al ove theworld

Randall L. McHugh

Randall L. McHugh joined the U.S. Army
National Guard on Jan. 1,
1980, when hewas 17.

He took basic training at
Fort Knox, Ky., asan armor
crewman on the M60 tank,
then was assigned to the
635th Armor Battalion Kan-
sas National Guard upon ;
completionof basictraining. _ |

Hisunitwasat Manhattan R. McH ugh
and in 1986 he was trans-
ferredto DeltaCompany 635thin Junction City
asagunner ontheM60tank. In 1987 hewaspro-
moted to tank commander on the M60 tank. A
few months later, he was promoted to platoon
sergeant, 2nd Platoon DeltaCompany.

His battalion was the first National Guard
Battalion to fire on the new range at Fort Riley
inthe M60 A3 tank.

In 1990, he transferred to the 891st Combat
Engineering Unitin southeast Kansaswherehe
operated heavy equipment and learned demoli-
tions. In 1994 he transferred back to Armor in
Lexington, Neb., and shortly after the unit got
theM1A1 Abramstank.

He went on to tank commanders school for
the M1 tank, and eventually transferred to his
current unit, the 195th Armour Battalion, in
M cCook, whichwastransitionedtoaTranspor-
tation Unit.

Theunit haslight, medium and heavy trucks
capable of hauling anything, including the M1
tank.

HeisontheNebraskaNationa Guard marks-
manship team and has competed inrifle, pistol
and sniper riflecompetitionall overtheU.S. and
in Puerto Rico. He competed in the National
Championships three times at Camp Perry,
Ohio.

The Nebraska marksmanship team has won
national championships in Camp Robinson,
Ark., and other awards. He has an “Expert in
Competition” medal inrifleand pistol.

After September 11, 2001, hespent almost six
monthsin Nebraskaon airport security duty. In
November, 2002, hewent to Fort Riley totrain
35thInfantry Divisionsoldiersfor their deploy-
ment to Bosnia.

InJanuary hewent withthe35thto Hohenfels,
Germany, inasupport roleand transported sol -
diers and was in charge of over 100 vehicles.
Duty ended on March 15 when the last of the
35th Infantry left for Bosnia.

At thistime, the 735th Mission Support Bat-
talion Unit out of M cCook isassignedtoanother
unit. Many of thesoldiersfromthisunit aretrain-
ing or have already been deployed overseas.

Theremaining soldiersinthe unit have been
assignedtoafire-fightingunitandwill undergo
training assuch.

McHughastaff sergeant hopestogotoschool
thisyear to be promoted to sergeant first class.

Hehasservedinthemilitary for 23 yearsand
has spent alot of timeon activeduty.

Heand hiswife, theformer Kristin Richards,
havethreechildren, Jordan, Tyler and Conner.

He is undersheriff for Decatur County and
they livein Oberlin.

TRAINER NATHAN LAMBERT
stopsfor asecond outsidethetruck. Staff
Sergeant Lambert trains others for the
United StatesAir ForceMilitary Police.
Hisstory ison Page 6T

MariePlottsM cCobb

Sgt. Marie (Plotts) Mc- r'
1 o .

Cobb, lives in Colorado
Springs with her husband,
Scott, and three children
Justus, 9; Dallas, 4, and
Skylor, 10 months.

A 1992 graduate of
Decatur Community High
School, sheisthedaughter of
Gene Plotts, rural Oberlin,
and Carolyn Hackney,
Ludell.

M. McCobb

ShehasbeenintheU.S. Army Reservessince

her high school graduation, with the exception
of two years, then she re-enlisted. She was
scheduledtobedischargedin February, but was
called to activeduty on Dec. 27, for the second
time.

Shespent el ght monthsin Germany duringthe
Bosniaconflictwhenher oldest sonwas2years
old. He stayed with his grandmother Carolyn
part of that time.

Sgt. McCabbisserving at Camp Commando

near Kuwait City withthe172ndMedical Corps. |

Her company isin the process of setting up
equipment.
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“One Nation Under God”

Warren C. Bainter, CPA, Chartered

Certified Public Accountant
122 East Commercial, P.O. Box 128
Oberlin, KS 67749 — 785-475-3056 Office
785-475-3703 Home
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S Now isthe
— time to

install a
new unit.

TEMPSTA X

Heating and Cooling Products

e
Whirlpool

R&M

Service Center
150 S. Penn—Oberlin—(785) 475-2177

UWe proadly sapport our traspe

DECATUR COUNTY FARM BUREAU ASSN.

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE SERVICE
122 E. Commercial
Oberlin, KS
(785) 4'75-2238

We will give away

free flag buttons to the

«i first 20 customerswho
' comein.
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gratefully salutesthose who
proudly serve our county.
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