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Children

havefun
together

It was all about the kids last
week asseveral Oberlinday care
centers celebrated the Week of
the Young Child with “theme
days.”

Marie Berls, who runs a day
careout of her house, saidall five
centersin the child careorgani-
zation took part, including day
care centersand preschoolsrun
by herself, Becky Ayers, Alice
Stanley, Sarah Howland and
Tami Touslee.

Mrs. Berlssaid PaulaBolt in
Jenningsisal sopart of thegroup.

Monday was Bubble Day,
Tuesday was Nursery Rhyme
Day, Wednesday it was Rain-
bows, on Thursday, Hatsandon
Friday it wasBugs.

Shesaidthekidsgottodoarts
and craftsusingthethemes, such
making crowns with ribbons,
foam shapes and more glued to
the front, back and inside on
Thursday.

On Bubble Day, kids at one
center made pictures with col-
ored bubbles and on Nursery
Rhyme Day, they had a visit
from Mother Goose.

Ms. Goose spent time each
day reading books to the kids,
including onewherethey got to

MOTHER GOOSE, playedby Becky Ayers(above),read theWeek of the Y oung Child. Dani Rouse (below) made
astory to kids at Marie Berls' day care last week during afunny hat at thecenter Thursday. — Photos by Kimberly Davis

R
¥
B a2

o
il

joinin making animal sounds.
Itisimportant totaketimeoutto

celebratekids, said Mrs. Berls. Of-
tenthey get rushed along or pushed

aside, but thiswas really their
week, shesaid.

Community brainstormsfor future

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Morethan 100 peopleworked in
small groups Thursday night to
brainstorm ideas for Decatur
County’ sfuture.

The" Community Conversation”
kicked off the public phase of a
project that started last fall when
Terry Woodbury, a consultant and
president of Kansas Communities
LLC, proposed settingupal0-year
plan for the county with about four
main goals.

Injust under four hours, partici-
pantsate hamburgerscooked by the
steering committee and got to dis-
cussthreetopics, including quality
of lifefor kids, citizen engagement
and community assets.

Before to the meeting, Mr.
Woodbury, who has been paid
$3,000 raised by the steering com-
mittee, went around the county,
talkingtogroupsand conducting 43

Atthe" Community Conversa-
tion” Thursday night, more than
100 people came up with ideas
and things that can be improved
in Decatur County.

Some of thoseincluded:

< A BigBrother/Big Sister pro-
gram.

e Adult mentors.

* A parenting class.

« An after-school program.

 Improvementsfor City Park.

* A new swimming pool.

* Integrated activities that get

L otsof ideasget generated

adultsandkidsworkingand play-
ing together, like golf, hot rods,
black powder shooting, abowling
aley,arollerrink, frisbeegolf and
hiking trails.

»Havingablock persononeach
block, someone people could go
toin each neighborhood.

* A summer andweekend meal
programfor kids.

* A grandparent program.

* Creating jobs.

* The Sappalake project.

» Themovietheater.

interviews.

At the meeting Thursday, each
tablewasto come up withideasfor
areasoutlined in asurvey the com-
mittee collected, which was fol-

lowed by open microphonetime.
Mary Jo Lohoefener said her
group suggested making more use
of thingsthat thecounty already has,
like the carnival. Why isit that the

rides only run once a year? they
asked. Why not openthem acouple
timesayear, like running a couple
ridesbeforetheraces. Theridesare
aready paidfor, thegroup said.

Another suggestionwasmadefor
walkingtrailsat SappaPark, which
isintheworks. Maybepeoplecould
pick up the trash they see while
walking at the park, said Susan
May’ sgroup.

Maybe the park could be con-
nected to the city with awalking/
biketrail, said Karen Metcalf.

Mr. Woodbury generated a sur-
vey with“20 Cluesfor Community
Survival.” Atleast 153surveyswere
compiled and the figures were
handed out on Thursday.

Thegrouprated thetoptwo com-
munity strengths as a strong pres-
ence of traditional institutions and
evidenceof community pride. There

(SeeIDEASon Page 10A)
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New saver
tocos city
$1.6million

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved abid of amost $1.6 million
from aNebraska company to build
asewer treatment facility for thecity
during its meeting Thursday night.

Thecity received threebidswith
three alternates. Thaniel Monaco,
the engineer with Miller and Asso-
ciateswho hasbeenworking onthe
project, saidthereweren'tany errors
inthe bidsand amost all camein
lower than his estimates.

Thebasebidincludesasynthetic
liner onthesidesof thelagoonsand
anatural liner onthebottom, which
iscompacted soil. Thealternatebids
includealiner onthesidesandonthe
bottom of the lagoons.

The lowest bid came in at
$1,319,471 for a base and
$1,593,295 for an alternate from
Midlands Contracting of Kearney,
Neb. The second bid came in at
$1,363,980 for a base bid and
$1,601,568 for the alternate was
from BSB Construction from
Curtis, Neb. The third bid camein
at $1,786,934 for a base bid and
$2,175,962 for the alternate from
Smokey Hill LLC of Salina.

The council approved the bid of
$1,593,295 from Midlands, which
included the high-density polyeth-
yleneliner.

A large part of the project isdirt
work, saidMr.Monaco, andthebids
werelower thanthey werelast year.

Initially, he said, they thought
they would haveto linethelagoons
under KansasDepartment of Health
and Environment requirementsbe-

Area
people
togetjobs

The Oberlin City Council
approved aworksheet Thurs-
day which named local busi-
nessestowork onthebuilding
of new sewer lagoons.

Thaniel Monaco, engineer
for the project, said all con-
tractorshavetomakeaneffort
to use rural, small, minority
and women-owned busi-
nesses under rules set by the
KansasDepartment of Health
and Environment.

With almost any grant, he
said, contractors have to use
these kinds of businesses as

(SeeLOCAL onPage 10A)

causeof thepotential of contamina-
tion to ground water. The city
doesn’t actually have to put in e
liner, other than a natural one of
compacted dirt, hesaid.

The third lagoon is the cleanest,
said City Administrator Gary Shike,
andwould betheonethecity woulc
probably gowithanatural liner, but
it is also the closest to the ground
water and has the most pressure.

Sincethebidscameinunder what
(See SEWER on Page 10A)

Ranch ready
tobegintaking
boyson M onday

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

After being closed for a month,
SappaValley Y outh Ranchissetto
openunder new management Mon-
day with 21 boys.

Dick Kelsey of Goddard, owner
and operator of King's Camp Inc.,
has taken over the facility, renting
it from the City of Oberlin. In
March, the city was notified that
ClarenceM.Kelley Y outh Services
would end itsleasefor thefacility.
Mr. Kelsey, who also serves as a
statelegislator, took over thefacil-
ity on April 1.

Last Wednesday, Mr. Kelsey met
with ministers from the area and
future staff at the ranch inthe high
school cafeteria.

Thegoal of thefacility, hesaid, is
to help young men change their
lives. A real change happens only
whenthereisaspiritual change.

Theranchwill bealevel 5 facil-

ity, he said, with young men as-
signed through the state Juvenile
Justice Authority. Eventually, saic
Mr. Kelsey, heplansto openanother
home in Oberlin which will be &
level 4.

Mr. Kelsey said he has hired his
staff, including a chaplain, Pastor
Dan Rohm from Living Word Fel-
lowship Churchin Hoxie.

Part of the future plans for the
ranch, hesaid, isto redotheroof on
one of the existing buildings anc
make it into a church for the boys.
Mr.Kelsey saidthecity, school dis-
trict and he will each pay for one-
third of the new roof.

Hesaid hehascheckedinto prices
and the materials will cost arounc
$6,000. Hehasasked for volunteers
tohelp put theroof onand check the
setup for achurch.

Work dayswill beset uptogetthe

(See RANCH on Page 10A)

The Decatur County ambu-
lance director told commission-
ers last week that he would be
leavingat theend of themonthfor
ajobin Coffeyville.

Director Patrick Pomeroy said
hehasn’t been putting hisall into
hiswork lately. He said he told
himself that when it got to that
point, hewould leave.

Mr. Pomeroy was hired four
yearsago tofill thefull-time po-
sition, replacing John Barrett.

Mr. PomeroyisalsoanOberlin
City councilman. When thereis
an open seat on the council, the
mayor appointssomeonetofill it
with council approval.

The director said he had only
told afew people before he told
the commissioners. After the
meeting, he said, he would start
making phonecalls.

Mr. Pomeroy asked how long

Ambulancedirector
handsinresgnation

the commissioners wanted him
to stay onthejob. Hisnew posi-
tion startsMay 1, but he said he
can stay until the end of the
month.

InCoffeyville, hesaid, hewill
bethelead paramedicinstructor,
teaching studentsto beparamed-
ics.

Commissioner Doyle Brown
saidMr. Pomeroy needstoletthe
assistant director, Linda Man-
ning, know what is going on.
When she feels ready to take
over, Mr. Brown said, then she
can.

Mr. Pomeroy saidhewouldbe
more than happy to help search
for hissuccessor.

The position, said Commis-
sioner Ralph Unger, must bead-
vertised before anyone can be
hired.

(See DIRECTOR on Page 10A)




