Historicexplorer
of 200yearsago
tospeak at banquet

The Oberlin-Decatur County
AreaChamber of Commerceannual
banquet will feature Capt. Meri-
weather L ewistalkingabout hisepic
journey across the unexplored
American West.

Thechamber holdsthebanquet at
the beginning of the year to elect
new board members, get peopleto-
gether and to honor some outstand-
ing peoplefromthearea.

Tickets are $17, which includes
dinner by The Gateway staff. The
evening starts at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Jan. 18. Chamber
Manager Glenva Nichols said res-
ervations need to be made by close
of businesstheday before, Tuesday,
Jan. 17. Stop by theChamber office
inthe Business Enhancement Cen-
ter at Penn and Commercial or call
475-3441.

The chamber will honor an out-
standingteacher, community volun-
teer, agriculture builder of theyear
and community leadersfor anindi-
vidual or group.

Board seatsheld by Brian L oker,
SidMetcalf, MarilynHorn and Peg
Smith are up. Mr. Loker, Mr.
Metcalf and Mrs. Horn areeligible
toserveagain. Anyoneinterestedin
serving on the board should call

Mrs. Nichols.

The speaker this year will be
Phillip Thomas, ahistory professor
at Wichita State University, who
will portray the noted explorer
Meriwether Lewis.

Mr. Thomas has a doctorate in
history fromthe University of New
Mexico and has published and spo-
ken on medieval history and sci-
ence, Western Americanhistory and
art, exploration of theWest and con-
versation.

A member of theKansasHumani-
ties Council Speakers Bureau, he
portrays Capt. Lewis, part of the
teamthat first explored the West.

President Thomas Jefferson
choseMr. Lewisand Capt. William
Clark to lead an expedition across
the new Louisiana Territory to the
Pacific Ocean. Their Corpsof Dis-
covery reached the Pacific and re-
turned back home.

Mr. Lewiswasrewardedwiththe
governorship of all Louisianain
1806.

Dr. Thomaswill talk about what
Mr. Lewisfound during his explo-
ration, including the wildlife, the
plants, people and the geography
from the Continental Divideto the
Oregon coast.

City adds$19,810
tobudget for 2005

The Oberlin City Council held a
quick meeting Friday night to pay
end-of-theyear billsand amend the
2005 budget.

Thecouncil publishedabudget of
$195,750 for 2005, but actually
spent $215,560.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said there were a few things that
were budgeted wrong and they
added up.

Personnel services cost $2,000
morethanexpected, Mr. Shikesaid,
goingfrom$72,000whichwasbud-
geted to $74,000. Equipment and
suppliescost $2,500 morethanbud-
geted, food preparation $5,000
more, utilitiescost $300 more, con-
tractual expenses cost $500 more
and thesign cost $15,710 more.

Thecity also saved some money
because they spent less than was
budgeted in some areas. The city
saved $50 on Internet, $800 on ad-
vertising, $2,000 on telephone,
$350 on other costs and $3,000 on
the marketing director.

All of thisadded upfor anincrease
in expenditures of $19,810.

The item that made the biggest
differencewasthenew signat The
Gateway, he said. The city had
$25,000 budgeted for the sign, but
it actually ended up costing
$40,000. Thecity didn’t pay for all
of thesign, hesaid; somecamefrom
donationsand other money, butitall
showsas coming out of the budget.

Thecouncil agreedtopay thebills
and amend the budget.

Sheriff’sdeputytohdp
with emer gency plans

The new sheriff’ s deputy will be
hel ping part-timeintheemergency
preparednessdepartment, although
the Decatur County commissioners
are still looking at hiring someone
for themanager’ sjob.

Bert Cool, former undersheriff
and still apart-time dispatcher, has
hel dthejob of emergency prepared-
nessdirector for years, but decided
to step down over amonth ago. He
said he would stay on in dispatch.
Sincethen, thecommissionershave
discussed hiring adirector to share
with another county, but haven't
made any decisions.

Mr. Cool told thecommissioners
afew weeksago that hewould help
outintheposition, sincepapersneed
to be signed. Deputy Patti Skubal,
whoistakingover officeworkinthe
sheriff’ sdepartment, will help him
out withthejob.

At the commissioners' meeting
last Tuesday, Mr. Cool and Mrs.
Skubal talked withcommissioners.
Mrs. Skubal said she had been to
Sheridan County totalk with Jacque

Boultinghouse, who servesintheir
emergency preparedness depart-
ment. Mrs. Skubal saidthedeadline
fortheanimal diseaseplanwasbeen
extended to April.

Doesthecounty needtofileforan
extensionoristhenew dategoodfor
all the counties? asked Commis-
sioner Ralph Unger.

Mrs. Skubal said Ms.
Boultinghousepromisedtosend her
theletter from the state.

There was supposed to be an or-
ganizationthat would comearound
and help counties with their plans,
saidMrs. Skubal, but that organiza-
tion never camehere.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Decided to appoint Steve
Hirsch, county attorney, tobeonthe
regional homeland security council .

*Heldal0-minuteclosedsession
for non-elected personnel with
Sheriff Ken Badsky. Afterwards,
they agreed to pay part-time em-
ployeesin the sheriff’ s department
$7.50an hour.
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THECITY CREW, includinglineman RonBeneda, hel pedtakedown Christmasdeco-

rationson Tuesday. Many were damaged during the blizzard in late November.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis
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Ambulancetruck tradeshot down

The Decatur County ambulance
director and sheriff talked about
trading the old ambulance and a
truck with each other at acommis-
sioners’ meeting Tuesday, Dec. 13,
but decided it wasn’t worth the
trouble.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said Sheriff Ken Badsky
approached him about trading a
four-wheel-drivepickupfor theold
ambulance.

Whatwouldyoudowithit?asked
Commissioner Doyle Brown.

Mr. Pomeroy said theonly thing

he could think is maybe selling the
pick-up would bring more than the
ambulance.

Isthetruck owned by thesheriff’s
office or isit his private vehicle?
asked Commissioner RalphUnger.
If it isaprivate vehicle, then the
county officescan’t trade.

Later in the meeting, Sheriff
Badsky came in. He said the truck
isonetheofficegotinadrugseizure.
Hesaid hetalkedwithMr. Pomeroy
about it because it has four-wheel
drive, although it does need some
work. After the last snow, Mr.

Pomeroy complained that his
county-owned Expedition, also
fromadrugseizure, got stuck. Ithas
two-wheel drive.

Mr. Pomeroy saidhewonderedif
the truck would bring more at an
auction than theambulance.

Mr. Unger asked Sheriff Badsky
if heisawarethat theambulancehas
been decertified and needstobere-
paired. Maybe the ambulanceisn’t
something the office wants, the
sheriff said. Maybethey canjust sell
the pickup.

Postage
togoup
twocents

The cost of mailing a letter will
increaseby twocentsSunday sothe
postal service can help reduce the
federal deficit.

Currently it costs37 centstomail
aletter, but come Sunday that will
increase to 39 cents. Postmaster
Linda Smith said they havealot of
two-cent stamps for people wha
wanttousetheir old 37-cent stamps.

The Postal Servicesaysit'srais-
ing prices because Congress re-
quired it to make a $3 billion-per-
year contributionto anescrow fund
for possiblepension costs. Thepay-
ments have been suspended for
threeyearsbecausethe servicewas
overpaying its pension fund. The
excesshel psthebudget deficit ook
smaller, though, and the Bush ad-
mini stration has opposed reducing
thecontributions.

Mrs. Smith said everythingisin-
creasing. Theflat rate on apriority
envelope will go from $3.85 tc
$4.05, theexpressmail flat ratewill
go from $13.65to $14.40 and post-
cards will go from 23 cents to 24
cents.

Letters mailed with a 37-cent
stamp after Sunday won’t be re-
turned, but the personreceivingthe
mail will haveto pay theadditional
two centsas postage due.

Mrs. Smith said the post officeis
already selling the 39-cent stamps
and has beenfor awhile.

L ogsshow
ambulance

kept busy

The Decatur County ambulance
service had worked 332 calls as of
Tuesday, Dec.20, with aweek |eft
intheyear.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said that was an all-time
high. Duringthemeeting that ambu-
lance was called out, bringing the
total to 333. He said he thought the
old record was 323, and there were
285 callslast year.

The service, he said, has been
bringingin$2,000to$3,000aweek.

Mr. Pomeroy suggested and the
commissionersagreedtotableabill
for vehicle repair from Taoc
Hartsough of theNorcatur Fire De-
partment from the blizzard. Mr.
Pomeroy said heisgetting morein-
formation ontheincident.

Mr. Hartsough askedthecommis-
sionersto pay for the$400repair tc
his vehicle since he used it to do
county work. Mr. Hartsough said he
was sent out to do somework in his
own vehicle, but Mr. Pomeroy i<
supposed to bring the dispatch logs
for the commissionersto check.
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Name: Anne Wasson
Parents: Dan and Carol

Wasson

Grade: 12

Age: 18

We've nominated this
student because: Sheisa
hardworking, organized per-
son who is pleasant to be
around. Sheisvery positive
and always willing to help
others.

Student Comment: | have
enjoyed my high school ex-
perience and hope that my
futurewill beasgreat asitcan
be.

Activitiesinvolved in at
school: Cross country, Na-
tional Honor Society, weight
club, Singers, volleyball,
basketbal |, Spanishclub, stu-
dent council, Chante, band
and choir.

My choice of movies,
books and games: Hitch,
movie, “The Chocolate
Wars,” book and Skip Bo,
game.

After | leave Decatur
Community High School |
intend to: Go to college at
Kansas StateUniversity and
study apparel marketing.

And 10 yearsfrom now,
| think 1’1l be: Out in the
business place, hopefully
working for a major com-
pany.

Favorite Quote: “Never
explain-your friends do not
needitandyour enemieswill
not believe you anyway.”
Elbert Hubbard
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Name: Jeremy Tally

Parents: Eugene and
TonyaTally

Grade: 12

Age: 18

We've nominated this
student because: Hisefforts
in many different areas in-
cluding speech, drama, Na-
tional Honor Society, robot-
ics and music. He is very
modest, talented, kind and
makesanefforttodotheright
thing. Hemarchestohisown
drummer and is not influ-
enced by the crowd.

Student Comment: | am
very privileged to be nomi-
nated for thishonor.

Activitiesinvolved in at
school: National Honor So-
ciety, dramaclub, TACT,
scienceclub, Singers, robot-
ics, speech, musical and the
all school play.

My choice of movies,
books and games: | like a
good actionmoviefull of ad-
venture. | likebooksthat are
alittleonthefantasy side.

After | leave Decatur
Community High School |
intend to: attend Kansas
State University architec-
tural program.

And 10 year s from now,
[ think I'[l be: 28 andliving
avery good lifewith afam-
ily of my own.

Favorite Quote: “ Speak
softly and carry abig stick,”
Teddy Roosevelt.
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