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DECATUR COUNTY has 25 townshi psallocated into threecommlsson dlstrlcts The City of Oberlin |sspI|t |ntwo

* Shiftsin population causeredigtricting

(Continued from Page 1A)
by theappraisersoffice. InJuly, the
numbers were district No. 1 with
1,130, No. 2 with 1,076 and No. 3
with871. Sincelast month, shesaid,
No.1 has gone up 15 people, No. 2

down 14 and No. 3isdown six.
Compared to the February fig-

ures, No. 1 isdown 52 people, No.
2 down 66 people and No. 3 down
64 people.

The commissioners decided to
makeafew changessothat eachdis-
trict would have just alittle over
1,000 people, moving Center, Olive
and Roosevelt townshipsfrom No.

1to No. 3 and Beaver Township
from No. 2 to district No. 3.
Bassettville Township goes from
No. 3toNo. 2.

With the change, Mr. McEvoy's
DistrictNo. 1has1,027 people, Mr.
Unger's No. 2 has 1,041 and Mr.
Brown'sNo. 3has1,032.

Peoplewholivein Center, Olive,
Roosevelt, Beaver and Bassettville
townships will still go to the same
polling place, said County Clerk
Marilyn Horn, but they will havea
different commissioner. The next
election isinthefall of 2008, she

* Council debateslowering areafee

(Continued from Page 1A)
erlin want activities for their chil-
dren, shesaid. Next year, therewill
beafamily comingfromNortonand
onefrom McCook for classes.

When the parents here drove to
Atwood, shesaid, they filledup gas
tanksthere, bought groceriesandate
meals. |sn’ titimportant to keepthat
business at home? she asked

“Besides,” said Mrs. Rouse,
“what are we telling our kids, that
they aren’t worth investing in?’

Another issuewasstoragefor the
mats. She said they could store the
mats in the corners of the walking
track. The beam and one mat that
rollsupwould needtobestoredina
corner of thearena, shesaid, butthey
could be moved out if necessary.

With the size of the arena, she
added, they could possibly runtwo
classes at once, which would take
lesstime.

The gymnasts can pay rent, she
said, but not as much as The Gate-
way charges. Currently The Gate-
way charges $150 for use of the
arenaintheevening, said City Clerk
DeannaCastle, and thecivic center
loses about $100,000 ayear.

Councilman Rob McFee said he

had been accosted about 11 times
downtown by citizens wanting to
talk about the request. He said he
didn’t hear any negative responses
about thegymnastsusingthearena.
The question iswhether the city is
going to make The Gateway self-
supporting or isit going to beabout
community involvement.

Hesaid heisn’t against the gym-
nasts using the arena. He asked if
Creative Movements has its own
insurance, and Mrs. Rousesaidyes.

Mr. McFee said he knows the
groupcan't pay thefull rent, but this
isabout community involvement.

“Thebenefit would far outweigh
the disadvantage,” he said.

Now throughMarch, itlookslike
either Tuesday or Wednesdays
wouldwork best, said City Admin-
istrator Gary Shike. Doesthecoun-
cil want to bump the gymnasts if
someonewantstorentthearena?he
asked.

What doyouthink?” Councilman
Jay Anderson asked Mrs. Rouse.
Wouldn’'t the city be contacted
about use ahead of time?sheasked,
and Dr. Anderson said that’ strue.

Mrs. Rouse said the club would
need thearenafrom 5to 7:30 p.m.

In the past, she said, they paid
$400 a year to use the Bohemian
Hall. Shesaid they could maybego
alittlehigher thanthat but shewould
need to go through her board.

Classes run September through
April, shesaid. Whenthekidsaren't
in school, they don’t have classes.

Will the city have to have some-
oneat thearenawhilethegymnasts
are there? asked Mr. McFee. Yes,
said City Clerk Deanna Castle, but
in the winter, the building is open
until 7 p.m.

That upsthecostif thecity hasto
have someone at the building, said
Dr. Anderson.

Do employees work flex time?
asked Susan May, a mother and
coach, suggestng that someone
couldcomeinalittlelater on Tues-
daysandthen stay later.

What if they\ gymnasts could be
out by 7 p.m.?asked Mrs. Rouse.

Mrs. Lohoefener made a motion
to allow the gymnasts to use the
arenaon Tuesdaysor Wednesdays,
being out by 7 p.m.

County Commissioner Stan Mc-
Evoy, aformer city councilmanwho
was in the audience, asked if the
council alowsthegymnaststohave

adiscounted rate, will they allow
other groups onetoo?

“Isthereanyoneherewho thinks
this building will ever be self sup-
porting?’ asked Mr.McFee.Noone
raised their hand.

“Do wetry to work towards that
or dowework onbehalf of thegood
of the people who live here?’ he

Mr. McFee said he has lived in
Oberlinfor 24 yearsand therehave
been lots of good and lots of bad
things happenin that time.

This group is one of the good
things, he said, so shouldn’t it be
supported?

As far as Commissioner Mc-
Evoy’s question goes, said Mr.
McFee, thereisn’t any group he
knows of that workswith kidswho
could pay thefull price.

Without a price in the motion, it
was rescinded and tabled for two
weeks. Mayor Stanley said in that
time, the city could maybe set up
some guidelines, makingthegroup
responsiblefor settingupany tables
and chairsthat they take down.

Thenext council meetingwill be
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 23, at
The Gateway.

L essthan aweek |eft toregister for $1,000prize

The last day to register for the
Oberlin merchants' annual $1,000
Shopping Spreeis Tuesday, justin
timefor the drawing next Wednes-
day evening.

Shoppers 18 and older have until
5p.m. Tuesday tofill out aregistra-
tiondipand putitinoneof theboxes

at asponsoring businesses.

At the annual Potluck Back-to-
School Picnic, which starts at 6:30
p.m next Wednesday, awinner will
bedrawntoreceive$1,000in scrip
money. There is no purchase re-
quired, but the winner must be
present and names will be drawn

Carnival needsvolunteers

Anyonewho wantsto sign up to
work a game at the Home-Owned
Carnival still hastime.

The schedule of the games and
times open to work ison Page 3A

of this week’s paper. People can
sign up for atime by either calling
Ray Jewelry at 475-3351 or stop-
ping by the toy van at the fair-
grounds.

HANDCRAFTED WOOD PELLET GRILLS

Your TRAEGER Grill Dealer for this area

e Taste the Difference « Healthier Foods

* No Flare Ups

e The Best Grill, Smoker & BBQ

on the market today!

* We have accessories, pellets, spices

* Environmentally Sound

R & M Service Center

150 S. Penn Ave. « Downtown Oberlin

Friendly Sales and Service
(785) 475-2177

until awinner isfound.

In case of bad weather, the draw-
ing will be moved into the high
school cafeteria.

Sponsors include Prairie Petals,
theLandMark Inn, Flowershby L ee,

Stanley Hardware, Raye' sGrocery,
WardDrug, Culligan Water Condi-
tioning Co., Addleman Drug Store,
Dale' s Fish ‘N’ Fun, Countryside
Veterinary Clinic, R&M Service
Center and The Oberlin Herald.

pull live bottom trailers

H&M Farms is Expanding!

We have openings for full-time or part-time drivers to

Phillipsburg, KS areas. We are also looking for drivers
to pull tanker in the Trenton area. Check out our new
pay rates and bonuses. Home nightly. Must have Class
A CDL with 2 years experience. Call 308-334-5152
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

in the Trenton, NE or

for more information.

*Wind

power

proponents
court council

(Continued from Page 1A)
the Kansas Municipal Energy
Agency, said Sunflower Electric
Power Co. hasbeenworking onput-
ting in another unit near Holcomb,
but environmentalistshaveit stalled
by challenging the permits.

Will that power cost more since
theunitshavetoburncleaner?asked
Dr. Anderson. Mr. Widener said
there will be more money put into
the new unit to makeit cleaner.

Since Sunflower Wind will pro-
duce nearby, said Mr. Rasure, they
can be competitive with costs. The
power won't have to be moved.

Mr. Widener said the Sunflower
Wind contract says the city hasto
cancel itscurrent contracts. Thecity
could pay huge penalties, he said.

Frankly, said City Administrator

Gary Shike, heissurprisedthat Sun-
flower Windiswillingtooffer a20-
year contract.

Thefinancier requireslong con-
tracts, saidMr. Rasure, but thecom-
pany pretty much knows its costs
now. If the wind stops blowing in
western Kansas, he said, there will
be probably bigger problems.

Couldthetotal power production
from thewind farm be absorbed in
thisarea?said Mr. Shike. Somewiill
probably be moved to other areas,
Mr. Rasurereplied.

Istheinfrastructurehhereto move
that much power?asked Mr. Shike.
Withthe projected size of thewind
farm, yes, said Mr. Rasure.

Whoownsthetransmissionline?
asked Dr. Anderson. Sunflower
Electric, said Mr. Widener.

Mayor Joe Stanley saidthecoun-
cil would need sometimeto absorb
the proposal .

Since Sunflower Wind wants to
start construction next spring, said
Mr. Rasure, they need to hear from
the city within three weeks.

Are there penalties to get out of
power contracts? asked Commis-
sioner Stan McEvoy. It would be

hard to get out of afederal agree-
ment, said Mr. Widener.

City Foreman Dan Castlesaid he
doesn’t want to lose the 3 cents per
kilowatt power from the federal
dams. Itisvery clean power gener-
ated from snow melt off the Rocky
Mountains, said Mr. Widener.

If the city doesn’t want to break
theexisting contracts, said Mr. Ra-
sure, Sunflower Wind still wantstc
sell the city power, but the price
would be higher.

Hesaid that withtheexpansion of
theairport, they will bebringing in
customers on jets probably two tc
sixtimesamonth. Thosepeoplewill
stay and eat here.

“Whether youlikeit or not, wind
iscoming,” hesaid.

Isthereatransmissionpriceonthe
federal power? asked Connie
Grafel, city marketing and eco-
nomic development director. It is
hard to break down those numbers,
said Mr. Rasure, but it isbuilt in.
Depending on the time of day, he
said, thepricevaries.

Thewind turbines, said Mr. Ra-
sure, will have 108-foot blades on
towers180to250feet tall. Probably,
hesaid, they will usetowersof vary-
ing heights about half amile apart.

There was a question about
whether Sunflower Electric would
let thewind firm transmit power on
itsline. Mr. Rasuresaid federal law
saysthat they haveto givethem ac-
cess.

Therearelotsof operationissues
that need to beflushed out, said Mr.
Widener, and hewould behappy to
help.

Carolyn Burtis, owner of R.J.
Metcalf Real Estate, said shethinks
the council needs to consider anc
look at all ways of doing things.
Peoplearegoingtofeel thepinch of
recentincreaseinelectricand sewer
rates, shesaid.

Mayor Stanley said the council
would “chew onthis’ and get back
to M r. Rasure.

City upsprice
for rentinglights

TheOberlinCity Council decided
toincreasethemonthly priceof yard
lights by a dollar because of the
changesin the electrical rates last
month.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the city had been charging
$7.50amonthfor peopletorentthe
lights, including power. Normally,
hesaid, they try toencouragepeople
to put their own lights up on their
side of their meter, which the city
will do.

Withtheincreaseinelectricrates,
he said, they need to increase the
charge by a dollar a month. The
council approved the increase to
$8.50 amonth.

Mr. Shikesaid heguessedthat the
city hasat least 40 yard lights up.

The group talked briefly about a
cemetery plan presented by Coun-
cilman Jay Anderson with ideasto
improve the area. Mr. Shike sug-
gested that they look at the plan
again during or after the council’s
tour of the cemetery on Monday.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
they arealready having some prob-
lems at the new waste water treat-
ment plant with the flow meters,
which basically read how much
flow goesinto thelagoons. He said

he has to shut the power off and
reboot the system. Thefirst lagoon
at theplantisnow filled, hesaid.

Dr. Andersonsaidhehasreceiveo
more complaints that City Park is
turning into a doggie toilet. Mr.
Castle said the “no dogs allowed”
signsare up at the park.

In other business, the council:

» Agreed to movethe meeting on
Thursday, Aug. 16, to Thursday,
Aug. 23.

» Heard a meeting on the city’s
planfor alonger runway at theair-
portisplanned for Friday, Aug. 31,
withGov. Kathleen Sebelius’ sstaff
and the secretary of transportation
in Topeka.

» Approved revised versions for
the standard traffic ordinance anc
public offense code, which the
council does every year. Council-
man Rob McFee placed two no
votessincehehadn’ t seenanything
about either before the meeting.
Thereweren't any changes.

» Approved the city’s electricity
resource plan with no public com-
ment. The plan isrequired for the
city to continue getting federal hy-
dropower. Basically theplan shows
the utilities service area and plans
for supplying power toit.

Fair

copy error.

34th Anniversary of the Carnival!

Decatur County

Days

August 7 - 11

There will be no talent show on Tuesday,
August 7th at the Fair. Thiswas an ad




