Wider
shoulders
planned

Thehighway east of Jenningswill
be widened and repaved during a
Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion project that started thismonth.

A subcontractor is prewatering
the soil and extending box drainage
structuresinthe area, adepartment
spokesman said.

The ideaisto widen shoulders,
whichwill mean thelong stretch of
guardrail east of Jenningswon’'t be
needed.

The pavement will be milled
downthreeinchesand coveredwith
seven inchesof new asphalt.

“Thejobisamajor modification
of K-383inthat wearewideningthe
dirt shouldersfive feet in order to
improvethesafety of theroadway,”
said Eric Oelschlager, Area2 engi-
neer for the department.

The work starts just west of
Jennings on K-383 and runs east
seven milesto the Decatur/Norton
County line. The $6.5 million con-
tractwenttoVentureCorp. of Great
Bend. Work issupposed to bedone
by Oct. 27.

The project had been on the
department’ sendangered|list under
thecurrent comprehensivehighway
plan.

“Wehaveheardalot of local dis-
cussion about whether or not this
project would go through,” said
Oelschlager. “It isonethat wewill
now seethrough to completion.”

Hesaldaccesswill bemaintained
to Jennings streets and businesses
through the project.

“Any closingsof theinvolvedcity
streetswill beexplainedto the pub-
lic,” hesaid, “asKDOT islooking
to host a public meeting within the
next month. Questions and com-
ments... will beencouragedduring
that time.”

Another contractor isat work re-
building U.S. 36in Norton County,
fromNorcatur east tothenew pave-
ment at theK-383junction. Thatjob
involvesanew road on an adjacent
right of way. Work beganinthefall.

Another project on the depart-
ment’slistisfor 12milesonK-117,
from U.S. 36 north to the Kansas-
Nebraskaline. Thejobisanoverlay
and has been awarded to Dobson
Brothers Construction for
$939,983.

Businesses
tobeclosed

Banksand financial institutions,
aswell ascounty andfederal offices,
will beclosed onMonday for Presi-
dents' Day.

M ost businesseswill beopen, in-
cluding TheOberlinHerald, aswill
city and state offices.

Therewill beno mail service, so
news and advertising copy may be
|eft at the newspaper office.
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Talkingculture

AT OBERLINELEM ENTARY SCHOOL Iast Monday,
Heather Glodt showed asmall scarab from Egypt during a

Council
guestions
soending

TheOberlin City Council agreed
tohavethemayor sendaletter tothe
Decatur County commissioners to
ask how the money the county re-
ceives from a Homeland Security
grant isspent.

Duringameeting Thursday, Feb.
2, thecouncil discussed themoney,
which last year bought two new ra-
diosfor the Oberlin Police Depart-
ment.

The county receives around
$17,000ayear fromthefederal pro-
gram.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said thecouncil wouldliketo know
if apercentage of the money being
spent oncity usesisequal tothecity
population, the reason being that &
large percent of the county’ s popu-
lationlivesin Oberlin.

The council approved paying
GinaMartorell and AaronPloussarc
$6 an hour when they work part-
timeinthekitchenat The Gateway.
Mr. Shike said the council sus-
pended the city’ s nepotism policy
for Tiffany Farr and Aaron
Ploussard, since their father, Kent
Ploussard, supervises them when
they work inthekitchen.

In other business, the council:

« Heard that the bid opening for
thewastewater treatment plant will
beon Tuesday, March 21.

« Signed a resolution saying the
city will be part of the Kansas M u-
nicipal Energy Agency’ smutual aid

“geography night” put on by Supportl ng Our Schools. The
small stonefigurewasfor luck, shetold the audience.

program.

» Appointed Councilman Joe
Stanley totheConventionand Visi-
torsBureau for another two years.

Speaker runningfor

By PAT SCHIEFEN
TheGoodland Star-News

A former House speaker, along-
time western Kansas farmer, has
thrownhishat intothepolitical ring
torunfor governor.

Robin Jennison of Healy, which
is 37 miles south of Oakley and 16
miles east on K-4, stopped in
Goodland on Friday to campaign
and get hisname out. Mr. Jennison
said he hasbeen farming and doing
Kansas Outdoors radio shows for
the six years since he has left the
Legislature. Heal so doessomelob-
bying during thewinter.

Mr. Jennison said he thinks the
top issue facing the state is school
finance. People elect agovernor to
make the tough decisions, he said,
and Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, a
Democrat, hasnot donethat.

“I really don’ t think thegovernor

hasfulfilled her role as governor,”
hesaid.

Mr. Jennison said when the Leg-
islature passed aschool financehill
in 2004 that Gov. Sebelius did not
support, shedidnot vetoit, soitwent
back to the Legislature. Basically,
hesaid, sheleftit uptothecourtsto
handle. He said the Legislature
needs to handle the problems of
school financewherethereissome
accountability to the people. The
courts don’t worry about that, he
said.

“1 do not support No Child L eft
Behind (federal education require-
ments),” said Mr. Jennison, adding
that he thinks each school board
shouldbeabletodecideitsown pri-
orities.

Mr. Jennison said he spent 10
years in the Kansas Legislature

gover nor

startingin1991.1n1993, hebecame
the assistant House majority |eader
andin1995 hebecamethechairman
of the Appropriations Committee.
Hebecamemajority leader in 1997
and served as the Speaker of the
Housefrom 1999 to 2000.

Theother candidatessofarinthe
Republican primary for governor
areSen. Jim Barnett, aphysicianin
Emporia; Overland Park family ad-
vocate Ken Canfield; Prairie Vil-
lage lawyer Timothy Pickell;
Ozawkie lawyer Dennis Hawver;
and Richard Rodewal d of Eudora, a
retired engineer.

Thepeopleof westernK ansasare
going to have to make themselves
heard if they want to keep their
schoolsopen, said Mr. Jennison.

“With me as governor,” he said,
“1 can makeadifference.”

5 YEARS SAME As CAsSH

Now through February 28, 2006 purchase
any New 2006 Dodge Ram and pay
*NO INTEREST for five full years!

Bonus: DEVENY CHRYSLER - JEEP - DODGE
will pay your state sales tax.

Choose from 1/2 Tons, 3/4 Tons, 1 Tons, Hemi’s,
Diesels, Regular Cabs, Quad Cabs,
and even the all new Mega Cab!

* 0% interest for up to five years with approved credit
/ 401 East B Street

r. McCook, NE 69001
(308) 345-5200

1-800-345-0031
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NEW LISTINGS!

SPACIOUSNEWKI'.I'CHENW/OAK CABINETSEIlnthls4bdr 2bath
homeat 606 E.Commercial.

COUNTRYLIVINGIN CEDAR BLUFFS! DLg 2 storyhomew/several
out buildingsplusacreage.

HANDICAPPED ACCESSI BLE.OL otsofdspace, both inside and out-
sideof thishome on west edge of Oberlin.

Johnson Realty, Inc. »

122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749 7
Roberta Johnson, Broker ¢ Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctloneer
785-475-2785

Jacqueline Votapka, Salesperson  Joe D. Green, Salesperson/Auctioneer Michael Wilson, Salesperson
Roger Emigh, Salesperson/Auctioneer Randy Ostmeyer, Salesperson  David Juenemann, Salesperson
Shirley Simpson, Salesperson Jerry Lohoefener, Salesperson Marcia Lohoefener, Salesperson




