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AT THE SCOTTISH FESTIVAL inEstesPark, Clayton’sJacob L eichliter participated in the color guard.
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2NDLT.JACOBLEICHLITER

2NDLT.JACOBLEICHLITER saluted hisclassmatesand fellow offic-
ersafter hereceived hisdiploma.
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Man turns dream
Into reality as he
graduateswithring

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Aftertwoyearsof preparinghim-
self and four grueling
years of study and train-
ing, Jacob Leichliter of
Clayton has the bars of a
second lieutenant and a
classring to show that he
graduated from the U.S.
Air Force Academy.

Lt. Leichliter met with
the Oberlin Rotary Club
last Tuesday to show the
groupwhat hehasbeenuptoforthe
last four years.

He said it was a great feeling to
know that hehad atownbehindhim.
When things got tough at the acad-
emy, he remembered he was there
learning to keep people at home
safe.

Heopenedtheluncheon program
Tuesday at The Gateway with a
video called the “ Pursuit of Excel-
lence,” which showed theacademy
grounds, from dormstothefamous
chapel.

Lt. Leichliter sasidtheacademyis
agreat place. It put him through
someof thehardest timeshehashad
in hislife to date, though he joked
that heisnot yet married and hasn’t
raised any kids. The academy, he
said, taught him things he never
thought hewould learn.

Hesaid hestartedtheprocessthat
led him to the academy during his
junior year at Decatur Community
High School. Hesaidhehadtotake
an admissionstest and also had to
have a congressional nomination.
Although he met with Rep. Jerry
Moran, hedid not get anomination
from him. Asit turned out, though,
he received nominationsfrom both
Senators Pat Roberts and Sam
Brownback.

Even though he had the nomina-
tion, he said, he still hadn’t heard
whether or not hehad beenaccepted.
He received a Reserve Officers
Training Corps scholarship for the
Air Force and was ready to sign it
whentheacademy acceptancecame
in.

Thefirst year at theacademy, the
students are known as doolies and
aretaught how to be officers. Each
student is given a booked called
“Contrails,” hesaid, andit hastobe
memorizedthat firstyear. Ithassev-
era thingsinit, fromquotestomili-
tary protocol.

For the first three weeks, the
freshmen are in basic training,
which is three weeks in the dorms
learning how to be in the military.
Then they go to Jack’s Valley,
whichisontheacademy propertyin
thefoothillsnear Colorado Springs.

There, said Lt. Leichliter, the
doolieswerepushedtotheextremes
of their physical endurance. Hesaid
therewasacertainenergy and sense
of accomplishment at the end. Lt.
Leichliter saidhewasn’treadytogo
back tothehill wherethedormsare
tostart classesat theend of thethree
weeks.

After basicfreshmanyear started,
he said, the schedule each day was
for breakfasttostartat 6:50a.m. All
4,000 studentsatein 20 minutesto-

Lt. Leichliter

gether, then it was time to head off
to class, then formation, lunch and
more classes until 3:3C
p.m. Every day after class,
said Lt. Leichliter, they
had physical training.

Ashetalked, heshowed
dlidesof hisfellow cadets
inthedorm, inJack’ sVal-
ley and at different func-
tions.

Lt. Leichliter said he
spent four years with his
class, andthey arelikebrothersanc
sistersnow.

Afterthefirstyear, hesaid, train-
ing takes a spin, because by the se-
nior year he was one of the cadets
running the squadron.

The first semester of his senior
year, Lt. Leichliterwasamember of
the squadron staff asthehumanre-
lations officer. He said he was re-
sponsiblefor thesocia environment
andwastrained howtohelpout with
any crisis.

His second semester, he was &
flight commander directly respon-
sible for over 30 cadets, helping
themtodevel opintobetter officers.

The academic standards at the
academy areamazing, hesaid. The
biggest difference between the
academy andaregular universityis
that theteachersaretheretohel pthe
students, not for themselves.

Duringthelasttwoyears, hesaid,
he started to play rugby and thinks
he hasfound hispassion.

There were also religious ben-
efits, hesaid. Especially during ba-
sic training, people from Coloradc
Springs came in to make sure that
every religion wastaken care of .

“If it wasn’t for God,” said Lt.
Leichliter, “thereisnoway | would
have madeit through the academy,
ortoit.”

Now that graduation is over, he
wasback in Kansasto help out with
harvest and see his father, Dennis
Leichliter of Clayton. Before com-
inghome, hewentto Alaskafor two
weekstovisitwithhismother, Beth
Jones, and see as much of the state
aspossible. Hesaid hesister Stacey
isincollegeinRolla, Mo.

On Friday, he will leave for
VandenburgAir ForceBasein Cali-
fornia, wherehewill attend aseven
week school on spaceand missiles.
Part way through, he will make &
career decision. Lt. Leichliter saic
most likely hewill gointomissiles.

He said hewanted to fly, but Air
Force said no.

Thelieutenant said he owesfive
yearstotheAir Forceto pay for the
education he received at the acad-
emy. Hehasn' tdecidedif hewill just
stay for those five years or for an-
other 20 and make the Air Force
career.

Withadegreeinhistory, hesaid,
if he doesn't stay in the Air Force
until retirement, he has thought of
teaching.

Lt. Leichliter said he owes the
community abigthanksfor thesup-
port he has received. He said the
education he received in Oberlin
schools hel ped prepare him for the
classeshetook at the academy.

AFTER GRADUATION at the Air Force Academy onMay 28i nColorado Springs, 7 guatesthrew their si ntheair asthe ThunderbirdsPr
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ecision Flying Team flew overhead.



