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Fear of iImmigration
really fear of unknown?

Sowhatisit peoplefear aboutimmigration?

Isitjobs?

With employment running for years at
record lows, it hardly seemslike our jobsare

threatened by immigrants.

Thejobsthey take — in packing plants, in
fields, onroad crews— most Americansshun.
These have always been the lot of the last
guy off theboat, Italian, Greek, Pole, Croatian,

Cambodian or black.

Those groups, and dozens of others, came
to this country looking for a new life, and
foundit. Today, they are Americans. Today,
iIf fact, someof their descendantsprobably are
among those who rail against the new immi-

gration.
Isitlanguage?

M ost immigrantscameherespeaking some-
thing other than English. They learned and

adapted.

But there are towns in Kansas where Ger-
man or Frenchwasthemainlanguagefor two
or three generations. Russian, Bohemian,
Swedish. All were spoken here, though no

longer.

It' Il bethe samewith the current wave.
People come hereto be Americans. That's
what most want more than anything. They

want what we have.
Isittheeconomy?

immigration. With all the outsourcing and

importing, westill havejobsthat go begging.

It'sillegal?

Only becausewesay it’sso.

But aswithmany things, you can’t makeil-

legal what peoplewant badly.

Alcohol, anew life, whatever. Peoplewant
something, and they’ll get it.

If people want to come here so badly that

they’ Il risk their lives, they’ll come.

Customs.
Isitfear?

Maybe.

not American.

No fencewill stop them.

Al Qaidawill comeinwith them?

Please. Al Qaidacomesinwhere al Qaida
wants to come in. Most have come through
major airports, right through lmmigrationand

Fear of the unknown, fear of thosewho are
alittle different than most of us?

Maybeit’ sjust plainold prejudice.
Call itwhat youwill. It’ snot pretty, andit’s

All thisis nothing new. Those who came

before spat on the Irish, the Italians, the Ar-

menians, the Poles. Today, you can’t tell one
fromanother. That isour heritage.

There are forces that would tear America
apart and deny our traditions. Immigrationis

not one of them.

Our economy would grind to ahalt without

—SeveHaynes

L ondy henfound newfriends

Themysteryissolved. Wefinally
learned what happened to “Henny
Penny” last fall.

We have had chickens since we
first got married. Sometimesmore,
sometimes less, but always afew.
Until last fall. Every morning we
would find one or two hens killed
somehow during the night. Jim set
traps, but the slaughter continued
until weweredowntoonelone(and
lonely) hen. That same day Jim
trapped what we believed to be the
culprit, afull-grown raccoon.

Our onelittlehenlived asolitary
lifefor awhileaswedebated adopt-
ingsomeadditional henstokeepher
company or theoption of taking her
through the “ noodle bath.” Thede-
cision was taken out of our control
when“Henny Penny” disappeared.
We searched theneighborhood and
found nary afeather. We assumed
shehad met her fateinthejawsof a
marauding coyoteor arovingdogif
she had ventured too close to the
outskirtsof town.

Last week, however, we learned
“therest of thestory.” Jimwasfram-
ing up aroom addition for some
friends on the other side of town.
They havechickens, too. Jimasked
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them if they had a stray chicken
show up at their place recently. It
seemsthat oneday last fall aplump,
barred rock hen showed up at their
penandwantedin. They accommo-
dated her and now sheisthe celeb-
rityintheir flock. All their chickens
are white, so with her black-and-
whitefeathers, shereally standsout
inthecrowd.

“Do you want her back?’ they
asked. " Oh, no,” weanswered.“We
wouldn’twant totakeher away from
her new friends.”

Besides, we just got two baby
calves, and don’t need any more
chores. A farmer/rancher friend
called last Sunday afternoon and
made usadeal we couldn’t refuse.
Two of hiscowshad each had aset
of twins, and each mother would

only claimone. That lefthimtodeal
with two newborn calves.

Heproposedthatif wewouldfeed
and carefor them through the sum-
mer, wecankeepone. Withtheprice
of baby calveslikeitis, that sounded
likeagood deal tous. Sowe' remix-
ing baby formulaand decidingwho
getsto takethe midnight feeding.

They are cutelittle black Angus
calves. Jim decided that one looks
likea"Suzy-Q" and we' rewaiting
on granddaughter Alexandriato
come up with aname for the other
one. She has named all our other
calves, sowehaveatraditiongoing
here. Inthepastwe' vehad“Bucky”
and“Pooh,” “1ke” and“Mike,” and
“Ollie” and“Mollie”.

Now, what rhymes with “ Suzy-
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We are troubled on every
side, yet not distressed; weare
perplexed, but not in despair;
Persecuted, but not forsaken,;
cast down, but not destroyed;
Always bearing about in the
body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that thelifeal so of Jesus
might bemademanifestinour
body.

Il Corinthians4:8-10

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and editedfor formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue.
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LOOKS LIKE
WeRre IN
THE CLEAR,

AND SHOULD B8
SEEING DAYLIGHT
ANY MINUTE...

LeTS
€T COURSE
AND GET
UNDERWAY.

My husband has an interesting
way of reminding himself, and me,
of thingsweneed tobuy. Heleaves
the empty packages on the kitchen
counter.

Right now, his grocery list con-
tains shredded cheese, V8 and
lemonjuice. Lastweek, itwasadead
9-volt battery and empty vinegar
bottle.

Thisis an interesting form of
shorthand, | guess. Maybeothersdo
it, too. It just seems strange that a
man who is awriter by profession
would make pilesinstead of lists.

I'malist maker. | make grocery
lists, to-dolists, Christmas-cardlists
and story lists.

| havealist of phone numberson
the refrigerator and a dry-erase
boardtolist things| need to dothis
week or thingsthat need to gowith
usonatrip.

My daughtersareal solist makers.
The oldest one lives by her Day-
Timer. Shewouldn’t think of going
on vacation without it.

| think sheprobablytookittoltaly
on her honeymoon. After all, she
might have missed the Sistine
Chapel if shedidn’t have it on her
list.

Y oungest daughter also lists ev-
erything.

Beforeshemovedto South Caro-
lina, she listed everything in her
house.
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Now that doesn’t sound so bad
until yousitinevenasmall roomand
list everythinginit.

Tryit. Gointothebathroomwith
apad andpen, sitdownandstart list-
ing what you have there — clock,
towels, wash clothes, shampoo,
cream rinse, toilet paper, wastepa-
per basket, tissue box, drapes,
blinds, and we haven’t even gotten
tothe medicine cabinet yet.

Son, ontheother hand, doesn’tlist
anything. When he goes some-
where, he packs 10 minutes before
walking out the door. He shops
without a grocery list and doesn’t
even bother with atelevisionguide
for watching thetube.

Me, | like to have my packing
done aweek beforel leave, evenif
it'sjust for theweekend. | liketobe
prepared.

Steve, ontheother hand, islikehis
son. Hepacksa most ashewal ksout
thedoor, and then herecitesevery-
thingheputinhisbag— socks, ties,

dress shirts, short-sleeved shirts,
sport coat, slacks, suit, jeans, T-
shirts, swim suit, good shoes, belt,
pills, reading material.

If you check that oral list care-
fully, you'll see why he forgot tc
take underwear two tripsin arow
last year.

Me, | always remember every-
thing. Of course, | keepaddingtothe
list,andsincethesuitcaseisalready
full and in the car, | tend to stuff &
bunch of thingsin bags. Which is
how | ended upin Denver last week
withaT-shirtinmy computer case.

My listtoday still hasacall tomy
mother and a sack of cat food to be
gotten at thevet’s. Thismay bethe
firsttimein 20years|’ vegotten ev-
erything doneonthelist.

Of course, | may beadding afew
more things before the day is done
— Steveisstill adding tothepile of
emptiesonthecounter,and |’ |l have
to go to the store sometime.

Sappa Park drawsattention

People are excited about the
changesat Sappa Park.

Regular visitors gush about how
the place looks without fences up
againsttheroad. Morepeopleseem
tobevisiting, maybejustto seewhat
changes.

No doubt, the Pheasants Forever
volunteers are off to agood start.
Since taking over thefarm lease at
the park, they’ ve already removed
nearly all thefencesinsidethepark.

Rolls of wire and piles of poles
testify to the amount of work
they’ve done. There is more to
come, of course.

ThechangestartedwhentheCity
Council, at theinstigation of Coun-
cilman Jay Anderson, put the farm
leaseupfor bids. PheasantsForever
camein late, with a bid that was
lower than either of two straight
farmbids.

But, as Mr. Anderson said, the
ideaisto get the park back to more
recreational use.

It looks likeit’sworking so far.
Only timewill tell how many people
will respond.

The wildlife group is using the
|ake bottom and adjacent areasasa
habitat development project. A state
biologist helped draw up detailed
plans for hunter-oriented farming,
withamix of grain, grassand cover
designedtooptimi zepheasant num-
bersand hunting opportunity.

Crop rotation, planting patterns
and farm practices would be
changedtomatchtheplanting plan.

Taking out the fencesisjust the

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

first part of the plan. It's avisual
improvement, butismoresymbolic
thananything. Theend of thefences
showstheliberation of former pas-
tureareasfor recreation.

I’ s not a black-and-white thing.
Theformer tenant, Jim Abbey, had
worked the city land for years. He
told the council last year that he al-
ways allowed hunting if people
would ask. And he had started tak-
ing out thefences.

Whilethecity wasgetting an oc-
casional payment under the old
share cropping contract, crops on
thelakebed oftenwerel ost. Thecity
didnotinsureitsshare, sotherewere
yearsit got nothing.

Mr. Abbey suggested cutting the
damtodrainthelakequickly aftera
rain, but that went nowhere.

InthePheasantsForever contract,
the city reserved theright to re-es-
tablishthelake—if itcanfindaway
togetthewater. Y earsago, aformer
city clerk let the water rightsto the
old lake lapse. Today, that water
would beinvaluable.

Thecity haswater it could use—
the outflow fromits sewer plant —
but an engineer estimated that it

would take $800,000 or more to
build apipelinetothelake.

Still, stateandfederal officialsare
looking for a way to establish &
“wetlands’ inthelakebottom. That
wouldfitinwell withthenew farm-
ing plan and proposed walking
trails. And maybe even provide
small fishing pond.

Alakewill takelonger, but at | east
it'sstill possible.

For now, though, the park has
new openfeel. It' seasier totakeoff
across country and explore theis-
landsor thefar shore.

One habitual user said, beaming
at the change, “I told 'em several
yearsago, they could haveafeed|ot
out here, or apark, but not both.”

Now it' sapark.

Thecity wasn’t evengetting paid
for any grazingrights.

It sgoing to befunto follow the
changesover the next year or two.

Thecity will get asteady rent, and
people will have more room to
ramble.

Heck, if they pay the crop insur-
ance, PheasantsForever might even
makealittlemoney inagood year.

Vigtorspraisetown, peoplehere
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Recently my wife and | visited
northwest Kansas on a geneal ogy
trip and short vacation. We had the
occasion to spend several daysin
Oberlin.

We wanted to compliment the
peopleof Oberlinontheneat, clean,
and attractive appearance of your
city. Weespecially enjoyedthecity
street lights that extend into your
residential areas.

Of special note, wewouldliketo
thank the following people at the
Decatur County courthousefor their
friendly and hel pful attention: Judy
Gaumer, register of deeds, Pat
Whetzel of that office, and Janet
Meitl and RhondaWildeman of the
district court clerk’s office. These
ladieswerevery helpful andcordial

to usaswe pursued our geneal ogi-
cal research. We also enjoyed sev-
eral very pleasant evenings at the
LandMark Inn with our host, Gary
Anderson.

Oberlinisanexceptional commu-

nity and oneinwhichall of theresi-
dentscantakepride.

Vernonand LindaPierce
5901 North Harrah Roao
Harrah, Okla., 73045




