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Norton, Kansas
Home of Jay Shelton

Chamber to hold
Christmas dinner

The Norton Area Chamber of
Commerce will host its Annual
Christmas Dinner at noon on
Thursday, Dec. 25, at the United
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall.

The dinner is for anyone who
cannot be with other loved ones
on Christmas Day. A full holiday
menu of turkey with dressing,
potatoes and gravy, vegetables,
and rolls and butter will be pro-
vided. Those attending are asked
to bring a salad or dessert to
complete the feast. There is no
charge for the dinner, but dona-
tions will be accepted.

Volunteers are needed to help
with the meal preparation, serving
and clean-up.

Anyone interested in helping
should contact Karla Reed at the
Norton Area Chamber of Com-
merce Office at 877-2501.

Clubs can get
presentations

Clubs and organizations in
northwest Kansas who are in need
of a presentation for their upcom-
ing meetings can contact Devel-
opmental Services of Northwest
Kansas.

The agency has a speakers
bureau that would be available to
make a presentation to your club.

Developmental Services of
Northwest Kansas is a private, not-
for-profit organization that has
been serving people with disabili-
ties for over 35 years, providing a
wide range of services to both
children and adults in the 18
northwest Kansas counties.

If you are interested in a presen-
tation, contact Steve Keil at (785)
625-5678.

Forecast:

Tonight — Mostly clear with lows in
the mid 20s. Saturday — Mostly sunny
with highs in the lower 60s. Southwest
winds 5 to 15 mph. Saturday Night —
Partly cloudy with lows in the upper
20s. West winds 10 to 15 mph. Sunday
— Mostly cloudy and cooler with highs
in the lower 50s. Sunday Night and
Monday — Mostly cloudy with a 30
percent chance of snow. Breezy and
cooler with highs in the upper 30s.
Lows in the upper 20s.

Howell report:

Tuesday .....ccoceeveverennen. High 46, Low 29
Wednesday .................. High 57, Low 29
Thursday .........ccovevenee. High 49, Low 22
Week ago .......cocvevnee High 27, Low 24
Monthago ........c......... High 57, Low 38
Yearago .......ceevevenen, High 54, Low 23

December precipitation .......... .50 inches

Year-to-date precipitation ... 19.33 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

O Father God, keep us ever mindful
of Your will. Thank you for giving us the
greatest gift of all, Your Son, Jesus. Help
us to follow Him in the New Year. In His
holy name, we pray. Amen

$2,000 giveaway set for Saturday

Someone is going to go home $1,500
richer and another person will win $500
inTheNorton Telegramand Norton mer-
chants Christmas on Us contest.

The contest, whichisdesigned to give
peoplean extraincentivetoshopat home,
has been ahuge success, Telegram Pub-
lisher CynthiaHaynessaid.

“We started out with this cute Christ-
mas-paper covered box about afootto 18-
inchessquare. Itwasfilled and overflow-
ing halfway through thefirst week,” she
said.

Sheriff works
to patch up
dispatch spat

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Sheriff Troy Thomson told Norton
County commissioners that he hoped to
haveacontract withtheCity of Nortonby
the end of January for dispatch services.

Sheriff Thomson said that he had met
withthecity financecommitteeand gone
over hisfigures on how much it coststo
runtheservice.

It isnot in either the county’s or the
city’ sbestinterest, hesaid, for thecity to
try tofind other meansof communication.
However, a new contract needs to be
agreed upon.

The sheriff sent the city aletter earlier
inthemonth notifyingit that hewould no
longer provide dispatch servicestoit af-
ter next year. Thishesaid wasabargain-
ing move to get things moving so anew
contract could be signed.

City council members understood the
problem of raising expenses and wages,
hesaid, however, thecommitteemembers
had aproblemwiththecounty insurance,
which is much better than what the city
offersitsemployees.

The city finance committee asked the
sheriff to draw up a new contract and
present it to them, hesaid.

Sheriff Thomson said that he took the
contract, whichthecity and county agreed
toin 1998, and rewrote it to say that the
city would pay 40 percent and the county
60 percent of the cost of the dispatch ser-
vice.

Inthe 1998 contract therewasa$44,000
cap on what the city had to pay.

Last year thecity paid over $60,000for
dispatch servicesbut thisyear it stopped
paying after it had met the $44,000. That
is when the sheriff sent the council the
contract dissolution | etter.

In the new contract, the sheriff said,
thereis no cap. Each party needs to pay
itsshare of the costs.

The sheriff said he understood the
council’ s problem with dispatch.

“They’reinthesamepositionwe' rein,”
hesaid. " They’ retryingto save money.”

He pointed out that the city’s cost for
dispatch servicesisabout what it would
cost for two full-time employees with
benefits.

In other business, the commission:

* Received a visit from Burnidean
Horning. Shetoldthecommissionersthat
avisitingdoctor congratul ated the county
onitsairport. The doctor was especially
impressed by the long runway and said
that he has noticed that hospitalsthat fail
did not haveagood airport.

» Heard from Road and Bridge Super-

(Continued on Page 5)

There 1s still

For al of you last minute mailers out
there, thereisstill timeto get your pack-
agesand|ettersout butitmight cost alittle
more.

NortonPostmaster JaNan O’ Briensaid
that therewasstill plenty of time. Shesaid
for parcels, customers wanting to send
priority packages should get their boxes
to the post office by Monday for east or
west coast mailings and by Tuesday for
Kansasor Nebraskamailings.

Priority costs $3.85 for thefirst pound
and then the cost varies by weight and
destination.

Expressmail should beabletoreacha

“So, wewent down to one of the hard-
warestore, whichisasponsor, and bought
atrash barrel — abig trash barrel. After
four weeksthat barrel is nearly full. We
keep digging down into it and stirring it
up. It'squiteasight to seeoneof usupto
our chininredticketstryingtoactlikean
egg beater invery thick batter.

“WEe' regoingtocount thoseticketsnext
week and, | bet, we have more than
50,000. If that’s true, since most of the
tickets represent $10 spent in Norton, it
would mean one-half million dollarsto

our merchants. That’s areal shot in the
arm for the economy.”

TheTelegram hasborrowed aflat-bed
trailer andasound systemfrom M cEwen
Auction. At 2p.m. Saturday thestaff will
be up on thetrailer with the big barrel of
ticketsready to give away $2,000.

Firsta$500winner will bechosen, then
the grand prize of $1,500 will be given
away tosomeoneinthecrowd. Thestreet
between Moffet Drug and Russ Jewelry
will beblocked off tomakeaplacefor the
peopleto stand.

You, or at least your ticket, has to be
present towin. Ticketswill bedrawn un-
til someone has the ticket with a match-
ing number.

“Itreally doesn’ttakeall that long, usu-
aly,” said Mrs. Haynes, who has partici-
pated in Christmas On Us drawingsin
other towns.“ Weawaysgivefolksafew
minutesto check their ticketsand then if
no one has the right number we draw
again.

“Thisyear we are hoping to get Santz

(Continued on Page 5)
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Youngsters
make houses
with food, fun

Wyatt Harding and his mother
Mindy (above) were all con-
centration asthey constructed
a gingerbread house during
the annual activity for first
gradersat Eisenhower Elemen-
tary School. The “ginger-
bread” squareswere really gra-
ham crackers “glued” with
frosting to an empty milk car-
ton. Mindy Unterseher,
Norton, (right) gave a hand as
her son Kobie very carefully
“glued” additional trim on his

house.
—Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts

time to mail that package or card

destinationin 24 hours, butinsomecases
will take an extraday.

Express mail costs $13.65 for up to
eight ouncesand then varies.

The post office, however, hasflat rate
envel opesfor boththat canbesent for the
minimum amounts.

L etters being sent to the east or west
coast usingtheregular mail shouldbesent
out on Monday also, while area mail
should be sent by Tuesday.

Mrs. O’ Brien said thenumber of pack-
ages and letters being sent out is higher
thannormal, butit’ stypical fortheChrist-
mas season.

She said the heaviest mailing day was
Monday with around 1 billion packages
and letters being sent to approximately
140 million families and businesses
acrossthe country. She said Wednesday
wasthe heaviest delivery day.

She said peoplein this area have been
really good about mailing with plenty of
timeto spare. Shethinksthat the people
herereally wanttheir familiesandfriends
toget their packagesontimeand the post
office appreciatesit. They also appreci-
ateall of thebusiness.

Mrs. O'Brien said they were going to
try hard to make sure people get their

packages on Dec. 23 and 24. She said if
no oneishometo pick it up, themail car-
rierswill makeasecond attempt at deliv-
ery.

The Norton Post Office offered three
different types of Christmas stamps this
year — Snowmen, the Madonna, anc
Merry Music Makers— and all but one
havesold out, shesaid. TheMerry Music
Makersareall that remain.

The post office will be open regular
hours on Christmas Eve and Friday, but
will be closed on Christmas Day and on
New Y earsDay.



$2,000
giveway
Saturcay

(Continued from Page 1)

Claustodoourdrawing. If heisn't
available, however, we'll get chil-
dren to come up with the lucky
numbers.”

The Tele-
gram has al-
ready given
away $500 in
thecontest. Ten
people each re-
ceived $50 dur-
ing the four
weeks of the
contest. The
winners
checked num-
bersinadsinthe
specia Christ-
mas On Ussec-
tion printed in
The Telegram
each week for
four weeks.
Scattered
throughout the
section in the
ads were num-
bers drawn
from the big
black barrel.

Thisweekthe
last four win-
ners brought in
their tickets.

June Kline
got her ticket at
Walter Motor. The number was
hiding in the ad for Don’s Floor
Covering.

RevaBeniengot herticket from
The Telegram. She found it the
Dairy Queen ad.

Becky Ables got her winning
ticket and several others from
Norton Sheet Metal when she
bought anew furnaceandair con-
ditioningunit. Shesaid shewished
shecould say shewould bespend-
ing it on something poetic but she
was just heading for the grocery
store. She found that winning
numberinanadfor Norton County
Cooperative Association.

Cindy Penner got her ticket at
Moffet Drug. Shefound her lucky
number in the Norton Homestore
ad.

“1 have no idea, but there are
plenty of ways to spend it,” she
said. “It might helpfix thetruck.”

All the money — $2,500 —
givenaway intheChristmasonUs
contestisinscripand must beused
at aparticipating businessto pur-
chase merchandise or services.

See you on Saturday and good
luck.

C. Penner

Friday,December 19, 2003
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A veteran of thewar in Iraq
wasin Norton afew weeksago
tovisithisgrandmother, uncles,
auntsand cousins.

Sgt. Jonathan Skrdlant is an
army reservist attached to the
32nd Detachment of the 450th
MCT of the89th Regional Sup-
port Group. He went on active
duty Feb. 12, 2003, and wasde-
ployed in support of operation
Iragi Freedomon April 12.

While deployed he has been
based in Bagdad, Tahlil and
Kuwait, and isnow at Navistar
on the border between Kuwait
andlrag. Sgt. Skrdlantisrespon-
siblefor movement control.

Sgt. Skrdlant was granted
leavefromNov. 21 thruDec. 7.
He flew from Kuwait to
Amsterdam to Detroit to Balti-
more to Denver, atrip which
took about 39 hours.

On Nov. 26, Sgt. Skrdlant
drove to Norton to see his ex-
tended family. Participating in
thiscelebrationwere hisgrand-
mother, Vivian Skrdlant; uncles
and aunts, Walter and Elaine
Skrdlant; Darrell and Kathie
Skrdlant; Roy and Jean

U.S. soldier visits
his Norton relatives

Skrdlant; cousin Dan Skrdlant,
wifeSueAnnandtheir daughter
Katelyn.

Followingaday spentvisiting
and sharing experiences Sgt.
Skrdlant continued on to Man-
hattan, where his parents, Gary
and Wendy Skrdlant, live.

Christmaswassharedwithhis
mother’ ssideof thefamily while
he was home. During Sgt.
Skrdlant’ s time at home he an-
nounced his engagement to
Michelle Whitney of Denver.

On Dec. 1, he visited the
schools in Kansas City, Kan.,
wherehissister, Olivia, teaches
art education to first, sixth, sev-
enth and eighth graders. Hemet
eachof her classesandanswered
questionsabout hislifeinKuwait
andlragaspart of theU.S. armed
forces.

Hereturnedto Denver onDec.
2, where he stayed until Dec. 6
whenheboardedthereturnflight
to Kuwait.

Hisprojected dateto returnto
civilianstatusisJune. Hesaidhe
appreciated the support of fam-
ily, friends and church during
thistime.

*

Vivan Skrdlant and grandson Sgt. Jonathan Skrdlant

Butler County takes

By DICK BOYD

For thefourthtimeintheir his-
tory, the Butler County Commu-
nity College Grizzlies are the
championsof thecommunity col-
legefootball world.

TheGrizzlies, whofinishedthe
2003 season with a 12-0 record,
overcame several turnovers and
cameup bigondefenseinthesec-
ond half to beat the Dixie State
CollegeRebels14-100n Saturday
in the Dixie Rotary Bowl in St.
George, Utah. Thebowl wasoffi-
cialy sanctionedby theNJCAA as
thenational championship game.

All-AmericanJosephHarrisran
for 143 yards and quarterback
Chad Wilmott ran for the game-
winning score.

Davidlronsadded asafety with
6:02 left for the Grizzlies, who
heldtheRebel s(10-2) to 140yards
of offense.

Wilmott engineered the game-
winningdriveandfinisheditwith
atwo yard touchdown run with
6:49 left inthethird quarter.

After the Rebels recovered a
fumble at the Butler 20 yard line
in the first quarter, Cal Boehm
kickeda22-yardfieldgoal togive
Dixie State the early lead. In the

County crews working
on roads, equipment

(Continued from Page 1)
visor Tom Brannan that his crew
was plowing roads last week and
repairing equipment. He said that
he had checked on the road that
Lenorabusdriver Ernest Longhad
requested gravel for. The county
had planned to rebuild that road
last year but it was too dry, Mr.
Brannan said. His crews will put
down gravel for now.

 Receivedareport from county
Extension Agent KeithVVanSkike
on what he and multi-county ex-
tension agents Brian Olson and
Tranda Watts have been doing
over thelast quarter.

« Discussed the purchase of a
used Mack truck with Mr.
Brannan. Theroad and bridge de-
partment has been looking for a
good used semi truck for several
months.

e Talked to Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator Alvin
M apesabout reschedulingameet-
ingtodeal withthestatemandated
Mitigation 20/20 preparedness
plan. A December meeting was
cancel ed when the consultant for
theproject becameill. Mr. Mapes
said he would like to schedule a
meetingfor thefirst week of Janu-
ary probably Wednesday, Jan. 7,
at 7:30 p.m.

« Learned that the 25 questions
from the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment on the
proposed new landfill have been
answered andtheinformation sent
tothestate. Solid Waste Supervi-
sor Curt Archibald said that the

county will probably have to put
in another monitoring well.

» Asked County Attorney Doug
Sebeliustodraw upasimplereso-
lution to move money from the
capital outlay fund to the general
fund for the health department.
The department has run out of
money even though it still has
enough in its budget. However,
becausestateandfederal moneyto
pay for service has been slow to
arrive, thedepartment needsacash
infusion, whichitcanreturnwhen
the paymentshave comethrough.

*Heardfrom Emergency Medi-
cal Technician Andy Neilsenthat
he needs help during the day. He
isgetting helpfromseveral people
but volunteers are still needed to
man the ambulances as techni-
ciansand first responders.

*Mr. Neilsenasked about hiring
anemergency medical technician,
who canalsohelpwiththehilling.
The commissioners said they
wouldhavetoadvertisebeforeany
hiring.

* Held a 15-minute closed ses-
sion to discuss possiblelitigation
resulting from an accident at the
landfill.

* Were told that three inmates
helpedpaintthejail.” They wanted
something to do,” Sheriff
Thomson said.

The Norton Telegram...
News you need!

second quarter, Brandon Sanchez
recovered another fumbleandre-
turnedit 32yardsfor DixieState's
only touchdown and a10-0 lead.

Reggie Smith’ s63yardkickoff
returnafter Sanchez’ stouchdown
gave the Grizzlies the ball at the
Rebel 25yardline, settingupaone
yard touchdown run by Norton
freshman Terry Petrie.

Butler kicker Colt Cody missed
the extrapoint, then missed again
after Wilmott’ stouchdowninthe
third quarter put the Grizzlies up

championship title

12-10. But, Irons got the points
back when hetackled Dixie State
punter JakeHendy intheendzone.

The MVP of the game for But-
ler wasWilmott, whothrewfor 78
yardson 9 of 21 passing.

“WEe refortunateto comeout of
here with awin. It was atough
game,” said Butler head coach
Troy Morrell. “1 givecredit toour
players. They’'re the ones who
hungintherethroughall theadver-
sity that they faced all year long.
Wefaceditagaintoday andfound

away to come out of that locker
room (inthesecond half) andlook
likeadifferent team.”

The meeting marked thefourth
between the teams in the Dixie
Rotary Bowl and the third in the
past five years. It was the second
meetingwiththenational champi-
onshipontheline.

Butler captureditsthirdnational
championship in 1999 with a49-
35 victory over the Rebels. The
two teamsal so met intheinaugu-
ral Dixie Rotary Bowl in 1986.

Nurse
named
In award

Former Nortonregisterednurse,
RitaBarker hasbeennamedasone
of 10 winners of the prestigious
Heart of Healthcarepresented an-
nualy by the University of Kan-
sas School of Nursing.

She was selected from more
than 350 nominees.

Established asapublic service
by the University of Kansasin
1989, the award annually recog-
nizes outstanding registered
nurses. Nominationsare accepted
from patients, colleagues, super-
visors, familiesand friends.

Inanarticleprinted inthe Nov.
10 issue of Kansas City Nursing
News Ms. Barker was described
as a strong nursing leader, con-
stantly raising the bar of quality
careat HaysMedical Center.

“Ritaisanincrediblerisk taker
thatinspiresustoraisethequality
of care,” acolleague said.

Ms. Barker devel opedthe” Pro-
fessional Nurse Development
Program” at HaysMedical Center.
Theprogramallowsfor continued
growth and development of the
professional nurse.

“She understands that profes-
sional nurses require advancec
scientificclinical preparation. For
patient care technicians and li-
censed practical nurses at Hays
Medical Center, Ms. Barker
implemented programs to help
pay for tuition and pay increases
whileworkingtowardaregistered
nursesdegree,” acolleague said.

Ms. Barker is a graduate of
Leoville High School. She re-
ceived her masters degree from
FortHaysStateUniversity and her
first nursing job was at Norton
County Hospital.

Her parents are Marion and
LorraineLong, New Almelo.

*Your dad retires...

eYour taxes are raised...

Is celebrated...
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Where Do You
Look When . . .

*Your spouse is elected to an office...
*Your children make the honor roll...
eYour teenagers are playing sports...
Your community has a benefit...
eYour neighbor is honored...

eYour cousin is in the service...

*Your daughter is married...
eYour grandson is born..

*Your parents 50th Anniversary
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