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Did the Prince of Peace ever pick afight?

BY KIRK KASSON

ALMENA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
| don'tliketo makeenemies. | prefer friends. Asakid| was
alwaysone of thelast kidsto get in afight. Infact | can just

about name every
fight | got into as a
kid.

I’ve always been
more of a diplomat,
wanting to help ev-
eryoneelseget along
with each other.

While preparing
my Christmas mes-
sagesthispast month,
| ranacrossapassage
of Scripture, which
startled me.

Luke 2.33-35.The
child’'s father and
mother marveled at
what was said about
him. Then Simeon
blessedthemandsaid
to Mary, his mother:

Gentilesandfor glory toyour peoplelsrael.” and called “the

Son of theMost High”.

fall.

“In the depths
of winter I

finally learned
there
was in me an
invincible
summer.”

Albert Camus

“This child is des-
tinedto causethefall-
ingandrisingof many
inlsrael, and to be a
sign that will be spo-
ken against, so that
the thoughts of many
hearts will be re-
vealed. And a sword
will pierce your own
soul too.”

Mary and Joseph
had gotten used to
hearing good news
about their son. He
wouldbeasavior, one

ow often the challenges of life teach us how strong we
really are. Of course, winter with its unique challenges is
merely symbolic of surviving the tough times. A
relationship ended, financial losses...any difficulty we
overcome increases our confidence in ourselves.
Yet, in order to be truly strong in every situation, we must
have an equally strong faith in our Heavenly Father. Our Lord
proclaimed, “if you have faith and never doubt...if you say to
this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will be
done. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you
have faith.” (Matthew 21:21-22)
Do you want to feel invincible? Worship God this week
and learn of His love for you. The more you come to know
Him, the more confident you will be. With God beside you, it
will be summer all year around.

But then they learned that their son would cause many to

Doesthis change your image of Jesus? When did he ever

cause anyoneto fall?
Look back at the rest
of Simeon’s proph-
ecy. It says, “the
thoughts of many
hearts will be re-
vealed.”
Jesusdidalottore-
veal the hearts of the
people he came into
contact with. We
learned about the
hearts of the Phari-
sees, the heart of the
rich young ruler, and
the heart of Judas.
You see, everyone
has a choice regard-
ing what to do with
Jesus. He forces you
to choose for or
against him; thereis
no middle ground.
Jesus is the Prince
of Peace, because he
makes peace pos-
sible, but he never
forces peopletojoin
him in peace. He al-
lowspeopletochoose
violence, and to
choose to reject him.
Many have, and many
continueto.
| pray that you have
made Jesusyour sav-
ior, and let him bring

who saved people | SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY | peaceinto your life.
from their sins. He Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Do not choose de-
9:1-7 11:1-16 12:1-6 35:1-10 52:1-12 60:1-22 62:1-12

would alsobe“alight
for revelation to the
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struction, but choose
the way of life and
light.
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Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing « Dozer Work ¢ Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Bridges Group LLP
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Wesco Enterprises Inc.
Transportation Specialists
Flats & Vans Covering 48 States
Route 1, Norton - 877-5891
1-800-552-8119

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Norton Dairy Queen Brazier
Dinners - Burgers - Desserts
Hwy. 36 West * Norton, Kan.
785-877-2571

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Northwest Diesel Repair
Bruce Chambersand Tim Graham
E. Hwy. 36 - Norton, Kan.
785-877-2102

Farm Bureau Insurance
David L. Browne 111
Agency Manager
205 N. Kansas - Norton , Kan.
785-877-3221

Mortensen Computer Services
Repair * Train * Help * Consult
418 1/2 E. Holme * 874-4844
Call or e-mail for a FREE estimate

Shawn Mortensen, Owner
http://www.mortensencomputerservices.com
mortensen@ruraltel.net

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat.9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme « 874-4974

Norton New, Used

and Vintage Furniture
“Your Hometown Furniture Store”
Just off KQNK Road East
877-2818 ¢ Gary Lockhart, Owner

Town & Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet & Evening Specials
Party & Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.
Cindy McMullen, Owner & Staff
Hwy 36 E. « 877-3511 « Norton

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Countryside Veterinary Clinic

of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.

801 W. Holme ¢ Norton « 877-2411
Oberlin 785-475-3808 « 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M.  Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.
Sarah Ketterl-White, D.V.M.

Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

PRAIRIE VIEW

By VIVIAN JANSONIUS

Tom and Marcia Heersink of
ColoradowereThanksgivingdin-
ner guests at the home of her
mother, Clazine Engleman.

TheGleaner’sCircleof thePrai-
rie View Reformed Church met
Dec. 4 at the home of LindaVan
Der Weele. DarlineBrown, chair-
man, called the meeting to order
withreading” Christmas’. Vivian
Jansonius, secretary, calledtheroll
with eight members present.
Members drew secret pals for
2004. Darline Brown, Goldie
Barker and Mrs. Jansonius gave
the program, “Trip To
Bethlehem”. Mrs. Van Der Weele
closed the program with aprayer.
Members exchanged gifts with
their secret palsfromthisyear and
shared lunch.

Burdett LeydigwenttoKearney
Friday to visit at the home of his
daughter, Tammy and Gene
Tillotson, Sydney and Collin.

Larry and Joy Feris and Rick
Willamson, Gardner, came Tues-
day tovisitatthehomeof Samand
Donna Stuteville and also to go
hunting.

ThelLonePrairie4-H Club met
Dec. 7 inthe Prairie View Senior
Citizen/Community Center with
13 members, seven leaders and
three parents attending. Roll call
was “Your Favorite Reindeer”.
Acting President Shaley Van
L oenen conducted the meeting
with Shyanne Thompson leading
theflag saluteand SamanthaTien
leading the 4-H pledge. A “thank
you” notefrom Clarenceand Bette
TienwasreadandAaronTienwas
installed as a new member. The
clubvotedtodonateawresathtothe
Prairie View Community Center.
Itwasreported that Club Day will
beMarch 19andtheCarnival will
beMarch 20. Theclubwill havea
food stand at thegun show on Feb.
21 and 22. MichaelaGirard gave
aproject talk and Caley Greving
gaveatalk on how “Rudolph, the
Red-Nosed Reindeer” became a
song.A giftexchangewasheldand
leaders served refreshments pro-
vided by the club.

Members of the Prairie Home-
makers Family Community and
Education Unit met on Dec. 8.
They went to Logan where they
met at Carol Louise's for supper
and a gift exchange. Hostesses
were Wanda Schemper, Belinda
Thalheim, Pat Hammond and
Judy Van Der Veen. After ex-
changing secret pal gifts and re-
vealing their identities, members
drew namesfor 2004. AnissaK ats
distributed the 2003 schedule.
Others attending were Lavon
Kats, SaraNel son, Beth Ponstein,
Gloria DeWitt, Diana Greving,
Linda Hultgren, Belva Leydig,
Bev Schemper, Julia Schemper
and Vivian Jansonius.

Harlan Van Der Wege and
Vivian Jansonius went to Hays

Dec. 11 for shopping. They met
Jerol and Jennifer DeBoer, Kelsee
and Taylor, Mark and LisaGrieve
and Megan and Heath and Lori
Bogart, Kali andAlex, al of Hays.
Kaiden Grieve was absent as he
was playing basketball. Whilein
Hays, Mrs. Jansonius went to &
High Plains Mental Health meet-
ing.

Stanley and DonnaK atswent to
Denver Friday tovisit at thehome
of Phyllis and Darrell Delimont.
They returned home Sunday.

Burdett and Belval eydig spent
Sunday inKearney at thehomeof
their family, Gene and Tammy
Tillotson, Sydney and Colin and
Mike and Lisa Leydig, Courtney
and Megan.

The Sunshine City Library has
placed several audio-books on
their shelvesthat were purchased
with money from the ice cream
social. Anaudio-book, “ TheL orc
is My Shepherd,” by Robert
Waller was given in memory of
Audrey Kats. A compact disk,
“Temptation,” by Jude Deveraux
was also donated.

Members of the Prairie View
Reformed Church went to L ogan
onDec. 16tosing carolsat Logan
Manor and the Assisted Living
Center. They were Norman anc
RoseEricksonand Bart and Erme
Soodsma, Phillipsburg; Melvin
Breathoouwer, Long I sland; Rev.
Jeffrey Van Der Weele, Vivian
Jansonius, Deb Thompson anc
Shyanne, Bill and DianaGreving,
Colby Greving, Caley, Christen,
Coltonand Camryn, PrairieView.

John Hoffman, Logan; Phyllis
Merklein, Marvin and June
Harbers, Burdett and Belve
Leydig, Gerald and June Van
Loenen, Sam and Donng
Stuteville, Richard and Grace
Roeder, Julianna L asniewski,
Goldie Barker, Faith Van Diest,
Linda Hultgren, Darline Brown,
Hazel Jansonius, Rodney
Jansonius, the Rev. Jeffrey Van
Der Weele, Vivian Jansonius,
ClazineEngelsman, FredaRupke,
GertrudeEricksonand ErmaJean
Nyland attended acarry-indinner
on Dec. 17 at noon at the Prairie
View Senior Citizen/Community
Center.

Jamieand KimDurbinand K aty
of Orleans, Neb., Samand Donne
Stuteville, and David Fish anc
daughters, Arlie and Clorisa of
PrairieView | eft Friday to Eastern
Kansas to visit relatives and
friends for Christmas, especially
Margaret Stuteville of Stilwell,
Larry and Joy Ferisof Gardner.

College students home for the
holidaysinclude: PriscillaVanDer
Weele from Orange City, lowa;
Kassy DeWitt, of Sioux City,
lowa; Jasonand Crystal DeWitt of
Hays; Jessica Thompson of
Minden, Neb.; and Beau Van
L oenen of Manhattan.

LYLENEWS

By HELEN HELM

TheStar Valley 4-H Clubmet at
the Lyle Community Building
Sunday afternoon for their De-
cember meeting. A Christmasgrab
bag was held and a soup supper
followed. Among theguestswere
Bob and Anita Montgomery,
Kathy Van Meter and Helen and
JohnHelm. Christmascarolswere
sung led by the 4-H membersand
theirleadersbeforethecl oseof the
evening.

Sympathy isextended fromthe
community to the family of Joe
Schwab who died Sunday night.
Joegrew up hereand continuedto
be part of the Lyle Community.
His services were held Thursday
with burial at the Oberlin cem-
etery. TheLyle United Methodist
Womenfurnishedlunchfollowing
theservicesfor family andfriends.
Helping were Margaret Magers,
Kathy VanMeter, Yvonne Sumner
and Joyce and Virgil Price, as-
sisted by L aureneVan Otterl oo of
Oberlin.

Kathy Van Meter and Margaret
Magers visited Van Cozad Tues-
day evening at the Beaver City
Nursing Home. A resident of As-
sisted Living, Blanche Feusner,
joined themfor cards.

VisitorsWednesday at thehome
of Margaret Magers were Verle
Cook, Elden Huff and Helen and
John Helm.

June Jolly and Karen Brown
playedcardsattheEagles Clubin
McCook Monday evening. On
Wednesday afternoon Mrs. Jolly

filledinfor thebowling team and
attended cards and Bingo that
morning. She was in Norton for
“Party Pitch” Sunday evening.

A chance meeting for Wednes-
day dinner at the Fencepost Cafe’
in Lebanon was enjoyed by Bob
and Marie Daffer, Dean Jolly anc
John and Helen Helm.

Margaret Magers and Kathy
VanMeter visited Marguerite Ful-
lerton at the Good Samaritan
Homein Oberlin on Thursday.

JmHelm, Danbury, Neb., took
his parents to McCook Thursday
toenablethemtodosomeerrands.

Mrs. Ceanne Rinehart, Colby,
wasan overnight guest of her par-
ents Thursday evening and | eft
Friday morningto meet her sister,
Kathy Brashears, Curtis, Neb., for
atrip to Lincoln where Laurie
Helm, St. Joseph, Mo., joined
them. The girls attended a week-
endretreat at Waverly, Neb., led by
Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz,
Bishop of the Lincoln diocese.

This correspondent would like
to usethisopportunity towish all
avery Merry Christmas, a happy
New year and most especially
“Peace on Earth.”

SPIRAL
STAIRCASES

Custom Built to Order
Complete with Beautiful Wood Railing

785-689-4341

Goddard
Manufacturing

Located at Logan, KS




