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Cityraisesratestopay for sawer plant

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

TheOberlinCity Council decided Thurs-
day to raise sewer rates 72 cents per 100
cubicfeet of water used, or about one-third
on everything over the basic charge.

The changes will leave the base rate at
$14.50 for 300 cubic feet per month. For
every 100 cubic feet a customer uses the
pricewill increase from $2.23 to $2.95, or
32 percent. Therateincreaseisestimatedto
bringin $300,000 ayear.

Thecommercial ratefor sewerisdlightly

different, said City Administrator Gary
Shike, but basically if they usemorethanthe
300 cubic feet per month then they will be
charged $2.95 for each additional 100 cu-
bic feet.

Thaniel Monaco, the project engineer
with Miller and Associates, brought seven
scenariostothecouncil meeting Thursday.
Thefirst threewould have lowered the us-
age alowed under the basic fee, while the
other four didn’t touchiit.

Mr. Monaco said there are 798 residen-

tial users, and if the allowable usage was
changed it would affect 66 customers.

Council Member Ray Ward said hewas
looking at scenarios 4 and 6, but leaning
moretowards4.

The other scenario, 6, which the council
was looking at would have increased the
baseratefrom $14.50t0 $15.50 and the us-
ageratefrom $2.23 to $2.70 per 100 cubic
feet.

Council Member Patrick Pomeroy said
when the rates are increased, it will hurt

some. He said he can’'t come up with the
economic impact and doesn’t know what
will betheleast painful.

Council Member Joe Stanley said sce-
nario4wouldgivethecouncil theoptionto
make adjustments sooner to the base rate.
Peoplemay cut back onwater use, said Mr.
Stanley, sothat may changetheincome. He
said hetendstolean moretowardsscenario
6.

When doesthe council need to makethe
decision? asked Mr. Pomeroy.

Mr. Monaco said if the council needs
moreinformation, hecould get it for them.

Thecouncil noted that thesewer billsare
based on the reading taken in March from
theusagein December, January and Febru-
ary. Thenthenew ratestartsby mid-March,
showing up on April bills.

Mr. Stanley said hewould kind of liketo
leavethebaseal one. Thecouncil approved
scenario 4, leaving the base charge and us-
agealong, butraisingtheratefor higher use
by about one-third.

THE KOSHARE DAN-

CERS (above) portrayed
the sneak dance in which
warriorshadto quietly ap-
proach their prey or en-
emies. The dancers are
fromaBoy Scout troopin
La Junta. After the show
theboystalkedwiththeau-
dience of more than 100,
including Oberlin’s Ber-
nard Goetze (right), who

dancedwiththeK oshareas \

an Eagle Scout from 1952-
'57. The dancers were
brought totown on Sunday
by the Oberlin Arts and
Humanities Commission.
— Herald photos by
CynthiaHaynes

Representativestalk school finance, taxes

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer and
Rep. John Faber visitedwith county
officials, businesspeopleand other
votersat the Decatur County court-
houseon Saturday, bearingamixed
message on school finance and a
possibletax increase.

Sen. Ostmeyer saidwhilethe Sen-
atemight passatax increaseto pay
for schools, he didn’t think the
Housewould. Hesaid votersel ected
even more conservatives to the
House last year, ousting some lib-
eral members who supported tax
increases.

Rep. Faber warned, however, that
if thepowerful Johnson County bloc
doesn’ tgetwhatitwants, they might
join Democrats to pass a tax in-
crease.

Thetwomenspentalittleoveran
hour talking and answering ques-

tionsata“townhall meeting” setup
by the Decatur County FarmBureau
and co-sponsored by the Decatur
County Republican Women.

Sen. Ostmeyer, aGrinnell Repub-
lican, opened the meeting talking
about the state’ s school finance
problems. Hesaid that theeducation
finance problems are taking up 80
percent of histime.

He said that to get afinance hill
passed, the Legislaturewill haveto
increase the amount districts can
collect from local option budgets,
whichareraisedwithlocal property
taxes.

Johnson County, hesaid, wantsto
beabletoraiseall themoney it can
from the local options, but most of
therest of the stateisn’t too hot on
theidea. To get money in the base
for small schools, though, rural law-
makers will have to compromise

and give Johnson County what it
wants.

He said otherwise, legislators
from Johnson County will never
vote to raise the base amount that
districts get per pupil. He said the
poorer and rural districts can't get
enough money out of local option
budgets.

The Senate plan would raise the
per pupil base, hesaid, andthe Ober-
lin district would get another $291
per student.

“1 know its not enough to cover
the losses (of pupils) in Atwood,
Hoxieor Oberlin,” hesaid.“ | know
we'renot goingtoget all themoney
weneed out here, becauseif wedid,
thelarger districtswouldbreak us.”

He said that he hopes the House
and Senate can work out acompro-
misethat will keepthecourtshappy
and help pay for the schoolsfor the

next threeyears.

Other issues he touched on in-
cluded:

* The so-called clunker car bill.
Already passed, thelaw providesa
six-month window for people who
paid extra sales taxes on old-car
purchasesto get their money back,
hesaid.

* Theal cohol industry ispushing
to remove the requirement to | abel
gasolinewith ethanol, he said.

Sincethegrainusedtomakeetha
nol is cheap and oil is expensive,
consumers need to use more of the
blendedfuel, hesaid, but supporters
think required labeling holds sales
down.

* Racial profiling, whilenot abig
issue out here, is still aproblemin
the urban areas, he said.

* Pseudoephedrine, amajoringre-

(SeeMEN on Page 10A)

Invitetolobby for schoolsopentopublic

Oberlin School District board
members, staff and citizensarein-
vitedto goto Topekanext week, on
Thursday, March 17, to talk with
members of the Legislature about
small schools.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
the lobbying is a cooperative thing
between the Kansas National Edu-
cation Association, the teachers
union, and the United School Ad-
ministrators. The goal isto have

someone from one of the organiza-
tionslobbying every day while the
Legislatureisin session.

Thepurposeof thetrip, hesaid, is
tolobby for small schools.

Mr. Glodt said heisn’t abletogo
becausehewill begonefor asuper-
intendent forum, but heissettingthe
trip up.

A few staff members have said
that they want to go, hesaid, adding
that it will bealong day.

Thegroupfrom Oberlinwill meet
at the transportation barn at 4:45
a.m. They will betaking one of the
district’ svans.

Thegroupwill drivetoHoxieand
meet with the superintendent there.
Mr. Glodt said they may all ridein
onevehicleto Topeka. They will be
driving back after the session.

The group will meet with repre-
sentatives from the administrator
and teacher’sgroups at 10 am. in

Topeka. Mr. Glodt saidthey will be
lobbying legislators from this re-
gion.

Lastyear, hesaid, thesmall group
that went was able to go onto the
floor and into the speaker of the
House' soffice.

Anyone considering going
should call Mr. Glodt’s office at
475-3805. Theschool districtispay-
ing for the gas to Topeka, unless
thereisahugeresponse.

Registration
closesM onday
for springballot

Anyonewho wantsto voteinthe
upcoming city and school election
needstoregister by Monday if they
haven't done so already.

Voterswill fill three seatson the
Oberlin School Board and threeon
theCity Council, and haveayes-or-
no vote on a state constitutional
amendment defining marriage as
between one man and one woman
only.

In two of the three school board
districts, though, there is no race,
and only two candidates filed for
threeseatsonthecouncil. Thethird
likely will be filled by awrite-in
vote, althoughthereisn’tany known
write-in candidate at thistime.

The Decatur County clerk’s of -
fice will stay open until 9 p.m. on
Monday to allow peoplemoretime
toregister. Theelectionwill beheld
from 7 am. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 5.

Theonly raceisbetweenincum-
bent Delayne May and Jody

Robertson for the District 4 seat on
the school board.

Incumbents Dewayne Jackson
for District 6 and Chris Bailey for
District 5 have also both filed for
their seats. Only votersin the dis-
trictswill get aschool ballot.

Running for the Oberlin City
Council areincumbents Joe Stanl ey
and Jay Anderson. Councilman
Stan McEvoy’s seat is also up for
election, but heisnot running.

Since there are three seats open,
the three who get the highest votes
will get thejobs.

Louise Cressler filed for the
Jennings City Council, with twa
seats open and the mayor position,
and Frances Bader filed for the
Jennings School Board, with three
seats open for four year spots anc
two for two year spots.

Most of the positions open in
Jennings, Norcatur and Dresden
will be filled with write-in candi-
dates.

Oowne srecave
90-day extensons
toremovevehicles

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

After a sometimes-heated hear-
ing, Oberlin City Council granted
90-day extensions Thursday tothree
of four property owners ordered to
get rid of junk vehicles.

The council gave Rob McFee,
WillaUrban and BrendaPloussard
threemonthsto cleanuptheir prop-
erty after the hearing at the regular
council meeting at The Gateway.

The council gave Mr. McFee,
Mrs. Urban, Ms. Ploussard and
Jerry Miller timetotalk. Mr. Miller
did not ask for an extension.

Mr. McFee said he had come to
the council meeting amonth ago to
seewhat heneededto doto getinto
compliance and request a public
hearing. Atthistime, hesaid, hehas
justoneinoperablevehicle. Hesaid
hetitledtwo of thecars, soldtwoand
took two off of the property.

Mr. McFee said the one is not
tagged becauseheistaking partsoff
of it. Hesaid thecity ordinancesays
consideration will be given for ve-
hiclespeopl earetaking partsoff of.
Itison ramps, he said, and no one
can knock it off.

Onceheisdoneusingit, hesaid,
hewill have the vehicle moved.

Mr. McFee said he has one ve-
hiclethat hasanon-highway title, so
itisn't tagged.

Councilman Jay Andersonasked
when Mr. McFee will be finished
taking parts off the car. Mr. McFee
said heisn't sure, althoughhewants
tofinish getting the partsoff of it. It
depends on the weather and his
hands, he said.

“Itsoundslikeyouhavemadesig-
nificant strides,” said Councilman
Patrick Pomeroy. “ Thereshouldn’t

beareason why you can't finish.”

Dr. Anderson suggested 60 days
and then 90 daysfor Mr. McFee.

If the council says 90 days, saic
Mr. McFeg, it can be done in 90
days.

Council Member Ray Ward saic
hethought that 90 dayswasreason-
able. Hesaid hedidn’t haveaprob-
lemwithitaslongassomethingwas
being done, noting that Mr. M cFee
hasmadequiteafewimprovements.

After someheated discussion be-
tween Mr. McFee and Dr. Ander-
son, Mr. McFeesaid hetalked with
theanimal control officer, whosaic
that with the vehicle up off the
groundrodentsaren’ t goingto breed
init, nor isit a breeding place for
fliesor mosguitoes.

Dr. Andersonsai d hethought they
had been through this before. Mr.
M cFee said theseweren't the same
vehicles.

“They are the same rules,” Dr.
Andersonreplied.

Thecouncil agreed to the 90-day
extension, sayingthat if Mr. M cFee
realizesthatitisn’t enough, then he
needs to come back before then to
ask for moretime.

The group agreed that the best
thingwouldbefor Mr. McFeetoget
the vehicles tagged. Mr. McFee
asked if anon-highway title woulo
work.

The council members said Mr.
McFee aso could put up aprivacy
fenceto screenthevehicles.

If the council iselected to repre-
sentthecity’ shestinterest, saidMr.
McFee, why didittakethelower bid
onthelakeground, closedbids, then
take one more? The council shoulo

(See COUNCIL on Page 10A)

Theannual storm spotter train-
ing classwill be held at 7 p.m.
Thursday at The Gateway.

Thefreeclass, whichnormally
lasts around 2 1/2 hours, is pre-
sented by the National Weather
Service out of Goodland. Itis

Annua gormclasses
tobeheld on Thursday

opentothepublic.

David Floyd, with theweather
service, will beteachingtheclass.
He said the service also will be
offeringadvanced spotter classes,
but the dates haven’t been deter-
mined yet.
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AT THE Decatur County Courthouse Saturday State Sen. Ral ph Ostmeyer (above) and Rep.
John Faber (below) spoketo votersand public officials about school finance and apossible
— Herald staff photos by Cynthia Haynes

tax increase.

*Men
talk
money

(Continued from Page 1A)
dient of methamphetamine, isbeing
put behind the pharmacy counter to
discourage sales for illegal pur-
POSES.

“It’ stoo bad that we haveto do
this,” Mr. Ostmeyer said.“It'snota
free society but ... not only isthe
drug (methamphetamine) danger-
ous, it’ sdangerousto make.”

< A military unitisreturningfrom
Germany to Fort Riley and the
schools there need to be ready to
count about 700 new students. One
bill would allow a second “count
day” for budget purposes.

There's always talk of closing
military bases, the senator added.

“When they comein, we need to
be military friendly,” he said “We
want Fort Riley. It would bedevas-
tating to that county and the sur-
rounding areatoloseit.”

Rep. Faber saidthat heisthevice
chairman of the House Transporta-
tion Committee and serves on the
Education and Insurance commit-
teesthisyear.

Besideseducation, hesaid, hehas
been dealing with agricultureprob-
lems, includingaresolutiontoclose
our borders to Canadian cattle to
prevent the spread of mad cow dis-
easetotheU.S.

Abill,whichfailedbecauseitwas
toobroad, would havedealt withthe
inspectionof dog breedingfacilities
by increasing theinspectionfees50

.

t"ﬁ

percent. In the early ' 90s, he said,
Kansas has been notorious as a
puppy-mill state.

Rep. Faber said heisinfavor of a
bill that would move the livestock
commissioner under the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. This would
savemoney and solveseveral prob-
lems, hesaid.

Other issues were he discussed
were;

* To alow veterans to add more
stickers for medals to their license
plates.

“Thisis not abig deal to many
people, but it’simportant to veter-
ans,” hesaid.

* Adding $5toall car tagsand al-
lowing people to enter state parks

& '

Dr. Mark Wahlmeier,

Opens Office in

Optometrist,

Goodland!

Thursdays and Fridays.

Drs. Morrison & WahImeier, Colby, are pleased to announce the
opening of their eyecare office in Goodland. Dr. Wahlmeier is
committed to bringing professional, patient centered vision and eye
health care to area patients. Beginning March 7th, Dr. WahImeier
will be available to see patients in the Goodland office on Mondays
and Wednesdays and office hours will be maintained Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Appointments may also be
scheduled with Dr. Wahlmeier in the Colby office on Tuesdays,

110 W. 10th St.
Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-3654

» Comprehensive vision and eye health testing
* Two-year frame & lens warranty
» Guaranteed contact lens success program

Dr. Mark Wahlmeier

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM
www.eyeclinic.com

180 W. 6th
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-8231

for free. Thiswould be unfair to
thosewho own alot of vehicles, he
said. On the other hand, state park
fees have gotten so high alot of
people have stopped using them.

Mr. Faber said that hewould not
rule out atax increase to pay for
schools.

If Johnson County doesn’t get
what it wants on local option bud-
gets, he said, they may have the
votesto get atax increase passed.

After themeeting, thelegislators
and 18citizensadjournedtothehall-
way for acoffee, cookiesandalunch
of sandwiches, pop and pizza pro-
videdby privatedonations. Thenthe
legislatorsheaded off for their next
stopin Norton.

* Councll givesextensons
tothreevehicleowners

(Continued from Page 1A)
have taken the higher bid, he said,
saying that he alwaysreadsthat the
city needsmoremoney andthenthe
council passes up the opportunity.

“Youareresidingoverthedemise
of Oberlin,” said Mr. McFee. “Age
isup and birthsaredown.”

There has to be a reason why
people want to live in Oberlin, he
said, and restrictive ordinances
don't help.

“The vehicles on my property,”
said Mr. McFee, “aren’t hurting
people.”

Mr. McFee gave Council Mem-
ber Stan McEvoy, who was sitting
infor Mayor Ken Shobe, thelicense
plateoff oneof histrucks, whichhe
said had been ripped of f because of
thedifferencebetweentheheight of
the street and hisdriveway.

Mr.Miller sasid hebrokehisankle
last April andhehasn’t had achance
towork on atruck which heismak-
ingitintoatrailer. Hesaiditisinhis
garage and there aren’t any weeds
aroundit.

When the city has someone who
candrivearoundalleysandtakepic-
tures of vehicles, he said, that per-
sonisoverpaid.

Mr. Miller said he counted ve-
hiclesin the city and there are 126
that couldfall under thisordinance.

What about people who have

moved in from Colorado and have
been living here for three or four
months and they still have out-of-
statetags?heasked. Don' tthey have
to get Kansastagswithin 30 days?

“You said therearealot of other
vehicles,” said Dr. Anderson. “Will
you go out withthepolicechief and
point them out?’

Mr. Miller said hewouldn’t ride
across the street with him. Dr.
Anderson asked Mr. Miller if he
would go with him.

“No,” said Mr. Miller, “because
you areaninstigator.”

Mrs. Urban said shewantedto see
if she could get some extratimeto
removethevehiclesfrom her prop-
erty. She said her boys only come
back once a month. She said she
needsto know what all needsto be
cleaned out.

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart said
hecanonly goonwhat theordinance
says, whether thevehiclesareinop-
erableor untagged. Hesaidthereare
enough at her placethat itisgetting
closetoajunk yard.

Mrs. Urban said sheis going to
need three months at least. Chief
Lockhart said he has no problem
withthat, and the council approved
theextension.

Ms. Ploussard said shereceiveda
letter about her son’ sracecar, which
hasbeen sittingin her yard because

of alack of money. Since she re-
ceivedtheletter, hesaid, her sonhas
taken off al of the operable items.
There is someone coming in to re-
move it, she said, but she needs an
extension.

“lsn’tthereabetter way tohandle
this?” asked Ms. Ploussard.
“Couldn’t someone have talked tc
me?’

That isn’t the way the ordinance
iswritten, said Chief Lockhart. The
city hasto send awritten notice.

She said she thought when they
went through this before, and race
cars were OK. Running race cars
are, thechief said.

Ms. Ploussard said she talkeo
withMayor Shobe, and hewasvery
rude. Hewasinconsiderate and ba-
sically, shesaid, hecalled her scum.

The council approved a 90-day
extension.

Mike Ferguson, who was at the
meeting about the lake lease, com-
mended the council for enforcing
the codes, but he said they need tc
dothesameforindividua sandbusi-
nesses. Hesaid thecouncil needsto
be straightforward and treat every-
onethe same.

Mr. McEvoy said he appreciated
everyonecominginforthehearing.
The ordinance the council isusing
isthe one that was overhauled two
years ago with the help of 15to 20

Wor kshop tocover riparian

A two-day workshoponriparian,
or riverside, areas and the waters
that affect themwill beWednesday
and Thursday, March 30 and 31, at
the Red Willow County Fair-
groundsin McCook.

The workshop, “Republican
River Valley: Living onthe Edge,”
will alow owners to discuss man-
agement of their landal ongtheriver
anditstributaries. Itissponsored by
the Republican River Riparian
Project advisory committee.

Theeventwill includeapanel dis-
cussionwithlandowners, land man-
agers, conservation supervisors,
educators, water managers, county
and city officials, state and federal

The Stamps

You Can’t Wait
to Get Your Hands On.

* PRE-INKED (NO STAMP
PAD NEEDED)

* CLEANER, EASIER TO USE

» 50,000 IMPRESSIONS
BEFORE RE-INKING

* DOZENS OF MODELS

THE OBERLIN HERALD

170 S. Penn ¢ Oberlin, Kan.
785-475-2206

officialsand others, from Col orado,
Nebraska and Kansas. Keynote
speaker on Wednesday will beRich
Straight, U.S.. Forest Service lead
agroforester with the National
Agriforestry Center in Lincoln,
Neb.

Afieldtour will highlight thesec-
ond day, with a stop at Swanson
Reservoir. It will feature woody

vegetation management techniques
and equipment, aportable saw mill
and an assessment of a short seg-
ment of theriver to seeif itisin
proper condition.

Registration, at $40, includes
mesls. For details, contact the\West-
ern Prairie Resource Conservation
and Development agency at (785)
462-2602.

Boiler Bid”.

The City of Oberlin is accepting bids on a
boiler for the municipal swimming pool.

Contact the Oberlin Water Department at
785-475-2217 with questions.

Bids should be submitted to the City Admin-
istrator at 1 Morgan Drive, Oberlin, KS. 67749
by March 30, in sealed envelope marked “Pool
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