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By MARY LOU OL SON

A courtship that began during
their days at Decatur Community
High School blossomedintoarela-
tionship that has given afull and
happy life of nearly 65 yearstoVic
and Opal Bryan of Oberlin.

The former Opal Castle, Mrs.
Bryan said that sheand her husband
started dating while they were in
high school. After she graduated
from normal training in 1937, she
taughtinrural schoolsforfouryears.

Mrs. Bryan was born on afarm
sevenmilesnorthwest of Oberlinon
Christmas Day, 1920; her parents
were Walter and Gertrude Castle.
She has a sister, Grace, now de-
ceased, whomarriedVirgil Hoppas,
andabrother, Walter, whostill lives
on the Castle farmstead with his
wife, theformer Joanne Ater.

Her husband was born Oct. 22,
1918, in asod house on afarm 10
milessouthwest of Oberlin, theson
of Clarence S. and Lillie Mae
(Sumner) Bryan. Whenhewas4 or
5 years old, he said, the family
moved into anew frame home. He
isthenext totheyoungestinafam-
ily of seven boys: Gilbert, Gerald,
Glen, Gaylord, Guy and Wayne, all
now deceased.

Mr. Bryanrecalled that he began
working at theHotel Oberlinin1937
and was employed there by Henry
and Lena Olson for several years.
Healsoworked for areafarmers.

During their dating days, enter-
talnment wasmostly goingto mov-
ies or playing cards with other
couples, the couplesaid.

They were married on Nov. 9,
1941, at the Methodist Church in
Oberlin,whichthey still attend. The
newlywedsmadetheir firsthomein
asmall rented farm house, but on
Nov. 30, 1941, they bought afarm
of their own 13 miles southwest of
Oberlin, along the Rexford Road.
They moved a four-room house
thereand later remodeled it.

“Farming was nothing new to
me,” Mrs. Bryan said, “since | was
reared on a farm. After we were
married, | helped my husband with
the milking and we separated and
sold the cream, along with eggs
from our chickens. We also raised
wheat, grain sorghumand livestock.

“Catching a chicken, killing,
scalding, plucking the feathersand
butchering all became apart of the
day’ swork.”

She said she enjoyed her veg-
etable and flower garden and spent
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64th wedding anniversary in November were Vic and Opal their farmin 1993 and both are enjoying retirement.

Oberlin couple
still sweethearts

much time canning the garden pro-
duce and making jelly from wild
sand plums her husband brought
home.

“We both really enjoyed farm
life,” they said, “and raising hogs,
chickensand cattlemeant therewas
always good meat to eat. In those
days, neighbors worked together
fillingsilos, harvestingand hauling
wheat and exchanging work.”

Mrs. Bryan said she pitched in
when she could, driving the tractor
soher husband couldtakeabreak for
lunch, scooping wheat or driving a
truck.

Thecouplebecametheparentsof
two daughters, Sharon Sue, who
was born March 17, 1944; and
Jeanne Carol, who arrived on Jan.
30, 1948. Both girls later married
and had children of their own.
Sharon hasthreesons, Brian, Brent
and Brad Simonsson, and Jeanne
has two daughters, Carlaand Keri
Britton.

“Oneof our winter highlightswas
making homemadeicecream,” their
daughter, Sharon Slabaugh, re-
called. “ Thatincluded choppingice
fromthestock tank and puttingitin
agunny sack to crush. Later, home-
madeicecreambecameafamilytra-
dition, winter or summer.”

Mr. Bryan enjoyed hunting and
fishing, and every year hiscousins
from eastern Kansasoften cameout
for pheasant hunting. Fishing,
mostly with neighbors, meant trips
to pasture ponds or arealakes. In
1980, Mr. Bryan went to
Saskatchewan, Canada, with his
grandsons, where he caught a 24-
pound laketrout.

Along with farming, Mr. Bryan
worked for 15 years at the Fifth
Wheel service station in Oberlin,
owned by Elmer Kathka. He was
manager whenhequitin1973toadd
to hisfarming operation theland of
hisbrother, Wayne, after hisdeath.

Mrs. Bryan started working for
Farmers Loan and Abstract Co. in
November 1960, apositionsheheld
for several years.

“Over theyears, belongingtothe
Calico Gals Club has been a high-
light and | am still amember,” said
Mrs. Bryan.

Other activitiesincluded hel ping
her girls with 4-H projects and
teaching Sunday School.

The Bryans supported their
daughters’ activities, which in-
cluded watching Jeanne asacheer-
|eader and Sharonin her pianorecit-

as.

Getting together with neighbors,
playing cards or a game of horse-
shoesor just passing thetime visit-
ing over acup of coffee played an
important partintheir family life.

The couple hosts an annual
Christmas Eve family gathering.
Mr. Bryan alwaysmakesthe candy
while hiswife does the meals. His
specialties include peanut brittle,
fudge, peanut clusters and cherry
mash.

“Tothisday, the peanut brittleis
a‘must’ request from the family,”
said Mrs. Slabaugh.

“Television has come into
everyone's home, but it can never
replacethebooksand storiesshared
together,” sheadded. “ My dad’ sfa-
voritesaretheWesterns, especially
the Louis L’ Amour books, and my
mother enjoys crossword puzzles
and the daily newspapers.”

As grandchildren and great-
grandchildren arrived, it expanded
thecouplé€’ sactivities, andthey still
support them at wrestling matches,
football and musical programs.

“God has blessed uswith family
and we have appreciated that gift,”
they said. “Family means every-
thingto us.”

OnAug. 26,1993, thecouplehad
afarm saleand moved to Oberlin.

“Oberlin is a great community
andweareenjoyingour retirement,”
they said. “We ve aways worked
well together and though we have
had bothgood and bad times, wejust
triedtotakeall the’ goodies and put
them together.

“A pattern which we have fol-
lowed over theyearsisto end each
day with, ‘ Good night, | loveyou,’
whichhashelpedustoremainclose
and haveagood marriage.”

MANY GOOD TIMES were enjoyed by Vic and
Opal (above) during their courtship daysin the late
1930s and early 1940s. Their daughters, Jeanne and
Sharon (left) brought much happinessto the couple,
who lived on afarm southwest of Oberlin.




