commissona’s
recalvereports
about extenson

Members of the Decatur County
Extension Council reported to
county commissionerslast Tuesday
about what their office on the first
floor of the courthouse has been
doing.

Members Rick Doeden and Dr.
Elizabeth Sliter said the council
meets once a month. Mr. Doeden
sai dthey want to start comingtothe
commissioners’ meetingsmore of -
tentoletthemknow what’ shappen-
ing.

He said they asked Extension
Agent Byron Hale and secretary
DonnaGronewegtowriteupevery-
thing they havedone, andthey gave
the commissioners copies of those
reports.

Part of thejob of thecouncil, said
Mr. Doeden, ishelping to set sala
ries. They get guidelinesfromKan-
sas State University, which pays
part of thecost. Therest comesfrom
the county’ sbudget.

Mr. Doeden said they have been
conservativeonraisesthisyear and
wondered what the county did for
cost of living increases.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said
the county, too, hasbeen conserva-
tive on payroll. Probably the high-
estincreaseswerearound2 1/2t0 3
percent, he said, but the county
didn’tactually doapercentageraise.

The last few years, he said, the
county employeeshavereceivedan
across-the-board raise. For ex-
ample, everyonereceived $50 more
amonththisyear.

Mr. Hale, said Dr. Sliter, isgood
at making resources stretch. He
hired ayoung manwho hel pedredo
theextensionwebsite. It wasagood
investment, she said, becausethere
are already more people using it.
The site is www.oznet.ksu.edu/
decatur.

The extension service does pro-

County
roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers.

* Agreed to give the city-county
Economic Development Corp.
$10,000 to help pay a private con-
tractor for dirt work for a runway
near Jennings. Story to come.

* Discussed getting more than
two voting machines for the county,
which would allow having more
than one polling place, butmade no
decision. Story below.

* Received reports from mem-
bers of the Extension Council. Story
atleft.

* Heard the Drug and Alcohol
Board will cut back on handouts
during the Decatur County Fair this
year. Story on Page 12.

grams for al age levels, said Mr.
Doeden.

Commissioner DoyleBrownsaid
hehasheard that the county amuse-
ment authority, the fair board and
everyone else involved with the
county fair don't seemto beonthe
same page.

The extension council, said Mr.
Doeden, has hothing to do with the
fair. Thecouncil overseestheoffice
and the only time the group talks
about thefairiswhenMr. Halesays
what heisdoing to helpwithit.

Both Mr. Doeden and Dr. Sliter
saidif thecommissionershear com-
ments about the service or employ-
ees, they would liketo hear them.

Mr. Doeden said they would
probably be back againin Septem-
ber.

Voting machines
availablefor county

The Decatur County commis-
sionersand clerk discussed getting
morevoting machinessothecounty
could have more than one polling
place when they met last Tuesday
but no decisionswere made.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
thecounty canhavemoremachines.
Actually, she said, the state allo-
cated $35,000 for this county for
machines. Each machine, whichis
set up to help disabled peoplevote,
costs $5,000, so that would be
enough for six or seven machines.

Now, the county is set up to get
two, shesaid, onefor thecourthouse
for advancevoting and onefor The
Gateway, which will be the single
polling place.

Maintenance for each machine,
said Mrs. Horn, could run $3,500 a
year per machine. The county will
havetopay for maintenanceoneach
oneit gets, every year, whether the
machineisused or not.

The extramachineswould mean
there could be one polling placein
each city, including Oberlin,

Dresden, Jennings and Norcatur,
shesaid.

Mrs. Horn said she still hasn’t
heard about the possibility of satel-
litevoting, whereshewoul dtakethe
machinetoeachcity onadesignated
day before the election and allow
peopletovote. Shesaid shecantake
paper ballotsto the citiesand have
advance voting, but they need a
changein state law to take the ma-
chines.

The county, said Commissioner
DoyleBrown, would havetoget the
word out beforethe day Mrs. Horn
would be in acity so people can
comeand vote.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
he can’t see the county purchasing
abunch of machines and then pay-
ing for maintenance and upgrades
every year. Thestatedoesn’ t pay for
that part, he noted.

The commissioners didn’t make
adecision about the machines. So
far, they said, they have heard little
publiccomment about themachines
ortheplanforasinglepolling place.
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o The all-new flagship of the Star line is designed to show and go—with great looks, big power
and great handling. ® An all-new fuel-injected 113-cubic-inch (1854cc) air-cooled pushrod
V-twin produces effortless thrust at nearly any speed. ® Maximum torque is reached at only 2500
rpm, which results in 75 mph at only 3300 rpm—relaxed cruising. ® An all-new long and low
aluminum frame provides great handling, thanks to near 50/50 weight distribution.  The S stands
for chrome: this one comes with lots of the shiny stuff, including polished 12-spoke wheels.

401 East B Street
McCook, NE 69001
(308) 345-5200
1-800-345-0031
devenymotors@yahoo.com
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T THE HIGH SCHOOL field Friday, Ashley Edgertonrolled alarge ball
Russwalked alongside aspart of the Oberlin Elementary School track-and-field fun day
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

as Sarah

Road work will delay drivers

Work on the highway through
Jennings was started last Monday
with traffic being rerouted around
work crews.

TheKansasDepartment of Trans-
portation scheduled thework on K -
383 to rebuild and widen the road
from Jennings to the Decatur/
Norton County line.

VentureCorporationout of Great
Bend will start the rebuilding pro-
cessin the city limitsand moveto-
wardsthe county line.

“BeginningMonday, contractors

will close off the eastbound lanes
from Topeka Street to the east part
of town,” said Eric Oel schlager, en-
gineer.“ Duringthefirst two phases
of thisconstruction project, Kansas
and Washington Avenuesaswell as
County Road 509 will be closed.
Topeka Street will be closed
throughout all four phases of work
intown. Itisatight, 65-day sched-
uleto completetheintownwork.”
Trafficlightswill be set up at the
east part of Jennings, west of Topeka
Street. Withtheonelaneshut down,

Citytodiscusscable

The Oberlin City Council will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday to dis-
cusstransfer of the cable franchise
agreement and a plan for the cem-
etery.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said thecouncil will havethetrans-
fer of afranchise agreement from
CebridgeCommunicationstoEagle
Communications.

Councilman Jay Anderson plans

to talk about his cemetery plan,
which he distributed at the May 4
meeting, but wanted to wait to dis-
Ccuss.

Theplan callsfor moretreesand
other improvements at the Oberlin
Cemetery.

Themeetingisopentothepublic
but will not beaired onlocal access
cablechannel 7 sinceitisthesecond
meeting of themonth.

Big Timber
Memorial Services \
Sunday, May 28
10 a.m. followed by
Potluck Dinner at 12:30 p.m.
at the City Hall in Jennings.
Drinkswill be furnished.
Please bring your own table service.
WAR DEAD
Foreign Service
Joseph Cilek Fred Wentz Frank Pachner
John Fiala, Sr. James Janousek Gustave Steffen
Albert Janousek Joseph Urban Joseph Tucek
Matt Kaspar, Sr. Joseph Vacura
Civil War Spanish American War
Bartholomew Henry Anthony Kolsky
World War |
Henry W. Heilman Anthony Kaspar
William Krizek Joseph Petracek
World War |1
Edward Cilek Anton Vacura Raymond Pavlicek
Vollie Kathka Carl Kasper Myron Skubeal
Raymond Matousek Bernard Ehrlich John Petracek
Alfred W. Heilman  Frederick A. Flaska ~ Stanley Mazanek
Vietham Korea
Wayne Buchanan Raymond Kaspar Norman Petracek
Peacetime Harwoqd Ch_andler
Elmer Petracek Bennie Krizek
Charles Votapka

only the westbound lanes will be
open, so drivers can expect afew
minute’ swait.

Thecontractor will mill off three
inches of old pavements and apply
aseven-inchasphalt overlay. Paved
shoulders will be widened to five
feet and the slope of the dirt shoul-
derswill beflattened.

Cable
company
changes

Eagle Communications of Hays
has purchased several area cable
systemsfrom Cebridge Communi-
cations, which provides cable anc
Internet servicesin Oberlin.

Eagle Communications is ex-
pandingtoinclude16townsinKan-
sasand Colorado.

The Hays firm negotiated a pur-
chase agreement with Cebridgefor
the cable systems in the Kansas
communities of Abilene, Lincoln,
Luray, Natoma, Kanopolis, Sylvan
Grove, Sterling, Geneseo, St.
Francis, Clay Center, Oberlin, Bird
City, Ellsworth, McDonald anc
Tipton, andin Wray, Colo.

“Eagle is considered a leader
among small cable companies
across the U.S.,” said Gary Shor-
man, president and chief executive
officer of thefirm. “ The communi-
tieswehaveacquiredaresimilarin
sizeto thecommunitieswe already
serve, making it agreat acquisition
forus.”

Eagle Communi cationsisal ready
afamiliarnamein St. Francis, asthe
company purchased thecity-owneo
Internet servicetherein April 2005.

Currently, the firm says, Eagle
offerslocal network channelsin
highdefinition, digital videorecord-
ers, Internet with download speeds
up to 6 Mb and adigital phone ser-
vicein many of itssystems.

The business owns and operates
23 radio stations in Kansas, Ne-
braska and Missouri, and 22 cable
systems in Kansas and Colorado.
Thecompany alsoprovides|nternet
and voice-over-Internet telephone
Services.

Classes
offered

Colby Community College will
offer certified medication aide up-
date classestoday and Wednesday,
May 31, at the Andbe Home in
Norton.

The course, worth 10 contact
hoursand onecollegecredit, will be
from 9 am. to 4:30 p.m. today anc
from9a.m.t012:30p.m.onMay 31.
Instructor will beJoyceRima, areg-
istered nurse.

To request aregistration form,
cal Mary Herbel at (785) 462-3984,
ext. 286.
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Addleman Drug Store

Bargain Box

The Carpet Center
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Cabinet Land
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CMA Distributors

Countryside Veterinary

Creative Dimensions

Culligan Soft Water

Custom Trophy

Dale’s Fish ‘N’ Fun

Decatur County Alcohol and
Drug Council

Decatur County Feed Yard

Decatur County Title and
Abstract

Decatur Co-op

Decatur County Implement

Decatur Health Systems

Diederich’s Salon of Design

Dr. Gary Fredrickson

Fair Chiropractic

Farm Bureau

Farmers Bank & Trust

Fidele Electric

Fine Spirits Video

First National Bank

Flowers by Lee

Fredrickson Insurance

Frontier Motel
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) The Oberlin Rotary Cluband the {— "~

S DCHS Juniors and Seniors P
- would like to thank the following )
( for supporting the 2006 Post-Prom Party

LandMark Inn

Lincoln Repair
Lohoefner Grain

Lund Law Firm
McEvoy Repair

Metcalf Real Estate
Nanny's Attic

Nor’west Newspapers
Oberlin Automotive - NAPA
Oberlin Concrete
Oberlin Medical Arts
Oberlin Sinclair & A&W
Pauls Funeral Home
Pizza Hut

Prairie Petals

Prairie Land Electric
Quality Truck and Auto
Oberlin Fertilizer

R&M Service Center
Raye’s Grocery

Reeves Seed House
Reliance Body Shop
Rocking R

Shaw Aerial Spraying
Shear Creations

Shelli's Hair Design
Split End

Dale Soderlund Auction
Stanley Hardware

The Bank

The Dresser

The Reload

Two Mike’s Custom
United NW Credit Union
Waddell & Reed

Ward Drug

Warren Bainter C.PA.
Wash Board

KuhIman Retail Liquor
Wal-Mart

Keeno’s Roadhouse
Snacky Snacks Chips
Dr. Haugens

Pepsi Cola Bottling Company
Stampinup

A special Thank you to Sarah Fredrickson




