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Norton’s BeccaEbert, No. 22, (above) broughtdowna Norton players (below) gotin positionforarebound dur-
rebound and prepared to throw the ball to Anna Berry ing the Jays’ win over Weskan. Pictured are (from left)
at left during the Lady Jays’ season opening basketball Heath Vincent, Ryan Maddy, No. 22, and Dan Roeder,
victory over Weskan on Thursday. Laterin the boysgame No. 14.

Blue Jays
take out
Weskan

By DICK BOYD

Coach Doug Reusink’s Norton
Community High School boys
basketball team picked up where
they left off |ast season whenthey
won the Class 3A State Champi-
onship by defeatingWeskan 60-53
in the first round of the Topside
Tipoff TournamentonThursday in
Goodland.

The Blue Jays returned eight
lettermen but only one starter,
Kyle Kats, 510" junior point
guard. Theother starterslast night
were lettermen Jered Sloan, 6'4”
senior center; Dan Roeder, 5' 11"
senior forward; RyanMaddy, 6' 1"
junior forward and Aaron Over-
lease, 5'10” junior guard. All five
contributed points early as the
Blue Jays jumped out to a 25-3
lead by theend of thefirst quarter.
Weskan, who also played in the
Class 1A State Tournament last
season, did not fold; however, and
outscored Norton the next three
quarters.

Weskan tallied 18 pointsinthe
second quarter comparedto 10for
Norton to cut the Blue Jays' lead
to35-21 atintermission. TheCoy-
otesoutscoredtheBlueJays15-12
in the third period to drop the
Nortonadvantage downto47-36,
then tallied 17 pointsin the final
quarter comparedto 13for Norton.

“We got off to agreat start but
lost our intensity,” said Coach
Reusink. “We didn’t have that
Killer instinct and couldn’t put
them away.

“1 was pretty happy with our
defense and our offensive execu-
tionwasn't bad except later inthe
game. We need to get better fun-
damentally, especially whenpass-
ing the ball.”

Eight different players scored
for Norton. Leading scorer was
Sloanwith14 pointson6of 9field
goa sfor 67 percentand 2 of 2free
throws. Maddy threw in 12 points
on 1 of 3treysfor 33 percent, 3 of
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8fromtwo point rangefor 38 per-
cent and 3 of 6 free throwsfor 50
percent.

Katstallied 8 pointson 1 of 2
three-pointersfor 50 percent, 1 of
3two-pointersfor 33 percent and
3 of 5 charities for 60 percent.
Roeder, Overleaseand Brian L uft,
a5’'11” senior forward, each
scored 6 pointsin the game.

L eading scorer for Weskanwas
510" junior forward Nolan Cox
who scored 23 points. Hewasfol -
lowed by 6’1" senior forward
Laran Steelewith 15.

As ateam, Norton hit 2 of 9
three-point shotsfor 22 percent, 20
of 39 two-point shotsfor 51 per-
cent and 22 of 48 overall for 46
percent.

Weskan scored on 4 of 9 three-
pointers for 44 percent, 13 of 30
two-pointersfor 43 percentand 17
of 39 overall for 44 percent.

Fromthefreethrow line, Norton
hit 14 of 22 for 64 percent and
Weskan swished 15 of 24 for 63
percent.

The Blue Jays dominated the

backboards, pulling down 39 re-
bounds compared to 26 for
Weskan. The Jays grabbed 15 of -
fensiveand 24 defensive caroms.
The Coyotes pulled down 11 of -
fensiveand 15 defensive caroms.
Maddy wasleading rebounder for
Norton with 10, followed by
Sloan, 8; Kats, 4; Roeder, 2; Heath
Vincent, 2; Foley, Overlease, L uft,
leach.

Norton had 12 steal s compared
to1l4forWeskan. Katsand M addy
had 3 thefts each, followed by
Overlease and Luft, 2 each;
Roeder and Sloan, 1 each.

Nortonhad 6 assistsandWeskan
had 3. Katsledwith 2, followed by
Foley, Luft, Sloan, and Vincent, 1
each.

The Jays blocked 6 shots.
Roeder had 3 blocks, Sloan had 2
and Vincent had 1.

Norton turned the ball over 26
timesandWeskanlostit23times.

In other first round games on
Thursday, Ottawa defeated
Holyoke, Colo., 82-63; McCook
outscoredWray, Colo., 76-58; and

Goodlandrolled over Burlington,
Colo., 92-60.

Norton will play Ottawa at 5
p.m. today inthesemi-finals. The
championship finals will be held
at 8p.m. on Saturday andthethird
place game will be at 4 p.m. on

Saturday.
BOX SCORES:

Norton 60

FGs FTs TP
Foley 1 24 4
Kats 2 35 8
Roeder 2  2-3 6
Overlease3  0-0 6
Luft 3 00 6
Maddy 4 3-6 12
Sloan 6 22 14
incent 1 2-2 4
Totals 22 14-22 60

Weskan 53
G. Cox 1 00 2
B. Cox 2 11 6
M.Sexton 0 O0-2 0
N. Cox 8 44 23
S.Sexson 1 3-8 5
Steele 5 55 15
DuBois 0 24 2
Totals 17 15-24 53
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IN tournament

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka’s Norton
Community High School girls
basketball team started the 2003-
2004 season on awinning notein
the first round of the Topside
Tipoff Tournament on Thursday
in Goodland by outscoring
Weskan 60-31.

The Lady Jays led throughout
the contest. They were on top by
guarters. 19-6, 29-13 and 39-26.
They outscored Weskan 21-5in
thefourth stanza.

Coach Jilka has five returning
letter winners, four of whomwere
starters last season. Returning
startersareAnnaBerry, 510" se-
nior center; Amber Engelbert,
5'8” junior forward; ChelseaCox,
6’ sophomorecenter and Whitney
Newell, 5’5" sophomore guard.
The other returning letter winner
isKarlie Jones, 5’4" sophomore
guard. All contributed to thewin.

L eading scorer wasNewell who
tallied 20 points on 6 of 8 from
beyond the arc for 75 percent ac-
curacy and 1 of 2two-pointersfor
50 percent. Newell’s six three-
point basketstied her for thetour-
nament record.

Berry threwin 13 pointson 5 of
6 field goalsfor 83 percent accu-
racy and 3of 4 charitiesfor 75 per-
cent. Cox hit 12 pointson 5 of 7
field goalsfor 71 percent and 2 of
3freethrowsfor 67 percent.

Jonesscored 10 pointson 1 of 6
three-pointersfor 17 percent and
3 of 9two-pointersfor 33 percent
and 1 of 2 freethrowsfor 50 per-
cent. Chelle Donovan, a 5’3"
sophomore guard, hit 1 of 1 treys
and 1 of 1 two-point shots for 5
points.

Stacey Hornwasleading scorer
for Weskan with 12 points, fol-
lowed by Kristi Barber, 11;
Whitney DuBois, 4; Jade Sexson,
2; Hannah Lawless, 2.

As ateam, Norton hit 8 of 21
treys, 15 of 35two-point shotsand
23 of 56 overall for 41 percent.

Weskan missed threetreys, tal-
lied on 10 of 20 two-point shots
and hit 10 of 23 overall.

Fromthefreethrow line, Norton
hit 3 of 4 for 75 percent and
Weskan swished 11 of 17.

Weskan had 30 rebounds.
Norton had 12 offensive and 13
defensive caroms.

Berry and Cox led rebounding
with 5 each, followed by Engel-

Jennings

bert, 3; Klaire Mann, 2; Jones, 2;
Newell, 1; Becca Ebert, 1; Stacy
Reeves, 1.

Norton had a whopping 24
steal sandWeskan hadjust 4thefts.
Jones led with 8, followed by
Berry, 6; Newell, 4; Engelbert, 2;
Overlease, Donovan, Ebert,
Reeves, 1 each.

The Lady Jays had 17 assists
comparedto4for Weskan. Engel-
bertledwith5, followed by Jones,
4; Newell, 2; Donovan, 2; Ebert,
2; Mann, 1; Cox, 1.

Norton had 15 turnovers while
Weskan had 36.

“Wetook our lumpslast season.
I’m glad to seethat our hard work
is paying off,” said Coach Jilka.
“Weworked hard tonight and dic
alot of good things. We got in
some foul trouble but our girls
came off the bench and playec
well eventhoughthey haven’thad
experience at thevarsity level.

“We hustled hard and made
somegreat steal s. Wehad adecent
defense. Our three-point shooting
was good too. And, we held our
turnoversto 15.

“Wewerealittleinconsistent at
times. We' restill young and make
mistakes. We have alot of things
towork onbutit’sgoodtostart the
season with awin. We're already
way ahead of wherewewereat this
timelast season.”

Results of other first round
games on Thursday were Ottawe
over Holyoke, Colo, 67-31;
Goodlandover Burlington, Colo.,
100-35; and McCook over Wray,
Coalo., 53-34.

Norton will play Ottawa at 3
p.m. today inthesemi-finals. The
championship finals will be at 6
p.m. on Saturday. Thethird place
gamewill beat 2p.m. on Saturday.

BOX SCORES:
Norton girls60
FGs FTs TP

Newell 7 0-0 20
Cox 5 2-3 12
Donovan 2 00 5
Jones 4 1-2 10
Berry 5 34 13
Totals 23 69 60

Weskan girls31
Barber 5 1.2 1
Sexson 1 00 2
DuBois 2 00 4
Lawless 0 22 2
Hershberger 0 02 O
Horn 2 811 12
Totals 10 11-1731

downs

Kensington 58-56

The Coyotes just barely edged
Kensington 58-56 for the victory
in last Friday’s season opening
basketball game at home.

Jenningsheldthelead through-
outthegame, capturingal9-9lead
in the first quarter, 37-20 in the
second, 44-33inthethird and 58-
56 for thevictory.

“We did pretty good until half
time,” said Coach Chris Henson.
“But then welet them get back in
the game. After the half, we had
threestartersinfoul trouble, sowe
had to have some of the younger
kidscomeout.

“Welet them get too many sec-
ond chancepointsand werelucky
to come away with the win. We
held on though.

“Hopefully we' Il improvewith
every game, which is one of our
goalsfor the season.”

Adam Miller and Adam
Wahlmeier led scoring — Miller
with 7 two-pointersand 8 of 9from
the foul line for 22 points, and

Logan girls take out Eastern Heights 53-32 in opener

The Lady Trojans began their
season with a bang as they
outplayed Eastern Heights 53-32
last Friday nightin Logan.

“It's always great to start the
season off withawin,” said Coach
LindaNighswonger. “All and al,
| was pleased with our efforts, al-
though wedidn’t rebound aswell
aswewould haveliked.

“Eastern Heights put a lot of
pressureonValerieand Michaela.
Theother team membersshot well

fromthefield.

“l amvery proud of theway the
girlscametogether andworked as
ateamtonight!”

Candace Thompson|ed scoring
with5two-pointersand 1 foul shot
for 11 points. Shewasfollowed by
Val Jackson, 9 points; Jenny Noel,
8 points; Lanee Webb, 7 points;
Kati Chestnut and Vanessa
VanDiest, 6 pointsapiece; Megan
Brumbaugh, 4 points; and
Michaela Berg, 2 points. As a

team, Logan made 41 percent of
their field goalsto the Mustangs
28 percent.

Rebounding honors went to
Jackson with 10, and Thompson
and Webb with 4 each. Logan’s
ladies grabbed atotal of 27 re-
bounds.

Out of 12 team steals, Jackson
snagged 3, while VanDiest,
Brumbaugh, Noel and Thompson
each grabbed 2.

MakingassistswereJackson, 3;

and Chestnut, Noel and Thomp-
son, 2 each.

Jackson blocked 4 of Eastern
Heights shots, while Chestnut
blocked 1.

TheLady Trojanswill compete
in the Phillipsburg Round Robin
fromDec. 9to Dec. 13.

L ogan 53, Eastern Heights 32
Scoreby quarters:
Logan 12 16 11 14-53
E.Heights 5 4 10 13-32

Eastern Heights(32)
Matteson 12 3-4 11, Jones4 0 0-0
8,Schmid103-45; Haskett200-0
4,Dix100-02,Harger 100-02.

L ogan (53)
CandaceThompson501-211,Vvd
Jackson401-29, Jenny Noel 30
2-3 8, Lanee Webb 2 0 3-5 7,
VanessaVanDiest 30 0-0 6, Kati
Chestnut 3 0 0-0 6, Megan
Brumbaugh 2 0 0-0 4, Michaela
Berg100-02.

Wahlmeier with 5 three-pointers
and atwo-pointer for 17 points.
Also scoring were Grant Bailey,
10; Brett McKenna, 4, Marcus
McKenna, 3; and Nick
Wahlmeier, 2. Asateam, the Coy-
otes shot 48 percent of their two-
pointers, 58 percent of their three-
pointers, and 43 percent of their
foul shots.

Rebounding honors went to
Millerwith7, B.McKennawith®,
and N. Wahimeier with 5.

Bailey wasthe steal leader with
7.

B. McKennafound 6teammates
open for a basket, while Bailey
made5 assistsand A. Wahimeier,
4.

Thejunior varsity also won its
gameagainst Kensington, 33-23.

Scoring were Kyle Kinser, 10
points; Brian Miller and Josh
Vahling, 8 apiece; M. McKenna,
4; and Seth Ritter, 1.

TheCoyotes sare competingin
the Palco Tournament thisweek.

Jennings58, K ensington 56
Scoreby quarters:
Jennings 19 18 7 14-58
K-ton 9 11 13 23-56
Kensington (56)
BuzzRice424-418,GarrettLevin
304-810,Austin Panter 400-28,
Kyle Bienhoff 1 0 5-6 7, Zach
Lamont012-25, JessRietzke 00

565, GrantLevin101-23.

Jennings(58)

Adam Miller 7 0 8-9 22, Adam
Wahlmeier 15 0-2 17, Grant
Bailey 311-210, Brett McKenng
200-44,MarcusMcKenna010-
2 3, Nick Wahlmeier 1 0 0-0 2,
KyleKinser 000-20.



