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Real crigsin education
created by school lawsuit

Appalling.

Greedy midsize school districts that have
been pushing for more money haveaskedthe
Kansas Supreme Court to take over Kansas
schools and order the Legislature to spend
nearly abilliondollarsmoreoneducationthis
year.

We hope the court will realize the wrong-
ness of thisposition, but there are no guaran-
teesinthecrazy agewelivein.

It stimefor Kansastaxpayersto wake up.

Thereis no crisisin education, except the
one created by thislawsuit.

Kansas schools function well. They are
among the best in the nation.

Sure, they could usemoremoney. Couldn’t
weall?

But it'sthe Legidlature’ sjob to divide the
pie, and the Legislature has done what it can
for schoolswithout raising taxes.

There is no way to get the billion dollars
these greedy school districts want without a
hugetax hike. Thepeoplerunningthemdon’t
care. They just want money.

Rural school districts and school boards
ought to wake up, too.

Themoney themidsizedistrictswantisthe
money our schoolsusedtoget for “low enroll-
mentweighting.” Thisissupposedtocoverthe
extracostsof runningasmall, isolated district.

Thelatest school financebill doesaway with
thisdifferential and coversit with aone-time
increasein the per-pupil base. That’sa scam
that will come back to haunt rural schools.

To befair, the midsize districts are not re-
ally outtodestroy western K ansasschool s, but
wewill suffer for their wants.

Thelr real targets are the growing, popular
“exurban” districtsthat surround city schools
in Salina, Topeka, Wichitaand other eastern
cities. Thedistrictslack the “city” problems
likedrugs, violenceand crowdingthat plague
larger districts. They draw students — and
money — from city schools. And because of
low-enrollment weighting, they get more
money for each student.

City schools see this. They hate these
smaller neighbors.

Make no mistake. Thisisnot about thedis-
advantaged or thedowntrodden. It’ snot about
minority studentsor special education.

It sthemoney.

And if we don’t do something now, our
schoolsout herewon’t have any.

The way our government is supposed to
work, theL egidlaturedecideshow tospendthe
state’ smoney and how much to tax citizens.
Not the courts.

Unlesswewant to be taxed to death, that’s
theway it should stay.

The Supreme Court needs to keep out of
school finance and let the Legislature do its
job.

Thisisamoney issue, not alegal problem,
and the court needsto seethat.

Otherwise, we are facing a constitutional
crisisinthisstate.

—SeveHaynes

M akeevery gasdollar count

The other night, | asked Jim to
take me someplace expensive. He
did. Tothegasstation.

Didyoueverthink youwouldlive
to seetheday when $2-a-gallongas
sounded likeabargain?| hateto be
the voice of gloom and doom, but
pricesareexpectedto peak at $2.35
agallonthissummer.

Avery smartlady talkedtomethe

Out Back
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other night when wewere eating at

alocal restaurant. | know she was
smart, because sheagreed with me.
She, too, had been practicing the
“slow down” theory of gas con-
sumption. She is a stay-at-home,
home-schooling mom who can
make atank of gaslast morethan a
week.

| can’ ttopthat, but | amdefinitely
gettingmoremilesout of eachfillup.
Jim sleeps while | drive, anyway.
Thisway hegetsalonger nap.

—ob—

For sometime, Jmand| havedis-
cussedtheprosand consof €iminat-
ing television from our lives. We
havelots of friendswho have done
it,andtheir livesseem better for the
change. We're both kind of “news
junkies” and couldn’t bear the
thought of life without “Fox and
Friends’ or Bill O'Reilly. Jmisa
history nut, and | can’t get enough
of “Decorating Cents” and “Clean

One week, two days, four hours
and 19 minutes ago, we decided to
go*“coldturkey” andgiveuptelevi-
sion.

Actually, that’ snot quitetrue.

Tosay“wedecided” issomewhat
of amisnomer. The satellite com-
pany actually decidedfor us. | guess
I misplacedthebill (itgotlostonthe

table), it didn’'t get paid and our re-
ception was discontinued. After
much discussion, our decision was
to NOT hock the family sterling to
get enough money together to have
theservicerestoredwithinthehour.

It's going pretty well. We'rere-
discoveringtheart of conversation.
Jim sayssomething, | reply. Thenl
say something, heresponds. It’ sre-
aly quite something.

I’mreadingabook. | lovetoread.
Alwayshave. But, over theyears, |
claimedto never have enoughtime
to read. It’s true, | didn’t have
enoughtime... | waswastingit all
watching TV.

I’m not to the point where I’'m
readytosay,“ SelltheTV set! We're
never watching it again.” But, |
think we' rebothreadytosay,“Let’'s
not ever allow that little box to con-
trol our livesagain.”

—ob—

Didyouremember wearefeeding

two baby calves?Fromthefirst day
wehadthem, Jimbegancallingone
Suzy-Q, which |eft the other need-
ing a moniker. Our granddaughter
Alexandriausually namesthem, but
she conceded when afriend, who
demanded to remain anonymous,
came up with aname for the other
calf. He suggested Barby. You
know, Barby-Q.

It stuck. But out of respect, and so
they don’t get nervous, wejust call
them Suzy and Barby.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Thereforeyoushall lovethe
Lord your God and keep His
charge, Hisstatutes, Hisjudg-
ments, His commandments
aways.

Deuteronomy 11:1
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| atest cat snack not appreciated

One of my catskilled the Easter
bunny.

How do | know this?

| found itsheadlesslittlebody in
the middle of my sitting room Sat-
urday morning.

Thiswas not the first body that
I’ ve attributed to the feline contin-
gent in our house. All the others,
however, have been birds. Most of
them have been dead, but at |east
two were alive, and | was able to
capture and rel ease them outside.

While the dead birds presented
quite a feather-removal problem,
therabbit wasworse.

Therewasbloodall over my new
tan carpet.

| was, shall we say, less than
thrilled.

Sincel wason my way towork, |
removed the body, using sometis-
sues, to the wastebasket and re-
moved the plastic liner to the back
porch.

Since then, 1" ve been checking
every red spot of lintinthehouseto
seeif it'sablood stain. Sofar, it's
only the carpet in the sitting room.
I’m not sure how the cat — which-
ever oneit was— got ahalf-grown
rabbit without a head up the newly
carpeted stairs without getting any
bloodonthem, but apparentlyitdid.

Steve and | have washed out the
evidence using cold water and car-
pet cleaner, but every timehepasses

Open Season
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through the sitting room, he chuck-
lesand sayssomethingabout, “| told
you so.”

Hedidwarnme. Infact, everyone
warned me.

“Youputinacat door,” they said,
“and you’ll have more than cats
comingin.”

| thought they meant skunks, rac-
coonsor maybeatoy poodle.

| took care of those problems by
putting the door up near the rafters
inthebasement. A cat caneasily get
up and down, but askunk or poodle
would have trouble. I’'m not sure
about raccoons. | just didn’t think
we had too many of thosein town.

Of course, assoonasthefirst dead
bird appeared on the kitchen floor,
therewaslaughter and“1-tol d-you-
sos.”

Actually, dead things aren’t too
muchof aproblemfor me. 1 candeal
with dead.

I’mnot too fond of living things,
however.

Birdsl canhandle, but | dreadthe
day they bring in arat, mouse or &
bat.

The cats have caught and killed
several batsover thepast few years,
andthelast onethey | eft ontheback
porch hissed at Steve when he
walked past.

| don’t do bats.

Neitheram| crazy aboutlivemice
or ras.

| had a cat that brought aliverat
into the house once, about 30 years
ago. | screamed. The cat looked up
anddroppedtherat, whichimmedi-
ately ran under abookcase.

Needless to say, it was along
night. Intheend, thecat andrat were
both put out.

I’mnotlookingfor arepeat of that
process, but since I’ m the one who
hasto changethecat box —andwith
the cat door, there’'salot less to
change— | still likethat cat door.

| just wish they’ d keep them off
the new carpet, please.

Democr acytaken for gr anted

Americansprizeour democracy,
but sometimesweseemtotakeitfor
granted.

Inour region, thereare dozensof
townships, small towns, school dis-
tricts, evencitiesthesizeof Oberlin
where no one bothersto filefor of-
fice.

Local office doesn’t pay very
well, if at all. Someentities, suchas
smaller townships, don’t do very
much.

Peoplecomplainabout thelack of
interest, but nothing much changes.

Most towns and school s eventu-
aly get afull compliment of board
members. M ost of theseboardstoan
admirablejob.

But why don’t people care
enoughtorun?

Why do so many incumbents
stand for re-el ection unopposed?

Doesanybody really care?

Here's a proposition that would
get peopleout to runfor office.

Let’ smakeit statelaw that for any
county, city, school district, town-
ship or special board where no one
filesfor eachseatinanelection, that
district, city or county standsto be
dissolved.

Therewould beaquestiononthe
ballot, “ Shouldthis® nameof entity”
bedissolved accordingtothelaw of
the State of Kansas?’

Support chi

TotheEditor:

April isChild Abuse Awareness
Month. During this month and
throughout the year, the Decatur
County Interagency Council isdedi-
cated to raising awareness about
child abuse and neglect and what
each one of us can do to help keep
children safe.

Throughout the month, coalition
members will be passing out blue
ribbons to raise awareness of posi-
tive steps that can be taken to pre-
vent child abuse.

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

Oh, | can hear the howlsalready.
Butitwouldput voterstothetest.
Dothey care?

Do they want the schoolsto stay
open?Thetownshiptograderoads?
Thecity tomaintainitsservices?

Or would it be better just to let
thingsgo?

My guessisfew questionswould
ever makeittotheballot, at leastin
citiesand school districts.

There might be some townships
that would just go away. A few
school districts have dissolved al-
ready, though not for lack of inter-
est.

People loved them. Lack of kids
didthemin.

The way things are, people get
elected to some boards with just a
few write-in ballots. That’ snot the
way democracy is supposed to
work.

Votersdon’t really havemuch of
achoice. Things usually work out,

sometimes surprisingly well. But
we can do better.

It allows small groupsto get to-
gether under the radar and plot
thingsout. Votersdon’t know what
to expect. A few people can “rail-
road” astealth campaign and get &
date elected with aminority of the
vote.

It may belegal, but it’s not gooc
government.

If atown or school faced dissol u-
tion, my guessis people would get
their names on the ballot. Voters
would know what iscoming. I nter-
est would increase, and elections
would mean more to the average
person.

If not, peoplecouldvoteyesor n
onthedistrict or township.

Andif noonecared, thenwe’ d be
rid of some excess governmental

baggage. _
And that might not be all bad, ei-

d safetywnh rlbbon

(

\_

L etter totheEditor

Pleasewear ablueribbon to sup-
port a standard that every child
should grow up in aloving, safe,
nurturing home.

For informationonprogramsand
how you can help prevent child
abuse, call Roxy Cabral, Northwest
Kansas Regional Prevention Cen-
ter, at (785) 462-8152, or Pastor

Charlotte Strecker-Baseler, Decatur
County Stand Against Violence, at
(785) 475-2053.
Where' syour blueribbon?
Peg Smith, member
Decatur County Stand Against
Violence

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ad:

Colorado: PatriciaEnglish, Den-
ver; Romajean Hahn, Aurora; Zola
Branch, Arvada; C.E. Runyan,
Greedley; SteveCathcart, EstesPark;

Nebraska: Hulda Frick,

Indianola; John Rubendall,
Franklin; Walter Steier, McCook;
Elsewhere: Philip Guenther,
Lancaster, Calif.; Dr.andMrs. A.P.
Vohs, Siloam Springs, Ark.; Goldie
Dorson, Green Cove Springs, Fla.;
W.D. Cody, Tulsa, Okla.; Terry
Kruse, Russellville, Mo.; Mrs.

Malcolm Henderson, Starkville,

Miss.; Eileen Hazelbaker,
Grangeville, Ore.; Myra Canfield,
Niles, Mich.; Lyle Shields,

Rockport, Ind.; Mrs. Effie Gish,
Fort Worth, Texas; Jerry Marietta,
Casper, Wyo.; Kenneth Foster,
Hampton, Tenn.



