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transformer wasinstalled and hooked up.

AT THECITY POWER PLANT last Tuesday, acrew from Midstates Contractors of
Salina, Solomon Transformer Co. out of Solomonand aHixson Construction cranefrom
McCook helped put in the new transformer. The city crew generated power while the

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

* Digrict hasretirement policy

(Continued from Page 1A)

qualify for full regular retirement.

Therearetimeswhenearlyretire-
ment can be good for the district,
said Mr. Glodt. For example, if a
teacher appliesfor early retirement
and isn’'t going to bereplaced, then
the district can pay the 95 percent
over afive-year period and then be
done. That cansavetheschool salot
of money, so it makes sensethen.

Often, if apositionisgoingto be
filled,itwill beby someonewithless
experience, said Mr. Glodt, which
would meanlesssalary.

Originally, he said, the early re-
tirement policy wasputinthenego-
tiated agreement for teachers and
administrators. Mr. Glodt said the
first year he was here, the board

chosetotaketheadministratorsout
of thepolicy, whichmeansearly re-
tirement isn't availablefor them.

Seven employees have applied
fortheearly retirement, andthefirst
three were approved by the school
board.

The first year, 2001, the board
approved Gordon Matson, former
high school principal, and teacher
Carol Morfordfor early retirement.
Both took the five-year plan. The
district will have paid Mr. Matson
$66,837 as of thisyear, Mr.. Glodt
said. They will have paid Ms.
Morford $35,881.

Sharon Addleman, ahigh school
teacher, got early retirement starting
in 2002 for threeyears. Thedistrict
paid her $17,693 by theend of 2005.

Since then, teachers Audrey
Pavlicek and Maria Sanden both
applied. Both were denied, even
though Mrs. Sanden applied two
yearsrunning.

This year, both counselor Nita
Lavielle and teacher Cynthia
Matson asked for early retirement.
Theboard said no to both.

Theboard didn’t giveany expla-
nationforthedenial, Mr. Glodtsaid,
though memberssaid payingteach-
ersnot towork might behard to ex-
plaintotaxpayerswhentheschools
have been cutting back. Theteach-
erscanstill choosetoretirethrough
theregular system.

Early retirement payments, said
Mr. Glodt, are the only long-term
debt thedistrict has.

* County looksat tax breaks

(Continued from Page 1A)
county can’t dothat kind of work for
aprivatefirm.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the city-county Economic
Development Corp.., said the City
of Jenningsisgoingtoowntherun-
way for 30 days, which will allow
time for the county to do the dirt
work.

Thegroup, includingJimKredler,
withthe Department of Commerce,
talked about providingthefirmwith
anexemption on sal estax or aprop-
erty tax exemption for a set time.
Theland hasbeentax exempt, since
it wasaschool.

Businessproperty tax valuationis
normally 25 percent of the market
value, said Commissioner Ralph

*Wheat
prices
areup

(Continued from Page 1A)

Thesearen’tthehighest pricesthe
market has ever seen for wheat at
this time of the year, said Mr.
Shields, but they arehigh compared
tomost years.

TheU.S. Department of Agricul-
ture reported that in January, Kan-
sashad 10.2 million acres of wheat
planted. Oklahomahad 5.8 million
acres, said Mr. Shields.

In Kansas, not all of that wheat
will be harvested, but the vast ma-
jority will be. InOklahoma, hesaid,
they may only cut 60 percent, with
therest going for grazing.

Thefact isthat the price of wheat
isgood right now, said Mr. Shields,
the highest sincethefall of 2002.
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Unger. The building sold for
$150,000, so 25 percent is$37,500.

That isjust the building, said
Commissioner Doyle Brown, not
everything el sethey plan on doing.

Mr. Kredler said he just worked
withahelicopter company that went
into Ellsworth, and therewas some
question to how financially sound
thecompany was, sothecounty took
different steps.

Thiscompany isacashoperation,
saidMr. Unger. It soundedlikethey
didn’t want to get into any debt.

If thestatecandoanythingtohelp
the county, said Mr. Kredler, they
will.

Mr. Brown said he thought the
commissioners needed to find out
what the company wants and then
they can get more information. It
seemslikeatax break won't costthe
county any money, butitwould pro-
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duce some paperwork.

| sthecounty ready to say they will
help out? asked Mr. Brown.
Whether Jenningswantstoownthe
airport for 30 days or not, he said,
that isup to them.

What about tax abatements?
asked Mr. Unger. The county can
decide how to tailor that, for how
longandwhat percentageisabated,
saidMr. Kredler.

Itseemslikealogical placetouse
atax abatement and phaseit out, Mr.
Unger said.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said heisn't sureif the county can
do atax abatement or if just acity
can.

Mr. Kredler said the company
needs to say what they want the
county todoandthenthecounty can
check and seeif it will work and if
they areinterested.
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* Firecasein federal court

(Continued from Page 1A)
thentheinsurancefirmdoesn’thave
to pay.

Mr. Shultz said he doesn’t think
the casewill actually gototrial un-
til next summer.

TheDecatur County sheriff’ sof-
fice, whichworked the case, hasn't
had anything to report, except that
the state fire marshal who investi-
gated said it was arson.

Thereisapretrial conference set
inNovember. That will bethefinal

formal conference before the trial.
Thecasewill thengofromafederal
magistratejudgetoafederal district
court judge.

The court, said Mr. Shultz, will
requirethetwosidestositdownand
try to come to some settlement on
thecase.

The defenserequest at this point
has been for ajury trial. Since the
casewill beheardin front of afed-
era judge, trial will bein Wichita.

Mr. Shultz said duringthetrial, it

will behisjobtoprovethat therewas
afireand therewasdamage.

The lawyers for the insurance
company, Heritage Managing
Agency, will have to prove that
somehow, someonewith the plain-
tiff was connected with thefire, he
said. If they canprovethat, thenthey
canavoidliability andtheinsurance
company wont’ haveto pay.

As far as he knows, said Mr.
Shultz, theownershaven'’ treceiveg
any money fromtheinsurancefirm.

Center sdlingflagstobeon display

The Decatur County Good Sa-
maritan Center will have its own
Avenue of Flagsthisyear for Me-
morial Day.

Thestaff andresidentsplanto set

up theflagsin front of the building
in honor of the nation’s veterans.
Lisa Stacy, activitiesdirector, said
they will besellingtheflags for $10
each. Flags can be purchased in

honor or memory of aloved one. All
of themoney will gotohel pbuy sup-
pliesfor Alzheimer and dementic
patients. Anyoneinterested should
call her at 475-2245.
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