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AT THE MEETING last Thursday night, Judge John and
DianneBremer listened to the presentation about the upcom-
ing school budget el ection. — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Principal juggles

gaff tofill

With one less teacher at the
Oberlin Elementary School, Princi-
pal Duane Dorshorst has come up
withacreativeway tohelpkidslearn
though there will be one section of
sixth-graders.

Mr. Dorshorst shared the plan
with the Oberlin School Board at
their meeting last Monday night.

When Cassandra Holdeman re-
signed as a fifth-grade teacher, he
said, they decided to move Jeri
Buchholzintothat positionbecause
the fifth-grade received a technol-
ogy grant and needed to have two
teachers. Theschool board decided
togowithonesixth-gradeteacher to
savemoney.

Mr. Dorshorst said they had two
options. The first was to bring
CynthiaM atson out of theremedial
programs and back to teaching
sixth-gradefull time. Mr. Dorshorst
said hedidn’tlikethat ideabecause
they would have to send federal
money back.

The other option isto move one
of the fourth-grade teachers into
sixthgradeandjust haveonesection
of fourth grade. Thereisanew pro-
gramfortechnology learninginthat
grade through agrant, so he didn’t
really likethat ideaeither.

Instead, said Mr. Dorshorst, he
came up with athird option which,

opening

athoughitisn'tideal, hastheleast
amount of impact.

Carol Dixson will be the sixth-
gradel eadteacher and handlemath,
science, socia studiesandasection
on computers.

Mrs. Matson will then teach two
sections of sixth-grade English,
whileSteveCullenwill teach sixth-
grade health.

The students will have band be-
forelunchinstead of after next year.
MissDixsonwill havestudy hall by
herself for al the sixth-graders.

Thesixth-graderswill havecom-
puters taught by Miss Dixson and
Mrs. Buchholz. Reading will be
taught by librarian Shanna Rich-
ards.

Thestudentswill still haveanac-
tivity periodincludingart, library or
enrichment.

All the teachers have been con-
tacted, said Mr. Dorshorst and said
they will all do what needs to be
done.

Thedownsidetoit, said Superin-
tendent Kelly Glodt, isthat theclass-
room time may take away from li-
brary, counselingandtitleservices.

When one of the teachersissick
or thereisafield trip in the fourth
grade, it may be hard to find a sub-
stitute for just afew sections, said
Mr. Dorshorst.

Atameeting lastMonday night, the
Oberlin School Board:

* Had a first reading of the home
schooling policy recommended by
the superintendent and decided to
have the policy review committee
look it over before adopting it. Story
on Page 5A.

* Approved several items, from

School roundup

handbooks to banks, to getthe school
year started. Story on Page 3A.

+ Heard the teaching assignments
at Oberlin Elementary School with
one less teacher. Story above.

+ Found out how the district ended
the year financially and how it will be
starting with less money than normal.
Story on Page 1A.

* Money runsshort
for school budget

(Continued from Page 1A)
about what the district can do with
the budget.

Themost positivething that hap-
pened thisyear, he said, isthat the
district didn’t haveto send back any
federal money. In most years, the
district hashad to send back part of
the money, but thisyear thedistrict
wasbetter organizedwiththosepro-
gramsand either spentall of it or got
bal anceslow enoughtocarryitover.

Mr. Glodt said preliminary counts
for thenew school year areshowing
a decrease of 20 students. The
counts show 238 in the high school
and 215 in the grade school .

At SappaValley Y outhRanch, he
said, the numbers have been up.
Thereisawaitinglist nowtogetin
because of the summer school pro-
gram. Hopefully, on thefirst count
day in mid September therewill be
35 to 36 kids so the district knows
the budget.

Mr. Glodt saidhethinksif Oberlin
can hold onto its programs longer
thantheneighboringdistricts, there
should be morekids coming here.

With the special election just
around the corner, he said, he has
beenbusy preparingforthat. Hesaid
he hasmadefliersand started to get
thosecirculated. Hehasalso had to
write avery difficult letter to the
teachersto let them know what is

going on.

The board discussed running a
full pageadin The Oberlin Herald.
They agreed to insert a handout
which talks about money and why
the additional 5 percent is needed
and run ahalf page ad in the paper.

Mr. Glodt said he knew of one
teacher who had written aletter to
theeditorinfavor of theincreaseand
said he had asked that otherswrite
a s0. Theboard memberssuggested
talkingwith peopleandaskingthem
towriteletters.

Board Member Barb Olson said
shehasacallinglistbutisn’t sureif
sheshouldcall her votersbeforethe
public meeting and invite them or
beforetheelectionandremindthem
to vote. She said people she has
talked with still think this election
hastodowithabondissue, whichit
doesn’t. Thisisjusttopayincreased
costsinthegeneral budget andkeep
thedistrict running, shesaid.

Board Member Kurt VVollertsen
asked how muchimpact asignature
pagein the paper would mean. Mr.
Glodt said he thought alot if they
could get anumber of signatures.

The board agreed that President
ChrisBailey andMr. Jacksonwould
attend the public meeting in Nor-
catur and Mrs. Olsonand Mr. Voll-
ertsen would attend a meeting in
Oberlin.

(Continued from Page 1A)
option budget will bring in just
$169,259, hesaid.

He said some people have asked
why, if thedistrictishaving money
problems, it can afford to keep fix-
ingupitsbuildingsandfacilitiesand
buy anew practicefield. Mr. Glodt
said things like building repairs,
new vehicles and the land are paid
for out of capital outlay fund. That
money cannot beused onsalariesor
fixed costsunder statelaw, hesaid.

The board was paying around
$3,000 a year to rent the practice
field out of the general fund, but
when they bought it, that money
could come out of capital outlay
fund, whichinturnsavesthegeneral
fund $3,000 ayear.

Mr. Glodt said that the state used
toincrease per pupil spending each
year by $50 but the L egislature cut
itby $7 last year and it will stay the
samefor next year.

He said that the district isnot re-
hiringasixth-gradeteacher thisyear
to save money and has made other
cutsalready.

Ray Bryan asked how much it
would cost to reverse the sixth-
grade situation and hire another
teacher. Thebaseteacher salary for
someone straight out of collegeis
around$32,000, Mr. Glodtsaid. He
said he hopes that position can be

brought back, but it’ shard to bring
things back oncethey get cut.

Mr. Glodt said two-thirds of the
staff ismaxed out onthesalary scale
at around $40,000, whichhesaidis
agood thing because it means the
district has experienced teachers.

Mr. Glodt said the board tries to
buy locally asmuch asthey can, but
thereare bid lawsthat they haveto
follow. If alocal businesscanmatch
or beat abid, hesaid, hewouldmuch
rather buy intown.

Is a5 percent increase enough,
one patron asked. Mr. Glodt said
probably not, but before he cuts
teachers, he will be back next year
asking for another increase.

Jeannie Unger, who teachesin
Atwood but lives here, asked why
thedistrictdidn’t ask for 25 percent,
whichisthe maximumthe state al-
lows.

Board Member Barb Olson said
theboard talked about that and hal f
of themembersfeltthey shouldonly
ask for what they needed. Sincethat
decisionwasmade, sheadded, some
costs have gone up. If she had
known then what she knows now,
shesaidshewould haveaskedfor 25
percent.

Mr. Glodt agreed the district
should have gonefor 25 percent.

“Every single staff member we
cut will have a negative effect on

what we produce,” hesaid.

What is the board doing about
home schooled kids and those that
leavethedistrict, askedMikeHelm,
arural mail carrier who livesin
Norcatur. Legally, Mr. Glodt said,
children can go out of district. The
system|oses$96,000 with students
going elsewhere, but the board is
looking at ahome schooling policy
now.

The board has sent aletter to all
thefamilieswhochoosetosendkids
out of district, said Mrs. Ol son, ask-
ing them to come look at Oberlin
schools. Someparentschoosetogo
elsewhere for family reasons, in-
cluding parentswhowork inanother
town, or tradition. Shesaid sheisnot
going to fight a family decision.
Kidscanget agreat education here,
andthedistricttriestodowhatisbest
for them.

If thelocal optionbudgetincrease
passes, asked Librarian Shanna
Richards, will asixth-gradeteacher
be hired? No, said Mr. Glodt. He
said evenwiththeincrease, thedis-
trict can’t hireasixth-gradeteacher
for next year.

DianneBremer askedif anything
will happentothegifted programif
theincreasedoesn’t pass. Mr. Glodt
saidthelast programthedistrict can
cut is special education, because
therearefederal rulesabout it.

Hesaid cutting activitieswoul d-
n't save much, because they are &
small pieceof thepie.

Where does the athletic money
raised at the door go? asked Brad
Larson. Mr. Glodt said money
rai sed by gatereceiptsstayswiththe
kids; it can't goto pay salaries.

How much doestheel ectioncost?
asked Dennis Richards. Mr. Glodt
saidthedistrict had already receiveo
abill for $2,800.

Mrs. Unger brought uptheideacof
adoor-to-door campaignto support
the increase. Mrs. Olson said the
board can’t do that.

Mrs. Unger saidthat other people
can. Shesaid it would be animpor-
tant part of education for kids tc
learn that the price of going out to
dinner two Saturdayscoul dfinance
theincrease.

Mr.Helmsaid heishavingaharo
time with the election because he
hasfivekidsand received a13 per-
cent decreasein pay when teachers
inthelast twoyearshavereceivede
5percentincrease. Teacher Rhonde
Barth said even with that raise, she
was taking home $20 less. The
teachers are not getting araisethis
year, sheadded, norisanyoneinthe
district.

Mr.Helmsaid hethinksthereare
alot morepeopleinthedistrict hurt-

ing.



