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Original soddy
serves as spot
for vacations

By SHARON CORCORAN
TheGoodland Star-News

Y ou notice the wind sweeping
over the prairie grass as you bump
along on the dirt road. Asyou pull
into the driveway, the soddy looks
small against thebackdrop of grassy
pasture on hills rolling for miles
around.

Asyouenter thenearly 100-year-
oldsod house, you can’t hel pthink-
ing how adorable the little wood/
coal stoveinthekitchenisandwon-
der whether thepump at thekitchen
sink works. (It does.)

Asyou take alook around, you
noticehow thick thewallsare (about
two feet), how rustic the decor and
how ol dthebl ack-and-whitephotos
onthewalls.

You can't help feeling you have
stepped back intime, asyou forget
the horsepower that brought you
here was under the hood and you
really don’t noticetheelectriclights.
(You'reusedtothose, after all.)

Call it areal prairie experience.
City folksseemtolikeit.

The Minor Family Sod House
Bed and Breakfast, 17 miles north
of Brewster and a little west, was
builtin 1907, later thanmost, andis
one of few surviving original
soddies.

Nestledinanareasteepedin his-
tory, thesoddy isareminder of times
past. In the southwest corner of
Rawlins County, near the Chey-
enne, Sherman and Thomascounty
borders,itis21/2milesfromthesite
of the Dewey-Berry shoot-out in
May 1903 and is near the Dewey
Ranch and the site of the Kidder
Massacrein 1867.

The owners are Fred and Lesa
Juenemann. Sheisthegreat-grand-
daughter of Tom and Mary Minor,
who bought the house in 1909 and
becamefriendswiththeir neighbors
and former ownersof the property,
the Deweys. Her husband, Fred, is
the son of Eula Juenemann of
Oberlin.

The Juenemanns are helping to

keep the history of northwest Kan-
sas alive by preserving the soddy
and by providing plenty of historic
reading material, with pictures, for
their guests.

Several booksand scrapbookson
thelargeroundtableintheparlor tell
tales of the Kidder Massacre, the
Dewey-Berry gun fight, the Last
Vigilante Hanging in Kansas, the
Cheyenne Hole Massacre, Fort
Wallace and Sheridan, the
wickedest little town in Kansas.
There are also books telling about
sod housesand how they werebuilt.

Thesoddy, whichserved asapost
officeandwasonthemapasMinor,
Kan., isonthe National Register of
Historic Places for two reasons,
Fred Juenemann said: becauseit’s
an original sod house and because
therewas apost office on the prop-
erty for 10 years.

The post office was in the sod
house for part of that time, he said,
and wasin a separate building that
was also a grocery the rest. The
Juenemanns have a post card ad-
dressed to LelaMinor (daughter of
Tom and Mary Minor) at Minor,
Kan., with the post mark.

There is no television in the
house, but there isradio, arecord
player and cassettes of old-timera
dioshows. Peoplelovethecamand
quiet, said Mr. Juenemann, andthe
sunsetsand stars.

Some have enjoyed the storms,
and others have enjoyed buffalo
hunting at Ken and Laurie Klem’s
ranch nearby.

There has only been one couple
whodidn’tlikestayinginthesoddy,
Mr. Juenemannsaid; they werekind
of a“yuppi€”’ couplewho received
thestay asagift.

Othershaveenjoyedthetripback
intime, and many havewritteninthe
guest book how muchthey likedthe
soddy. A family that stayed in the
houseduringafiercedust stormlast
year enjoyed their experience so
much they came back and told oth-
ersabout the place.

They went into the house when
thewind cameup, L esa Juenemann
said, andthey stayedinsideuntil the
storm was over. When they went
out, she said, there were tree
branchesdown all around their ve-
hicleand apileof dust had comein
through one of the doors, but that
didn’t ruin their trip. They thought
it was neat to see, Fred Juenemann
said, and couldn’ twaittocomeback
to seewhat other sightsthe Kansas
weather hasin store.

A womanwho had workedinthe
inner city in Chicago wrote in the
guest book that thedark and quiet at
the soddy rivaled thefear of thein-
ner city.

“As | read that,” he said, “I
thought, * Oh, no. She hated it,” but
asl read on, shesaid sheenjoyedit.”

A couple came on the hottest,
dirtiest day of the year three years
ago, Lesa Juenemann said; they
werefrom Kansas City, and hewas
president of abig hotel there.

They turned down the steak din-
ner, she said, and went to the town
hot-dog/watermelon feed in
Brewster.

“1 thought they would hate it —
they wereusedtoluxury,” shesaid,
“but they lovedit; they couldn’t say
enoughabout what agreat timethey
had.”

Thefamily livedinthe soddy un-
til theearly 1950s, L esaJuenemann
said, anditwasrestoredintheearly
"60s. It wasfull of antiques, but had
tobecleaned outinthe’ 80sbecause
thievesand vandalshad brokenin..

“Then Fred came along and said
weweregoingtodoabed and break-
fast,” shesaid. “Wethought hewas
crazy.”

“1 thought mom would support
me,” Fred Juenemannsaid, “ but she
thought | wascrazy, too.”

But they spent ayear working on
the soddy before opening the bec
and breakfast in 2001.

It has been fun, Fred Juenemann
said, and it’s been a great way tc
keep up apieceof history.



