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IN BAND CLASS at Decatur Community High, Marci Matchett KeIIy Ison (below) sang with the Oberlin choir during practice un-

(above) ran through the scales on her flute asthe group warmed up. der vocal teacher Susan Nelson.

Musicians
get ready
for festival

Oberlin Red Devil band and vo-
cal studentsonly haveafew daysl eft
topreparefor thebigcompetitionon
Saturday.

Around 65 studentswill compete
attheRegiona MusicFestival atthe
high school, sponsored by the Kan-
sas State High School Activities
Association. The studentswill per-
form both solos and in ensembles,
competing with students from 22
areaschools.

Vocal teacher Susan Nelsonsaid
thecompetition Saturday iscompa-
rable to aregional sports tourna-
ment. Students receiving | ratings
will qualify to go on to the state
musicfestival in Concordiaon Sat-
urday, April 30.

Students have been preparing
sinceafter Christmasfor thecompe-
tition. Bandteacher Deanne Spanier
said the students chose their solos,
she helped them work on the hard
spots and then she sent them home
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classwith teacher Deanne Spanier.

Destry Jackson played with the

topractice.

Getting ready for the regional
competition, she said, really im-
provestheir playingability. Thestu-
dents, said Ms. Spanier, work hard
on their solos and the competition
motivates them to do the best they
cando.

Mrs. Nelson said the high school
studentshere havetheadvantageof
free weekly lessons on the instru-
ment of their choice before, during
or after school.

Eachof thesoloist, shesaid, must
preparetwo pieces. [n past years, a
number of students competed in a
vocal solo, aband instrument and
theninat least oneensemble. They
havepracticedall of thepieces since
January.

“Theregional contest,” saidMrs.
Nelson, “isanexcellent opportunity
for students to improve technique,
learn new literature and present
themselvesto an audience.”
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