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Co-0p
reports
good year

By CYNTHIAHAYNES

After several tough years, the
Decatur Co-operative Association
celebrated anupswinginbusinesses
by handing out patronage checks
wortha most $200,000 at itsannual
meeting at The Gateway last Tues-
day.

The co-op set aside $665,000 for
patronage dividends, with farmers
and ranchersreceiving 6.43 cents
per bushel onwheat soldthroughthe
co-op, 6.01 centsonother grainsand
4.5 percent on all supplies, includ-
ing fuel.

Of that, patronsgot 30 percentin
cash and the rest in equity, which
will be paid to the members | ater,
assuming business stays good. So
far, officialssaid, theco-ophaspaid
out equity to members through
1994.

Salesfor theyear wereupby $7.3
million and last year was the first
time sal es have exceeded $25 mil-
lion— alittleunder $15 millionin
grainandalmost$10millioninsup-
plies. Theyear before, salestotaled
just $17.7 million.

Greg Daughhetee, acertified pub-
lic accountant with Lindburg &
Vogel of Hays, said that the in-
creased priceof grainallowedfarm-
ersto buy morefertilizer and fuel,
which helped increase profits.

Thebetter harvest alsohelped, he
said, with farmers putting more
grainin storage.

“Itwasavery, very goodyear for
thisco-op,” hesaid.

Heattributed theincreasesto sup-
port from the farmer-members, but
mostly tothehelp of Mother Nature
for providing moisturefor thecrops.

The strong balance sheet, which
showed a $600,000 increase in
members equity, isadirect result of
better crops, he said.

“The company continues to be
strong,” Daughhetee said. “Con-
gratulationson agood year.”

Co-op Manager Karol Evans
agreed.

“Our year didturnouttobeare-
aly good year,” he said. “For the
first timein along time, we had a
wheat crop.”

He also agreed with Mr.
Daughheteeastothereal reasonfor
theincreased business.

“It finally rained,” he said. “The
last timewe had agood, or normal,
year was 2000.

“Our farmersinthisareajust need
alittlebit of help from Mother Na-
tureto do what they can do.”

Mr. Evanssaidthat theco-op had
purchased a Jennings elevator and
|eased one from Lohoefener Grain
in Oberlin over the last couple of
years, but it wasn’t until recently
that therewas graintofill them.

Hesaid hewasn’t going to try to
predictthefuture, however, because
whilethemoisturehasbeengood so
far thisyear, thewindsaren't help-
ing to keep the moisturein the soil.

Thebest news, hesaid, isthat the
organizationispaying moreback to
thefarmersthisyear.

The co-op helps the towns it
serveshy providingjobsfor 32full-
time and some part-time help with
apayroll of $1.134 million. It pays
$113,000ayear inproperty taxes, he
said. They havelocationsat Oberlin,
Kanona, Jennings, Danbury, Neb.,
Lenora, Herndon and Ludell.

“Thefarmersand co-opreally do
play abigroleincommunity devel-
opment,” Mr. Evanssaid.

About 200 people— membersof
the co-op and their families and
friends — ate barbecued pork,
baked beans, potato salad, chipsand
chocolate cake before the business
meeting. Members re-elected
Rodney Bryan and ChrisBailey to
the board. Scholarships, safe-driv-
ing awards and awardsfor years of
service were handed out.
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had threatened officers.

recollections of that season.”

The Herald also received honorable mention in
sports features for a story about the undefeated
Decatur Community High football team of 1955 by
managing editor Kimberly Davis.

“Great use of old and new photos,” thejudge said.
“Tremendousresearchandgreat useof updatesonthe
whereaboutsnow of membersof that team, and their

The Telegramwon a second-place award for edi-
torial writing by former publisher CynthiaHaynes; a
third place for government and political writing by
Ms. Monier for astory about Norton County finding
out that it owned aschool building; athird placefor a
photo package on the Norton County Fair by Ms.
Monier, former publisher Dick Boyd, CarolynPlotts,
SusieMarbleand Charlotte Stephenson; athird place

TH I SPH OTO of Goodl and Pol | ceChlef Ray Smee hoId| ngaman at gunpoi nt won Tom
Betz of The Goodland Star-News afirst-place in the Kansas Press Association’ s Better
Newspapers Contest.

* Awardswon by areapapers

(Continued from Page 1A)

Tom Betz of The Goodland Star-News took first
placein news photography for weekly papers, circu-
lation up to 1,750, with a picture of the police chief
holding agun onamanwhowas suspected of having
explosivesand drugsinhishomeandwhoreportedly

for headline writing; and an honorable mention for
columnwritingby LizaDeines, whowritesabout her
youth during the Great Depression.

TheSar-Newsal sowonasecond placeincolumn
writingby Kathryn Burke; asecondfor asportsphoto
by Sharon Corcoran of cowboysgrabbing hold of a
wild cow’s tail during amilking contest at arodeo;
athirdplacefor newsandwriting excellence; anhon-
orablementionfor serieswriting by Mrs. Burke; and
an honorable mention for headlinewriting.

The Colby Free Presswon asecond-place award
for featurewriting by small dailiesfor astory about
aboy and hisdog by editor Patty Decker.

Thejudge said, “Nice feature that relatesimpor-
tance of connecting and bonding.”

Other area newspaper winning awards included
TheRawlinsCounty SquareDeal in Atwood, which
took first placefor itseditorial pagesfor weekly pa-
perswith acirculation of 1,751-4,000.

ThePhillipsburg Reviewwon an honorable men-
tion in sports photography for weekly newspapers
circulation 1,751-4,000.

School board member sdeny
twoearlyretirement requests

TheOberlin School Boarddenied
two requests for early retirement
incentives for teachers at its meet-
ing Monday, April 10.

Theincentivemeanstheteachers
will get 95 percent of theaverage of
their salary over thelast threeyears
paidinreducing percentagesover a
five- or 10-year period, said Super-
intendent Kelly Glodit.

Board members said they
wouldn’t pay theincentive, but that
doesn’t mean that the teachers still
can’t chooseto retire.

At the March meeting, Cynthia
Matson had sent aletter requesting
early retirement after 37 yearswith
the district. Mrs. Matson said she
started teaching in August 1969.
The district would pay around
$36,986.

The board decided to table the

decision until the April meeting to
see if anyone else requested the
early retirement.

Tuesday, April 4, Mr. Glodt said
theboard had received aletter from
highschool counselor NitaL avielle,
who hastaught and been acounse-
lor in the district for 17 years and
started in August 1989. She taught
for 13 years outside of the district
beforethat. The district would pay
around $44,694.

Three years ago, the board ap-
proved early retirement for Sharon
Addleman. The next year, they de-
niedrequestsfrom Audrey Pavlicek
and then Maria Sanden.

Board memberssaidtheproblem
isthat the district hasto pay part of
the cost of the early retirement. At
atimewhenthedistrict hasbeencut-
tingback, they said, it shardtojus-

tify the expense.

Board President Dewayne Jack-
sonsaid hethought they would have
agreat deal of difficulty sellingthis
tothepublic. Peoplewould ask why
the school district is paying these
teachersnot to work, hesaid.

Thereareobvioudly validreasons
why the board devel oped aplanfor
early retirement, hesaid, butit does
cost money. Board member Chris
Bailey saidheagreed. Theboardhas
denied two requests in the recent
past, he said, and it would be diffi-
cult to grant thesetwo.

Whatever the board does, said
Mr. Jackson, it needsto bethesame
foreveryone. Mr. Glodt agreed and
said the Kansas Association of
School Board’slegal counsel also
said the board needsto do the same
for both teachers.

Water tower tobeinspected

TheOberlinCity Council learned
Thursday that thecity’ swater tower
will beinspected at thebeginning of
May.

Thewater tower isinspected ev-
ery year onanalternating schedule,
said City Administrator Gary Shike.
Last year, the tower was inspected
fromtheoutside, hesaid, sothisyear
it will be drained down and thein-
sidewill beinspected.

SK

KETTERL'S

ANGUS

H

*Baxlar
*Power Design
*Retail Product
*Glubﬂ

\?ernor: I(eﬁerl
Todd Ketterl

785) 475-2427
RR 2 Box 115A, Herndon, KS 67739

785) 47 5- 3636

Mr. Shike said light bulbswhich
areburnt out or that have been bro-
ken will be replaced. There are no
lights on the tower now, and there
haven’t been any for awhile, said
Mr. Shike. He said he didn’t know
howlong. Thetownshouldhavered
clearancelightsontop of thetower
and onthe catwalk, said Mr. Shike.
Thereisalso aflood light on the
north sideof thecatwalk pointing at

Rush Limbaugh

the Oberlinsign.

The council discussed acontract
for emergency services at the re-
quest of the county emergency pre-
parednessdirector, Bert Cool. That
way, said Mr. Shike, The Gateway
canbeusedincaseof anemergency
for atriage center, shelter or other-
wise. City Attorney Steve Hirsch
saidthedirector shouldbeabletoget
the needed form off the web.

*Walkingtralls
at SappaPark
part of plans

(Continued from Page 1A)
the trails. He said he and hiswife
haveorderedasix-foot benchforthe
trail also. That way people can stop
and rest and enjoy nature.

Anyonewhowantsto makeado-
nation, or fixtureslikethe benches,
can get areceipt from the city so it
can be tax deductible, he said. Mr.
Walter said anyone who wants to
make acash donation can giveitto
the Decatur County Area Chamber
of Commerce, notingthatitisforthe
SappaPark trails. Theaddressof the
chamber officeis104 S. Penn Ave.
Oberlin, Kan. 67749.

Mr. Unger said hethought maybe
they could get some donations on
chemicalsto spray theweeds. Nox-
iousWeed Director GaylenHuntley
saidthey would needtowaittospray
until someof thegrasscomesup. He
said he would see what kind of
weeds come up.

Mr. Walter said the group has
somegoalsfor thisfirst year. They
includemaintenanceand mowing of
the trails, developing maps and
markers, installing three fire pits,

County
Roundup

At their meeting last Tuesday,
the Decatur County commission-
ers.

* Talked with people working on
the walking trails at Sappa Park
about the county possibly helping
with mowing and spraying for
weeds. Story at left.

* Talked with the interim ambu-
lance director and current director
about making a smooth transition
at the end of the month. Story on
Page 5A.

* Approved the purchase of
$7,000inchemicalsforthe noxious
weed department. Story to come.

withtwo ontheisland and onewest
of theshelter house, creating sitting
areasand cleaningout thedraw east
of the shelterhouse, which hasbeen
used asatrash dump.

* Hometoopen
Informe resdence

(Continued from Page 1A)
ability, hesaid.

“The bottom line hereisthat our
zoning code, frankly, isnot current
withthechangesinthestateandfed-
eral law,” wroteMr. Hirsch. “ Obvi-
ously, stateandfederal law changes
override our zoning code, and the
City of Oberliniswithout authority
torestrict the placement of an alco-
hol-drug treatment facility within
our ‘R’ Zone.”

Councilman Ray Ward asked
what purposetherewouldbetodis-
cuss the issue. Basically, it just
would beatimeto vent, said Coun-
cilman Jay Anderson.

Mr. Shike said the firm is plan-
ning to hold a public meeting here,
but nothing had been set.

Jennifer Unger, wholivesacross
thestreet with her husband Gregand

their son, said shethought alack of
information about the home caused
themtobeanxiousaboutit. Shesaic
they just don’t know enough about
it, although they are trying to be
positive about the change.

“These are the boys who have
nowhere else to go,” said Susan
May, “and as a neighborhood and
community, if we can save these
kidsandintegratethemback into so-
ciety, just think of the good wewill
have accomplished.

“If wedon'tinvest thedollarsand
energy intotheseboysnow, thenwe
will pay thepriceinthelongrunfor
paying for their prisontime.”

Itisimportant for King’ sAlcohol
and Treatment Center tohaveadia-
logue with the neighborhood and
community to get rid of fears, she
said.

The Oberlin City Council de-
cidedtobuy adigger truck for the
electrical department for
$131,174 at ameeting Thursday.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
he received three bids for new
trucks, but he wanted to get one
more.

Thecrew usesthedigger truck,
equipped with a big auger, to
plant power poles. Thecrew also
hasusedittodig holesfor trees.

Thefirst bid wasfor aPittman
from Hopkins, Minn., for
$155,613, Mr. Castle said, the
second for aTelelect from Com-
merce City, Colo., for $147,035,
and the third for an Altec from
Birmingham, Ala.,for $131,174.

Mr. Castle said that the last
time he talked with the council
about atruck, they suggested he
find a new one around for
$120,000 to $130,000.

Thecrew hashadtheir eyeson
the Telelect, hesaid, but the City
of Nortonjust purchasedan Altec
andredly likeit.

Thedrawback totheAltec, said
Mr. Castle,isthatalot of itiselec-
tronic and when there are prob-
lems, it has to be hooked up to

City buystruck
for dectrica crew

machines to be fixed. The good
thing isthat there are mechanics
closeby whohavebeentrainedto
work on them if there is a prob-
lem.

The city can do alease-pur-
chase or pay in cash from the
equipment and electric funds,
said City Administrator Gary
Shike.

Originaly, saidMr. Castle, the
council suggested a used digger
truck for around $80,000 but so
farhehasn’tbeenabletofindeven
one used machine.

The council approved the pur-
chase of the Altec digger. The
group asked Mr. Castletoask the
company what the cash discount
would be and what he could get
for the 1982 digger truck they
have now. The other ideawasto
sell the old one, but not until the
new oneisherethisfall.

Mr. Castlesaidacircuit breaker
and addition to the tower at the
power plant have been put infor
the new transformer. The trans-
former wasto beputinstalled on
Tuesday, Mr. Castlesaid, andthe
city will have to generate power
whileit isbeing hooked up.




