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home to break out windows for ventilation. Fireman Rocky
Diederich (below) got helpto changehisair tank after astint

Electrical fire
ruinslocal home
on asnowy day

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

An electrical fire Monday after-
noon ruined an Oberlin woman's
home and most of her belongings.
Firemen fought the flames as 40-
mile-an-hour north windswhipped
snow past the house a couple of
blocks south of the hospital.

Mildred Lippelmann said she
learned about thefireat her homeat
805 W. Chandler Avenue while
working at the Oberlin Livestock
Barn, where she works in the kit-
chen of thecafe.

Shesaidawoman cameout of the
office and said she had heard the
county dispatcher say her housewas
onfire.

Mrs. Lippelmannsaid shewaited
for the woman to smile, but she
didn't.

Someone gave her aride to her
house, where volunteers from the
Oberlin City and Rural FireDepart-
ments were busy fighting flames
inside the walls. A volunteer from
Jenningswho wasin the area stop-
ped by and hel ped.

Mrs. Lippelmann got aride back
tothesalebarn. Shesaid sheand her
late husband, Gordon, moved into
the home from the country in 1970
when he retired from farming. He
diedin1979, andshehaslivedthere
alonesince.

Monday, shesaid shehopedthere
wouldn’t beal ot of damagebecause
she had alot of pretty thingsinside
that shedidn’t want tolose.

Part of the house, said Mrs.
Lippelmann, is 100 years old, add-
ingthat theold part wassmokingthe
most.

Fire Chief Bill Cathcart said the
call cameinaround 2 p.m. He said
Leland Smith had been driving by
and noticed the smoke coming out
of the house.

Chief Cathcart said hewasat his
home afew blocks away, and was
thefirst onthescene. Hesaid heavy
smokewaspouring fromthehouse,
andtherewereplenty of flames, but
inside, it wasmostly inthewalls.

The chief said the fire stretched
from floor toroof insidethewalls.

Chief Cathcart saiditlooked like
the fire started with an electrical
problem in the walls. The flames
then broke out onto the main floor
and burned quiteabit, he said.

Firefighters went in with the
hosesfirst and then started to work
onsomeupstairswindowsfromthe
outside, breaking them out for ven-
tilation. They laid out a 2 1/2-inch
lineto ahydrant morethan ablock
totheeast.

The house was full of smoke
when hegot there, said Chief Cath-
cart, but no one knows how long it
had been burning by then.

There was a lot of damage, he
said, but Mrs. Lippelmannshouldbe
ableto salvage someof her things.

She had a lot of antiques, said
Chief Cathcart, so he guessed dam-
agewouldruninthe$100,000range

Around 5 p.m., the trucks re-
turned to the station, where the
firefighters warmed up and got
themselves and the equipment
cleaned up.

I NBL OWI NG SNOW ON M ONDAY f| reflghterscllmbed inside. Fl reman Patrlck Pomeroy (bottom photo) heldahose
aladder tothesecond story (above) of Mildred Lippelmann’s  whilefirefightersknocked down theflamesinside.
— Herald staff photos by Steve Haynes and Kimberly Brandt
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Drawingwinner will rece|ve$1 500 Saturday

One Oberlin shopper with the
right red ticket will become $1,500
richer during the annual Christmas
onUsdrawingat 2 p.m. Saturday at
Centennial Park.

Friday will bethe last day to get
ticketsin the annual promotion put
on by The Oberlin Herald and
Oberlin merchants.

Inadditiontothegrand prize, one
shopper’ s ticket will be chosen to

receivethe second prize of $500.

All theprizeswill begiveninscrip
whichcanonly beused at participat-
ing sponsorsin Oberlin.

For thelast month, shoppershave
been collecting one red ticket for
each $10 spent at sponsors.

Atthecloseof businessFriday, all
tickets will be collected for the
drawing on Saturday.

Sofar, TheHeraldhasgivenaway

$300ininstant prizes, withsix shop-
persfinding their ticket numbersin
adsin the specia Christmas on Us
section inthe paper each week.

Lastweek, ChrigtinaBryanfound
ticket number 0081074 inanadfor
R&M Service Center. She got the
ticket from Ray Jewelry.

On Friday, Dianne Bremer
brought in ticket 1142808. She
found her number in the ad for the

Ward Drug Store.

Mrs. Bremer said she planned to
donateher money to DennisBrown
and the Forget-Me-Nots and their
projects.

That leaves four more winners
possible. In thisweek’s ads, there
will beeightticket numbers. Thelast
four instant prizeswill be given to
the first four people to bring their
ticket into the newspaper office.
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Didrict
may end up
hortoncan

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Oberlin School District officials
havebeenworking closely withau-
ditors, both stateand federal, to see
if they have enough money makeit
totheendof theyear, butitlookslike
itwill beaclosecall.

Regardless of what happensthis
year, though, itlookslikethedistrict
will haveto cut up to nineteachers
next year, or with a tax increase,
only five.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt told
theOberlin School BoardlastMon-
day afternoon that it looks like the
districtwill squeak by whenlooking
at thenumbersandfiguresfromone
auditor. If you look at the numbers
theother comesupwith, though, the
district may fall short.

Mr. Glodt said it looks like the
district will haveto useitsnew re-
duction in force policy, laying off
anywherefromfivetonineteachers

School
roundup

Atits meeting last Monday, the
Oberlin School Board:

+Heardthatthe districtneedsto
see if they have money to make it
tothe end of the year. Storyto left.

* Spent 55 minutes behind
closed doors to talking about per-
sonnel. Story on Page 3A.

+ Talked about priorities for the
district after hearing the board may
haveto cutnine teachers. Storyto
come.

depending on whether voters will
allowanincreaseinproperty tax for
thelocal option budget.
Theboard hasn’t made any deci-
(SeeMONEY on Page5A)

City approves
sawer plant plans

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin City Council decided
to send plans for a countercurrent
aeration sewer plant to the Kansas
Department of Healthand Environ-
ment after apublic meeting Thurs-
day night at The Gateway.

Although the summary in the
plansisfor a450,000-gallon-a-day
plant, thecouncil hasnot decidedon
thesize of plant or whereto borrow
themoney.

The public meeting, which was
required for loan applications,

brought about eight people in,
mostly city employees.

The council started the evening
talking about the size of the plant.
Withtheneed for awater treatment
facility onthehorizon, Councilman
Jay Anderson asked how muchwar
ter would run through the sewer
plant.

Thaniel Monaco, engineer with
Miller and Associations, the
McCook firmwhichisplanningthe
plant, said it depends on what kind

(See PLANSon Page5A)

Stor msbring snow
twicein last week

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Twosmall snowstormsinthelast
week may beasignthat thedrought
is breaking, and people, though
cold, seemed happy with the mois-
ture

The snow last Tuesday and then
again Monday during the day gave
wheat fields a much-needed drink
and gave students an unexpected
day of vacation.

Studentsin Oberlingottoturnthe
alarm clock off and go back to bed
after school was cancelled because

Man shot
whilefleaing
from police

Oberlinresident
diesin St. Francis

A 43-year-old Oberlin man died
in St. Francison Sunday night after
apoliceofficer’ sfirearmdischarged
while he was wrestling with the
man.

William Joseph Schwab died at
theCheyenneCounty Hospital from
what preliminary reports called an
accidental shooting.

On Monday, Cheyenne County
Attorney Kevin Berensissued a
statement. Init, thecounty attorney
said there had been an undercover
felonyinvestigationonMr. Schwab
by the police department in St.
Francis and the Kansas Bureau of
Investigation.

HesaidMr. Schwab attemptedto
avoidbeingarrested on Sunday and
ashefled, aSt. Francisofficer tack-
led him. Theofficer’ sgunwent off,
striking Mr. Schwab.

TheKBI wasinvestigating.

In Oberlin, Police Officer Troy
Haas said the police department
herehasbeenlookinginto someal-
legations involving Mr. Schwab,
but he couldn’t say much el se.

of theweather.

Snow startedtofall around 12:30
am. Tuesday and continuedintothe
early afternoon, dropping 2.4inches
by thetimethe stormwasdone.

School Superintendent Kelly
Glodt said that Transportation Di-
rector Brian Simonsson was out in
the wee hours of the morning tc
check the roads. Mr. Glodt said he
wasin Topekawith thetwo princi-
pals at ameeting. He said that Mr.
Simonsson called him and they de-

(See STORM S on Page5A)

Food drive
Ishalf way

The annual food drive at
Stanley Hardwareis just about
halfway to the goal of 2,000
items.

The drive will end on New
Year'sDay.




