin.  Eight people 
picked seven of the eight possible 
winners, including Gary Anderson, 
Owen Wilson, Charlotte Strecker-
Baseler, Ron Solko, Rodney Solko, 
Kimberly Solko, Ivis Hanson and 
Brent Juenemann. Five people, 
including Norm Wendelin, Cheri 
Kastens, Colleen Gee, Steve Vontz, 
and Connie Grafel, chose six. Two 
people, Mabel Zimmerman and Ja-
cob Gee, picked five winners. Justin 
Gee and Helen Gee guessed four.

Contest rules are on Page 5B 
along with an entry form. Forms 
are available at Wagner Chevrolet, 
Buick, Pontiac, and Cadillac of 
McCook, Farm Credit of Western 
Kansas, Ward Drug Store, Raye’s 
Grocery, the LandMark Inn, Home 
Planning Center, Fredrickson In-
surance Agency, Farm Bureau 
Financial Services, and The Oberlin 
Herald .

This week’s games included:
•  University of Kansas over Sam 

Houston State, 38-14.
•  Oberlin over Plainville, 34-0.
•  Oakley over Rawlins County, 

30-0.
•  Smith Center over Norton, 

22-20.
•  Hill City over Golden Plains, 

36-28.
•  Colby over Hoxie, 26-6.
•  St. Francis over Goodland, 

34-6.
•  McCook over Scottsbluff High 

School, 42-7.
•  Emporia State over Fort Hays 

State University, 24-13.

Pumpkin
patch ready
for picking

With the seasons changing, it’s 
time for pumpkins. 

And what pumpkin is better than 
a free pumpkin?

Earlier in the summer, the Sun-
flower Chapter of Pheasants For-
ever decided to plant a pumpkin 
patch on the old lake bed at Sappa 
Park. Those pumpkins are ready 
now, and anyone can go out to the 
patch and pick what they want.

A sign marks the entrance to the 
patch, right before the bridge and the 
entrance to the old youth ranch, said 
Dori Pauls, secretary of the group. 

The pumpkins are free to anyone 
who wants to go pick one. Mrs. 
Pauls said there are lots of the 
squash in all shapes and sizes.

The entrance is blocked off, she 
added, because motorized vehicles 
aren’t allowed in the area. Pumpkin 
pickers should walk in and carry 
their prizes out.


