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INBETWEEN PERFORMANCES, David Morris (above) triedtofinda goinginfront of ajudge. AllieMoore(bel ow) practiced onthetrum efore

songfor afellow student onthekeyboard so shecouldpracticesingingbefore taking alunch break.

Music fills air
at high school

The room was abuzz with students running in
and out, practicing their pieces on their flutes,
trombones and trumpets and singing.

Itwastheannual musicfestival at Decatur Com-
munity High School, and the hometown students
wereready.

With41entries, themusicianswerewel| repre-
sented, andthey received highmarksfor their per-
formances. Teacher Susan Nel son said seven stu-
dentsreceived Il ratingsandtherest received|’s,
the highest mark possible.

The students who received | ratings, she said,
will get to go to the State Music competition in
Concordiaon Saturday, April 26.

Afterthewinter break, shesaid studentsinchoir
and band sel ect sol o piecesthey want to perform
for the event. Vocal students do two solos, band
studentsone, and the choirsalso perform.

Once they’ ve picked a piece, students have
weekly lessonswith Mrs. Nelson or band teacher

Deanne Spanier.

TheKansasHigh School ActivitiesAssociation
and the Kansas Music Educators Association
sponsor theregional and state contests, said Mrs.
Nelson. Twenty schools from northwest Kansas
participate. The association providesjudges, but
the Oberlin teachers have to work out the sched-
ules, send them to the other schoolsand set up the
rooms. Itisapretty involved process, shesaid.

Theevent had alittleextraexcitement thisyear
whenthefiredarmwent off alittleafter lunch. Stu-
dentswhowereperformingstoppedinthemiddle
of songsand filed outsidewith familiesand other
students.

Police Chief WadeL ockhart said thealarm had
been pulled by accident and therewasnofire.

Mrs. Nel son said shewaspl eased with how wel|
the students performed. The Oberlin studentsal-
waysperformwell, shesaid, becausethey arewell
prepared.

NOTE CARD INHAND, Sarah Olson (left) gaveher song
to David Morris so he could find it on the keyboard. Brent
Smith, (above) waitedfor thenodto beginbeforesinginghis
two solosin thevocal room.
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