County
asksfor
opinion
L etter sent to
attorney genera

Decatur County commissioners
asked the county attorney get an at-
torney general’ s opinion on a pay-
ment the stateis asking for arouter
that allows dispatchers to access
state and national computer data-
bases.

Thestatehasprovidedtherouters
since they were installed, but re-
cently asked countiesto pay $200a
monthfor theservice. County Clerk
Marilyn Horn said the county paid
thebill for afew months, then some
commissionersinnorthwest Kansas
started to raise the question of
whether commissioners needed to
pay for them.

Commissioners questioned
whether Decatur County needed to
pay for the bill, and asked Mr.
Hirschtolookintoit.

Chief Dispatcher JeannePachner
met with the commissioners Tues-
day morningtotalk about thebill.

Commissionersagreed to send a
copy of theletter to state Sen. Stan
Clark. Mr. Hirsch saidit seemslike
the state is shoving its responsibil-
ity off onthe counties.

Ms. Pachner saidif the state say's
they aregoingto shut thecounty off,
dispatchwouldbeinabadway. The
router allows them to check crimi-
nal recordsor warrantswhen an of -
ficer stops someone. They use the
service dozens of timeseach day.

Thecommissionersagreedthatif
the state calls, she can say that the
check isinthemail.

Mr. Hirschsaidthe Federal Com-
munications Commission had de-
layed an order changing public ser-
vice frequencies to narrow bands,
which meansthecounty won' t have
to buy all new radiosright away.

Theruleisonastay, whichmeans
that it may be put into effect later.

The commissioners talked with
Ambulance Director Patrick Pom-
eroy,whosaidthecrewhad13calls
since Friday and had been very
busy.

He said he got an agreement for
payment on patient transferstoHos-
pital Administrator Lynn Doeden,
but shewanted to discusstwoitems
init.

Commissioner DoyleBrownsaid
he had asked Mrs. Doeden to come
intotalk about it.

In other business, commission-
ers.

* Held a closed session for non-
el ected personnel withMs. Pachner
for 10 minutes. Therewasnoaction
taken.

* Agreed to transfer $500 for the
Pitney Bowes Co. hill for postage.

* Held aclosed session for attor-
ney-client privilegefor 10 minutes
with Mr. Pomeroy and Mr. Hirsch.
Therewasno action taken.

» Held a closed session for non-
el ected personnel for S5minuteswith
Mr. Pomeroy. Therewas no action
taken.

*Heardthereisan openingonthe
hospital board because Greg L ohoe-
fener wantsto movetothe Oberlin-
Decatur County Economic Devel-
opment Corp. board. Anyone who
isinterestedin serving ontheboard
should contact the county clerk’s
office.

Car fire
falsealarm

TheOberlin Fire Department re-
spondedto afalsealarmonareport
of acar fireon Tuesday, Dec. 16.

Fire Chief Bill Cathcart said the
call wasabout 12:50 p.m. infront of
TheLandMark Inn. A stationwagon
belonging to Mary Lemman was
smokingandtheincidentwascalled
inasafire. Thechief said abearing
had goneout onthecar’ salternator.

Geihsler
Auto Repair

Rt. 3 — McCook, Nebraska
“We specialize in
automatic transmission
repair & rebuilt engines.”
For more information, call:

308-345-5179
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Window
fillsup
withgifts

GOING OVER THE
TOP, Stanley Hardware
owner Joe Stanley stacked
foodinthestore sfrontwin-
dow on Saturday, then
grabbed the sign to change
the count. The annual food
drivewasat 1,929items, but
hit2,015by thetimehewas
done. Thedrivewill endon
New Year's Day, and the
thefoodwill betakentothe
Decatur County Food Pan-
try in the basement of
United Churchtohelpthose
in need. Mr. Stanley said
there s till plenty of room

for more.

— Herald staff photos
by Steve Haynes
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Busnessestoclosefor New Year’sDay

Most Oberlin businesseswill be
closedon Thursday forNew Year's
Day, includingfederal, state, county
and city offices.

Thepost officecounter will close
atnoononNew Y ear’ sEveandwill
be closed New Year's Day, with
regular hourson Friday.

First National Bank will close at
1p.m.today and FarmersBank and
Trust will closeat 3p.m. TheBank
has scheduled cutoff at 1 p.m., but
will beopenuntil 4:30 p.m. withthe

drive-through open until 5 p.m.
Raye' s Grocery will be open regu-
lar hours on New Year's Eve, but
will beclosed on Thursday.

Frontier Restaurant will be open
on New Year's Eve until 8 p.m.,
whilethe LandMark Inn and Ober-
lin Mercantile will be open until
8:30 p.m. Pizza Hut will be open
New Year's Eveand New Year's
Day.

Red Crown Loungewill be open
from 5to 9 p.m. with adance from

9:30p.m.tolam.onNew Year's
Eve. TheOberlinAmericanLegion
will haveaNew Y ear’ sdancefrom
9p.m.tolam.

Mean Gene' swill be open New
Year's Eve and New Year's Day.
A& W Restaurantwill beopen New
Year'sEve until 8 p.m. and closed
on New Year's Day. Daylight Do-
nutswill beclosedNew Y ear’ sDay.

Dollar General will beopenfrom
9am.to6p.m.onNew Yea’sEve
and regular hours on New Year's

City approves Scout camp at park

The Oberlin City Council gave
the Boy Scouts permission to use
Sappa Park for a “mobile day
camp.”

At ameeting on Thursday, Dec.
4, DennisRiggsexplainedthecamp
tothecouncil. Heaskedif the Scouts
could use Chautauqua Park, also
known as Scout Park, for the camp,
but because of city ordinances, that
wouldn’t work.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
anordinancebansfiring of any kind
of firearm inside city limits. At the
camp, theboyswill beshooting BB
guns, and aBB gunisdefined asa
typeof firearm.

| am still
paying top

pricesfor
all wild fur.

785-672-3505
Dave Glassman

Mr. Riggs said that the shooting
exercise helpsteach rangeand gun
safety.

The Scoutswill be mobile, mov-
ing from station to station for exer-
cises including firearms and ar-
chery.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
the council would have to change
the ordinanceto allow the BB guns
inside city limits, but the Scouts

First National Bank
will be closing

at 1:00pm
On Wednesday, December 31.
Happy New Year

ﬂ%\
NATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com

First National Bank

Bird City, Colby, Goodland,
Kirk, Oberlin, Quinter,
Sharon Springs, St. Francis

could shoot thegunsat SappaPark.

Mr. Riggs said the BB guns are
oneshot only. The Scoutswill shoot
the gunsinto abank from about 16
feet away fromthetarget.

Councilman StanMcEvoy saidit
would be a good idea to have the
camp at Sappa Park. Councilman
Joe Stanley agreed.

The council agreed that Sappa
Park would work for the camp.

www.fnb.com

Day. D&M Sinclair will be open
New Y ear’ sEve, but will beclosed
on New Year’'s Day. Crossroads
Expressand Ampridewill be open
both days.

The Decatur County treasurer’s
officewill close at noontoday, and
other county offices will close at
regular time.

Federal, stateandcity officeswill
beopentoday. TheOberlinLibrary
will closeat 3p.m. on New Year's
Eveand reopen on Friday.

Councll
approves
licenses

TheOberlin City Council hasre-
newed beer licensesfor two conve-
niencestores, thegrocery and ares-
taurant/bar.

At ameeting Thursday, Dec. 18,
the council renewed permits for
Crossroads Express, Raye's Gro-
cery, Decatur Co-op for Ampride
and Mick and RhondaBarthfor The
Re-Load.

Mayor Ken Shobe said hetalkeo
with City Attorney Steve Hirsch,
who said there had been no com-
plaintsabout any of theretailers.

The council approved the li-
censes, witheachbusinesshavingtc
pay $125.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said The Gateway has had 84 more
events this year than last year. He
said it doesn’t really bring in more
money because of the costsfor the
people, but therewill be an end-of-
the-year report to show all of that
information.

The Gateway grossed around
$30,000 moreonfood, he said.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
saidthat hegot thecity afree30-day
trial website. The address is
www.oberlincity.net.Mr. Pomeroy
said the site will cost about $440 &

year.
The council two 20-minute
closed sessionswith Mayor Shobe,

Mr. Shike, Mr. Hirschand Foreman
Dan Castlefor non-€l ected person-
nel. The council voted to alow for
$12,800increaseinwagesfor 2004.
Mr. Shikewill present theindividual
breakdown at the Thursday, Jan. 8
meeting.

Husband
shootswife
In Brewser

A 27-year-oldwomanwaskilled
by what her husband said was an
accidental gunshot Sunday morning
at their home south of Brewster.

However, investigators ordered
anautopsy andthehushandwasbe-
ing held Monday in the Sherman
County Bastille. Formal charges
wereawaiting final detailsfromthe
postmortem.

Sherman County Sheriff Doug
Whitsonsaid Lanny Bevington, 33,
told officers his wife, Kerrie A.
Bevington, washitwhilehewasre-
moving a shotgun from the pickup
shewassitting in. He said dispatch
got thereport of agunshot victim at
7 a.m. on Sunday.

The Bevington home is 3 1/2
miles southwest of Brewster on
County Road 37 in Sherman
County. Whitson said the couple
had moved tothecounty in August.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
said the KBI was investigating. A
search warrant wasissued on Sun-
day for three agents to check the
scene.

Bevingtonwaspronounced dead
at thescene, and her body wastaken
to Bateman Funeral Home. It |ater
was moved to Topeka for an au-
topsy.

Funeral arrangementswerepend-
ing with Kersenbrock Funeral
Chapel of Colby.

All CHrist™mAs

40% Ol

Boxed Cards

Christmas Related merchandise,
70% olff marked price.

ParTy Goods & Holiday Gifr
ITems included

ConGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNER Of
OUR SANTA Claus Drawing!
MARCELLA LEiTNER - ODbeRLIN
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We wish everyone A HAppy New YEAR
from, SHARON, Rusty and THe staff of
We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:
= &

Family-owned / operated since 1906

Addleman

Phone 475-2661 — Oberlin — Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value are the cor ner stones of our business.




