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Hoxie couple considers free land offer

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

A rura Hoxie couplethinking about moving
totownisconsidering an offer for freeland.

Mark and Dorothy Heimlive 15 milesnorth-
east of Hoxie. Dorothy met with city officials
earlier thismonthtotalk about guidelineson 19
lotsHoxiehasto giveaway.

The lots were given to the city by aformer
private development group, and the city plans
to givethem to anyonewho will build ahome.

“1"d like to know from the city what we can
do,” Mrs. Heim said.

Hoxie City Attorney Ken Eland said agroup
of investors known as the Hoxie Devel opment
Co. dishanded |ast year after nearly 46 yearsof
operation, leaving 19 lotsin northeast Hoxie.
The group donated the lotsto the city asaway
tolurenew homeownerstoanareafrom 14thand

Noble Streetsto 17thand King, just north of the
development known asWheatridge.

Anyone approved for alot must agreeto be-
gin construction within six months, Mr. Eland
said, and completeahomewithin 18 months. All
homesmust besinglefamily dwellingsnot less
than 800 squarefeet onthe ground floor and no
larger than two and one-half storiestall. No
mobileor manufactured homeswill beallowed,
however, modular homes on permanent foun-
dationswill be.

Mrs. Heim said she and her husband plan to
build a home with an attached garage which
would be 70 by 35feet. If they submit their ap-
plication, andit’ sapproved, they will bethefirst
peopleto usetheoffer.

Thecity requiresa$500 application fee des-
ignated to pay for legal expenses. Applicants
must obtaintitleinsurancefor ageneral warranty
deed thecity will issue. Andthecity retainsthe

right to reject applications of those who can’t
show they’ll actually build ahome.

Applicants wanting to build a home larger
thanwill fitonasinglelot canapply for multiple
lots. Thecity will decidebased onthesizeof the
home and proposed location . The city will pay
theproperty taxesonall lotsuntil suchtimeprop-
erty isconveyed toitsnew owner.

Hoxieisnow oneof agrowinglist of commu-
nitieswithlandto giveaway.

The cities of Atwood, Plainville, Lincoln,
Minneapolis, Washington, Wilson, Ellsworth,
Kanopolis, Marquette, Holyrood, Eureka and
Chetopahavesimilar promotionsfor residential
property. Stockton, Lincoln and Washington
have commercial property to be given away.
Freeland promotionsinthoseareascan beseen
at www.kansasfreeland.com

HoxieCity Clerk JessicaSpresser (785) 675-
3291 can help anyoneinterested in the offer .

Sheridan
County

+ Money spent for economic development
in Sheridan County in 2006 — $50,000.

+ Population today 2,600, in 2000 2,813, in
1990 3,043,in 1980, 3,544.

« People working today 1,411
1,437,in 1990 1,482, in 1980 2,070.

«Economic Development Director— Jes-
sica Spresser, interim, two months service.

+ EDC office at 924 Sheridan Ave., Hoxie.
Phone (785) 675-3016.

+Median familyincomein 2000— $33,547.

, in 2000

Country tries several development ideas

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

A few determined Sheridan County business-
menyearsago established the Sheridan County
Economic Development Corp.

“There was no economic development until
they formed agroup and hired Kyle Andregg,”
said Hoxieresident Dan William.

Mr. William, avicepresident of theFirst State
Bank of Hoxie and a member of the Hoxie
Chamber of Commerce, said before1994, busi-
ness owners spearheaded economic devel op-
mentinthecounty. Tenbusinessownershanned
together to open abowling alley, adoor factory
andal2,000-headfeedlot. Oneof thosemenwas
Don Prickett, who moved histrucking company
from Plainvilleto Hoxiein 1969.

“Oneof thethingsl learned alot of yearsago
isthat nothing stands still,” Mr. Prickett said.
“Y ou will grow or go backwards. Y ou don’t
stand still. Y ou either grow or it’ sgone. Weare
seeing evidence of that.”

For three years, he said, the group of men
owned adoor factory which wasamilewest of
HoxieonU.S. 24inwhatisreferredtoasHoxie' s
industrial park. Thefactory wasrenovated and

A BUSY DOWNTOWN HOXI E isreflected in the north end of Main Street as

patrons shop and visit.

is now home to a nondenominational church
called Living Word Fellowship.
Thebowlingalley,at 917 PineAve.inHoxie,
now istheDollar General Store. Colby resident
Tuffy Taylor, along with former economic de-
velopment director Bert Mosier, wasinstrumen-
tal inturning the building into avariety store.
The feedlot, originally owned by Mr.
Stephens, isnow owned by membersof theBob
Footefamily. Whileprincipal owner Bob Foote
livesin Bucyrus, Kan., the feedlot, which has
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expanded to 43,000 head, is managed by Scott
Footeof Hoxie.

MichelleFoote, Scott’ swife, isin her second
year asamember of the Sheridan County Eco-
nomic Devel opment Corp. board. When Scott’s
family purchased the feedlot she knew she
would be making a lifetime commitment to
Sheridan County.

“1 knew wewouldberaisingour childrenhere
and that we' d have a stake in the community,”
Mrs. Footesaid, “ not only for ourselves, but for

everyoneinthecommunity to haveagood qual-
ity of life.”

Sheservesastheboard’ ssecretary, andworks
withLeannaSloan, president; Rick Leiker, trea-
surer; and members Ron Schamberger, Wande
Sealock, Jacque Boultinghouse and Jessice
Spresser.

In 1994 John Karls of Selden along with
County Attorney Mike Haas and the late Kyle
Andregg met withcommi ssioners Stan Rogers,
NormanK liewer and Dean Thomastotal k about
organizing an economic development group
bringingtogether thecounty, thecitiesof Hoxie
and Selden, the Sheridan County Hospital and
the Hoxie AreaChamber of Commerce.

Mr. Andregg served oneyear asdirector.

OnJan. 5, 2000, Bert Mosier washired aeco-
nomicdevelopment executivedirector. Mosier
headed up the corporation until June 2005.

Mr. Mosier said former Hoxie residents Bill
Gasper and BrianKirk, Rick Leiker and Selden
residentsK arlsand Boultinghouse, helpedform
the current devel opment corporation.

“Weare proudest of thefact that both Hoxie
and Selden’ smainstreetsareful |, withonly three
empty buildingsbetweenthem,” Ms. Spresser,
theHoxiecity clerk said.
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The Road to Wellness in Northwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

Hoxie Medical Clinic

John France M.D.
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C
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