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Why shouldn’t counall
alwaysbeontdevison?

TheOberlin City Council’ sdecisiontostop
televising its second meeting of the month
seems a step away from open government,
whichistoo bad.

Councilman Ray Ward, in proposing the
move, claimed that many peoplewon’t come
talk tothecouncil becauseitsmeetingsareon
television. They’reafraid, apparently, of ap-
pearing beforethe entiretown.

That may be. We' resympathetictoapoint.

But whatever peoplewant totalk aboutisthe
wholetown’ sbusiness, and it seemsashame
to keep them from seeing and hearing every-
thing.

No one should have to be afraid to appear
beforethe council. Peoplehavearight totalk
about city business.

Buttheentiretowndoeshavearighttoknow
what goeson at council meetings.

It’ snot that bigadeal whether any onemeet-
ingisontelevision, of course.

Thenewspaper reporter will still bethereto
write everything down, maybe take pictures
of those who speak if the issue warrants.
People who are interested can come and
watch.

It snot liketheaudienceon cablechannel 7
ishuge. Maybehalf thetown getscableat best,
and we suspect alot of those setsaretuned to
something more entertaining on Thursday
nights.

Still, thereisaloyal corps of viewerswho
dowatch city meetingson channel 7. Someof
them can’t get to meetings easily, and thisis
the only way they can “attend.”

We suspect Mr. Ward' s argument about

camerasscaring peopleoff isnot that crucial.
If peoplecareabout what thecouncil isdoing,
they’ Il show up. Fear of the cameras may be
anexcuse.

Thesameargument oftenismadetojustify
closed sessions: People will be more free to
“say what is on their mind” behind closed
doors.

That may betrue, but in an open society, a
democracy, you just can’t do public business
inclosed session. Council membersshouldn’t
want to, and to be fair, no one has proposed
that.

Still, it’ shard to argue that the system will
bemoreopenif thetelevisioncameraisturned
off.

Orthat, if atelevision newscrew showed up,
the council could or should exclude them.

One thing we do find curious: In recent
months, the council seldom hashad any busi-
nessfor its second meeting of the month.

A few yearsago, thecouncil metjust oncea
month. Then agroup of councilmen cameon
board with an agenda to micro manage city
departments. They set up thesecond meeting.

Thegroupislonggone, thecity administra-
tor is doing his job and the second meeting
often haslittle purpose.

Instead of takingit off thetube, why not can-
cel thesecond meetingand call aspecia meet-
ing or awork session if therereally is some-
thing to talk about?

That would makemoresense, and savealot
of peoplethetroubleof goingto TheGateway
todovery littleonceamonth.

—SeveHaynes

Fedinglikeareal April Fool

Saturday evening dinner plans
included joining 15 other couples
for aparty. It wasto beawonderful
celebration and | was responsible
for baking the crescent rolls.

Jim had to work that day in a
neighboring town, and my last
wordsto himbeforeheleft thehouse
were, “ Remember theparty tonight.
We'reto bethereat 6:30.”

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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Final dlsaster juswasn’tthere

“So what’ s the disaster of the
day?’ Steve asked the office man-
ager at Goodland.

It was Friday morning, and she
couldn’t think of anything that had
gonewrong.

Littledid either of them know —
the disaster had already happened
andwejust hadn’t discoveredityet.

Monday it was a color ad that
wasn' t put together right. The Advo-
cate was on the press and the full-
color, full-pageaddidn’thaveall its
pieces.

The pressman called usat home.
He' d waited aslong as he could. It
was6:15am.

| rolled out of bed and went tothe
office, wherel and thelong-suffer-
ing officemanager triedtofigureout
how to fix the problem. Finally, |
calledthead makeuppersonandshe
randownto fix thead.

Tuesday morning, thephonerang
again in what seemed like the
middleof thenight. (Whenyoufin-
ishthepaper at midnight, 6:15a.m.
isnot an hour you liketo see.)

Thepresscrew wasmissing Page
8A of TheOberlin Herald.

| hadn’t handled 8A but | knew
fromlistening that it had been acci-
dentally sent to Goodland three
times and then sent twice on pur-
pose.

How could they be missing five
copies of one page? So far, no one
has been able to answer that ques-
tion, but | wasableto send copy No
6 without any trouble.

However, | was grouchy therest
of theday.

All day as | worked around the

house, | had oneeyeontheclock. By
back-timing, | knew when | had to
have the bread ready for the oven,
when | had to bein the shower, and
when Jim had to be home.

About noon he called. “ Sweet-
heart, I’ m sorry. But, | don’t think
I’m going to get done with thisjob
intimeto gototheparty.” Hewent
ontosay howitturned outtobemore
complicated than he expected, but
all | was hearing was, “Blah, blah,
blah.”

| started to get wound up. “What
do you mean you aren’t going to
make it for the party? Do you real-
ize | have therollsfor this? Don’t
you understand this-or-that? How
dareyou do whatever?’

| wasjust about at full-blast level
when heinterrupted me with three
littlewordsthat compl etely defused
thesituation.

“Hey. April Fool’'s.”

Oh, my. My emotionscameinfor
acrashlandingand| begantolaugh.

Perhapsit was relief. Perhaps |
was still alittle “shocky.” Don't
know, but heassured meitwasall a
jokeand hewouldbehomeinplenty
of timeto get ready.

Wait. That’s not the end of the
story. There’ smore.

About 4 p.m. Jim called again.
“Hey, thisisn’t ajoke. It’sfor real.
My vanwon't start and | can't find
anyoneto help. Y ou might haveto
bring the jumper cables and come
getme.”

Of course, he had no way of
knowing | had four dozen crescent
rolls, raised to perfection, waiting
their turn in the oven. In fact, one
dozen hadjust begunto bake. | was
ready to take my shower and now
my planswereruined.

Anyway | figuredit, if | lefttogo
get him we would both only have

about two minutesto get ready and
that didn’t count baking theremain-
ingrolls.

| have to admit, | did not handle
the situation very well. Said some
things| shouldn’'t have. Readlly be-
haved badly. But, | have since
apologized to my husband and he
forgaveme.

What wassoimportant about this
dinner party?Itwastheculmination
of a six-week course on marriage,
relationshipsand how | canbeabet-
ter wife.

Hm-m-m-m. Maybe | need to
signupfor arefresher.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Kansas: Dorothy Lawn, Ruby
Strayer, Carl Neff, Mildred Schwab,
Mrs. Daughn Avery, Betty Reid,
Karen Carpenter, Ethel Miller,
Weldon Brooks, Verl Crabill, Jane
Kelling, Norton; Dr.and Mrs. Gary

Young, Paula Brunson, Lori
Burkhart, Manhattan; Robert
Muirhead, Gerald Hickert, Crystal
Mahan, Hays;

Ruth Peters, Walton; JohnLamb,
Marilynl. Fisher, Topeka; Western
Concrete Works, Edna Colson,
Linda Spresser, Frank Bouts, and
Eleanor Rogers, Selden.
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So how did | wind up greeting a
couple of diplomatsin lowawear-
ing slacks and along-sleeved T-
shirt?

It was just one of those weeks, |
think. My friends all made fun of
me, but the kids thought it was ac-
tually kind of cool.

“Gee, Dad, you sound kind of
trendy,” our eldest daughter said.

Y eah, maybe, if I'd have had a
sports coat, | replied. It was a de-
signer T-shirt, after all.

Polo.

We had driven all the way to
northwest lowato greet two offi-
cials of the Tunisian government,
including Oussama Romdhani, di-
rector general of the Office of Ex-
ternal Communications, my host on
atour of hiscountry two yearsago.

Wepacked clothesfor threedays,
includingsuitsfor thereception, my
tie, my dressshirt. Cynthiasaid she
wasgoing towear niceslacksand a
necklace Friday because she knew
we’d be touring the newspaper
plant.

| said | waswearingjeansandaT-
shirt because | wanted to be com-
fortableonthedrive.

Westarted out Thursday, driving
toConcordiawhereCynthiawanted
to visit her mother. We had dinner
and drove on to Norfolk, Neb.,
wherewegot aroom for thenight.

Next day, we packed up and hit

\C

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com
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On Wednesday, a print server
wenttosleepand refused to spit out
The &. Francis Herald. The com-
puter gurusfinally slappedit awake
intimeto get the paper tothe press.

They blamed Tom, theeditor,and
he had to get up at 6:15 a.m. to fix
theserver. Not us.

Later that day, the presscrew re-
ported that a Miller’s insert for
Goodland had been put inthe Nort-
onpaper inplaceof another Miller's
(different company) for Norton.
Nobody’ sbeen ableto explain that
oneyet.

Thursday weleftfor lowahoping
we were leaving our troubles be-
hind.

Weweren't — but, things went
better at thepapersfor therest of the
week.

| was driving when we went
through Y ork, Neb. There are so
many twists and turnsto the high-
way through that town that | think
they’retryingtolosetouriststhere.

ThenitwasSteve sturntodrive.
Hetook usto Columbus, Neb.

We took alittle detour to check
outanoldbuildingandwereheaded
downaquiet streetwhenwerealized

that theoncomingtrafficwasinboth
lanes. Steve made a quick right-
hand turn into a side street and we
looked back at a one-way sign
headed the opposite way we were
going.

Steve looked at me and said,
“You're not going to write about
this, areyou?”’

| smiled and said, “Y ep, unless
you beat metoit.”

(Guesswhat?)

WedroveontoNorfolk, Neb., on
the right side of the highway, but
when we left the hotel on Friday
morningour clotheswerestill hang-
inginthecloset.

Thedisaster of theday wasinthe
back of the truck — or more accu-
rately, wasn’'t in the back of the
truck.

Editor’ sNote: Ontheway home,
wecheckedin Columbus, andthere
wasno one-way sign wherewehad
turned onto the one-way street.
Therewasano-left-turnsignonthe
right sideof theintersection, hardto
see when you' re turning left. Any-
way, she getsto drive next time
we'rein Columbus. Y ork, too.

‘Trendy’ Iookjust hadtodo

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

theroad. | thought things were go-
ingwell, evenif | did spill coffeeon
my T-shirt. | had aspare. Wefound
our way through Sioux City justfine
and hit the road for Sheldon. We
madegood progressdespiteafierce
northwest wind that madeit hard to
drive.

Wegot tothenewspaper tour and
madeit out tothepublisher’ shouse,
wherel went totheback of thetruck
toretrievethesuitbag ... only tofind
it... notthere.

I knew right where it was, of
course; inthe closet back at the ho-
tel.

There was no use getting upset.
Y ou can’'t change what you can’t
change.

Maybe | can borrow a sport coat
from Peter, our host, | suggested.
Maybeevenashirtandtie.

Wetried that. Only Peter iswell
over six foot. | tried oneof hiscoats
on, butwhen| cameout of thecl oset,
hiswifeConniejustlaughed. Sodid
Cynthia, though | shot her a nasty

glance.

| resigned myself to being the
only one there from the newspaper
delegation not in businessattire.

“Lots of people will be there in
open-neck shirts,” Conniesaid.

Anditwastrue.

Of course, al my friends made
fun of me, but I'mused to that.

Andtheeveningcameoff without
ahitch. Oussama stalk wasquitethe
SUCCESS.

Except | did spill shrimpsauceon
my T-shirt.

Not to worry; it came out way
easier thanthecoffeetheday before.

(From theBibI@
\ Wy,

| will lift up mineeyesunto
thehills, fromwhencecometh
my help. My help cometh
from the Lord, which made

heaven and earth.
Psalm 121: 1,2

New resdentsthank hospital staff
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| wouldliketoshow my apprecia-
tion for all of the fine outstanding
people who work at the Decatur
County Hospital herein Oberlin.

My wifeand | moved herealittle
over ayear ago from Aurora, Colo.
My wife had to undergo surgery
here, and | would liketo tell you, |
have NEV ER seen so many people
with concernfor her and for me.

| love thistown and all of its
peopl el

While she was hospitalized, the
aidesthere always offered me cof -
fee. The staff answered any ques-
tionsmy wifeor | had, they wereall
very friendly, and the doctors just
awesome. The nurses could not
have been better. The care for my

wife was well above and beyond
anything expected. | just cannot ex-
press enough how they all made us
feel.

I would like to thank them each
and every one, but do not know all
their names. The ones | do have |
acquired from Crystal, an aide:
Charissa, Misty, Wanda, Judy,
Robin, Kelly, Jean Ann, Peggy,
Shelly, Jennie, Dr. May and Dr.
Sliter.

If | have forgotten someone, itis
simply because| cannot remember
themall. Eachand every oneof them

deservesagreat deal of respect for
the way they treat the patients anc
peopleat the hospital and clinic.

I simply donotthink | could have
had my wife, whom| lovesodearly,
inabetter placeanywhere.

The people we have met in this
small Kansas town have got to be
some of the best inthiscountry.

Pleasejoin mein ahearty thanks
to all of them and yourselves for
making us feel so comfortable in
your community, now oursal so.

Larry and Marilyn Mack
new Oberlin residents



