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rtfest draws
paintings, photos, sculpture

People milled in and out of easels and
tables asthey talked with friends and fam-
ily members and looked at paintings and
photos Friday night.

At the second High Plains Artfest Gala,
patrons and artists got the first glimpse at
work from northwest Kansas, southwest
Nebraskaand northeast Coloradoenteredin
theannual show. Someleft with purchases,
whileotherssimply got ataste of what they
may likefor their homes.

Thearenawasfull, with147 piecesby 45
adult artists and 53 pieces by 53 students.
Categories included watercolor, acrylic,
oils, pastels, photography, original hand-
made ceramics or sculpture, drawing or
charcoal and other, which includes graph-
icsand mixed media.

Each of the pieces had been judged by
Michael Jilg, who teaches art at Fort Hays
State University.

Winnersintheadult categoriesincluded:

« JustineRichardson of Stratton, first, and
Deb Goodenberger of M cCook, second, for
pastels.

» Anne Kennedy of McCook, first, and
NormaStevensof McCook, second, inwa:
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tercolor.

* JessElwood, Oberlin, first,and M uschi
Mues, McCook, second, inacrylic.

« Kathy Leitner, Atwood, first, and Mrs.
Mues, second, indrawing.

* Anna Seeber Shaw, Oberlin, first, Su-
san Brenn, Herndon, second, in ceramics/
sculpture.

e Mrs. Leitner, first, and Mrs. Shaw, sec-
ond, in mixed media.

« Glenn Randolph of McCook, first, and
NinaFortkamp of Wauneta, Mrs. Muesand
Rick Johnson of McCook, second, inoil.

* Craig Krizek of Norton, first, and Jen-
nifer Kastens of Herndon, second, in pho-
tography.

¢ Don Dernovich, a professional artist
from Culbertson who showsin New Y ork,
won Best of Show for a striking oil of a
southwestern canyon. K.D. Sowers of
Sharon Springs, anieceof Arminand Vicki
Sowers of Dresden, won the People’s
Choiceaward for her cowboy photo.

Winners in the student categoriesin-
cluded:

» Steve Kessler of Hill City, first, and
Hannah Woofter of Colby, second, for
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other.

¢ Jennifer Shaw of Oberlin, first, and
Randi Steeleof HayesCenter, Neb., second,
inwatercolor.

« WesDrain of Hitchcock County, Neb.,
first, inoil.

* Megan Horinek of Rawlins County,
first, and Sarah McDiffett of Norton, sec-
ond, in pastels.

e Tyrel Strutt of Hill City, first, and
Katelyn Clark of Rawlins County, second
inacrylic.

* Jordan Zerr of Wheatland, first, and
RebeccaWoodall of Whestland, second, in
drawing/charcoal .

« Steve Kreutzer of Hill City, first, and
Lucas Michael of Hill City, second, in ce-
ramics.

* AleeGillespie, Wheatland High, best of
show.

Onehundred and twenty peopl eattended
the galaand purchased 16 of the piecesfor
$2,969, said Mary Henzel.

On Saturday and Sunday, the show was
open to the public. Around 184 people had
thechanceto seethepiecesbeforethey were
picked up on Monday, shesaid.

IMAGESOFPARTY GOERSattheFriday nightgalacould
beseenintheglassof aphotograph, “ WaitingtobeHeard” by
Jennifer Kastens of Herndon.
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THISIMAGE OF A PAIR of butterflieswascapturedin anoil paint-
ing, “ Swallowtailson Thistle,” by Marlene Carpenter of Colby.
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ENJOYINGTHEART,DeannaCastle(aboveleft) attacheda*sold” sticker tothepainting of acat on

and Becky Vollertsen checked out the paintings, a quilt that she and husband Ken had just pur-
photographs and scul pture. Janice Shobe (below) chased.

SUNFL OWERSI N HAND wasthe subject of aphotograph,
“Picked Just for You,” by Jeanie Louden-Unger of Oberlin,
The photo sold during the galaon Friday night.

Story by Kimberly Davis
Photosby CynthiaHaynes |gammes




