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Richard Martin, Norton, is president of the Norton Golden Glow Club. He was
checking out some of the gifts (above) Monday night at the club’s annual Christ-
mas party. He and Frosty kept a close eye on the presents and made sure every-
one had a gift to take home. Eight residents of the Andbe Home joined the group
fora potluck supper (below) and provided the entertainment. The Andbe Home
group led the audience inagroup participation number called, “Donner Is Sleep-
ing”. Santa Claus, disguised as Duane McEwen, made an appearance and pre-
sented a skit entitled, “Santa and the Christ Child”. To wrap up the entertain-
ment, the Andbe Home residents performed “Have Yourself A Merry Little Christ-
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Friday,December 12, 2003

THE NORTON TELEGRAM

Page 5

Cultural sensitivity ends
Idea for making graves
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year.

» Approved a beer license for
T.J.’sBar and T.J."s Steakhouse,
402 S. State for Tammy Danner
and JanaK eiswetter.

“We' rewaitingalittlelongerto
open the steakhouse because we
want everything to beright,” Ms.
Danner told the board.

Ms. Keiswetter said that they
would be getting aliquor license
later.

* Authorizedtheclosingof Main
Street from State Street between
Russ' Jewelry and the First State
Bank on the north and Moffet
Drugonthesouthfrom1to4p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20, for TheNorton
Telegram' sChristmason Uspro-

motion drawing.

* Decided to changetheregular
time for council meetings from
7:30 p.m. thefirst and third Tues-
day of eachmonthto5:30p.m.the
first and third Wednesday.

At the regquest of Councilman
Ron Briery the ordinance on
changing themeetingswill not be
published until after Dec. 17 so
that the first Wednesday meeting
will not be until Jan. 7.

* Meter reader Jim Miller has
been named employee of the
month for December.

» Weretold that thecity Christ-
masparty will beheldat 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 9, in the basement
of Prairieland Electric. Council-
man Jerry Hawkssaid that hewas

against havingtheparty becauseit
isabad use of public money.

e Learned that construction of
the new dog pound is moving
along and that it should have heat
soon.

* Heardthat the Season’ sGreet-
ingshbanner, whichwasnot put up
last year dueto road construction,
will be put up thisyear.

* Receivedaletter fromthesher-
iff notifying the city that he was
canceling the city’s contract on
dispatch and jail services as of
Dec. 1, 2004.

« Heard that the Public Safety
Committee wants to reword the
dangerousanimal ordinance.

 Tabled aresolution to raise
cabletelevision rates.

Norton students doing well
on national standardized tests

By VERONICA MONIER

School Counselor Bruce Poage
gavetheNorton School Board an
update on the results of the lowa
Tests of Basic Skills at Monday
night’ smeeting.

Mr. Poage said the tests aren’t
required, but are given for three
reasons.

First, it gives the teachers and
other faculty members a broader
picture of how the students are
doing, becauseitisanational test
rather than astatetest.

Second, because it’s given ev-
eryyeartoacertaingradelevel, the
school faculty can track the stu-
dents’ progressfromyear toyear.

Third, it helps with the school
improvement plan asit gives an-
other source of data.

He said the students scores are
good, but toldtheboardtokeepin
mindthat onestudent or eventhree
or four students can skew aclass
scoredramatically. Thescoresare
alsoaffected by test wearinessand
the mechanics of taking the tests.

“Themoreteststhestudentsdo,
theharder itisto get them excited
about doing their best,” he said.
“We spend alot of time on these
group tests. If not actually taking
them, then getting ready to take
them.”

Mr. Poagesaidthey werebegin-
ning to integrate on-line tests,

rather than giving out the paper
and pencil tests. He said the stu-
dentsdid equally well bothways.

In other business, the board:

» Appointed board members
AnnaFoley and Jennifer Terrell as
its negotiating team for teaching
contracts.

e Heard from Superintendent
Greg Mannthat theschool will be
hosting the Regional Wrestling
Tournament on Friday and Satur-
day, Feb.20-21. Mr.Mannsaidthe
tournament will beginat 2p.m. on
Feb. 20. Becauseof thelargenum-
ber of people and vehicles ex-
pected — 16 schoolswill be par-
ticipating — the high school and
junior highwill bedismissed at 1
p.m. that day.

*WasgivenanupdatefromMrs.
Terrell ontheKansasAssociation
of School Boards convention,
whichwasinTopekaonDec. 5-7.
Mrs. Terrell said that the two hot
topicsat theconventionwerenon-
resident enrollment and school
district consolidation. Shesaidlis-
tening to the problems other dis-
tricts had made her realize how
good Nortonis.

*HeardfromMr. Mannthat the
new computers approved at the
November meeting have arrived.
Mr. Mann said the transition and
shuffling of computers at
Eisenhower Elementary is about

one-half finished, while the new
mobilelab at the high school/jun-
ior highisready to use.

*HeardfromMr. Mannthat the
personnel documents from the
Kansas State Department of Edu-
cationwerereviewed. Hesaid all
district classes and courses are
taught by certified teachers, and
over 98 percent of all classes anc
courses are taught by instructors
who meet the new federal defini-
tion of highly qualified. These
percentages are above the state
averages, whichinturn areabove
the national averages.

*Wastold by Mr. Mannthat the
district’s new buswill be return-
ing to Master’ s Transportation in
Kearney on Monday and will be
therethroughtheChristmasbresk,
to have previously agreed-upon
work finished. Mr. Mannsaidthey
have been happy withit.

e|nstructedMr. Mannto contact
the Kansas A ssociation of School
Boardsaskingfor hel ptoestablish
general district goals. The boarc
couldusethosegoalsintheeval u-
ation of the superintendent.

e Heardfrom Mr. Mannthat re-
pairs to the wall-sign at the high
school have been completed anc
the bills have been sent to the in-
surance company for reimburse-
ment.

County, city spar over dispatch services
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“We're dealing with the same
problem that the city’s dealing
with,” he said. “Rising health in-
surance costs.”

Sheriff, commissioners discuss dispatch services

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Sheriff Troy Thomsoncancatch
criminals and evildoers but he
needed help Monday to explain
why the costs of dispatching has
goneup over thelast fiveyears.

Sheriff Thomson came to the
Norton County commissioners
meeting on Monday with hisfig-
ures asking for suggestions on
how to explain to the City of
Norton why its bill for dispatch
services hasgone up over thelast
several years.

The problem, he said, iswages
and insurance. Both have risen
dramatically over the last few
years and, in order to keep his
people, thesheriff hashadtoraise
the pay rate of his help — both
deputies and dispatchers.

Health insurance and benefits
have skyrocketed, he said.

All thesethingshaveto bepaid
foranditisimportanttohavewell-
trained hel pinthedispatchoffice.

Whenanemergency arrivesthe
dispatchers have to be calm and
effective, Commission Chairman
John Miller agreed. He noted that
last month when there was a big
car chasegoingonU.S. 36, thedis-
patchers had to be talking to sev-
eral agencies and patrol cars and
writing down everything every-
onesaid.

“I wouldrather beoutinthefield
asadeputy than doing their job,”

hesaid.

He advised the sheriff to write
up hisnoteson cost increasesona
single sheet so that it would be
easy to follow when he presented
hiscasetothecity’ sfinancecom-
mittee.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

e Gave Emergency Medical
Technician Andy Neilsenauthor-
ity to get bidsto buy several pag-
ers for those without them and
purchase ajump kit for a techni-
cian, who normally gets to the
scene before the ambulance ar-
rives.

* Received a thank you from
Cynthia Schemper for allowing
her totaketheemergency medical
techniciansclass. Shewill behelp-
ingwiththebookwork fortheam-
bulance service She also sug-
gestedtheserviceneedsmorecon-
tinuing education classesto keep
thetechnicianssharpandtheir cer-
tificatesin date.

 ToldLenoraschool districtbus
driver Ernest Long that he should
get together with Norton County
Road and Bridge Supervisor Tom
Brannantoget somegravel puton
the hillswest of Lenora.

* Weretold therewas supposed
tobeaninspection at theold land-
fill on Wednesday to check for
cracks. Thesnowstormthat isex-
pected to hit Eastern Kansas has

causedtheinspectiontobeput off.

» L earned that most of theques-
tions raised about the county’s
landfill application have beenan-
sweredwiththehel p of Pat Cox of
BG Consultants.

* Heard from Mr. Brannan that
heisstill looking for agood, used
Mack truck, that his people are
doingroadwork andthat atarphas
been put on athird trailer to haul
sand.

* Passed aresolutionto takethe
sheriff’ sdepartment out of thedi-
rect health careprovider statuson
thecounty’ sinsurancedueto fed-
eral regulationsregarding privacy
of health information.

* Learned from County Health
Nurse Gina Frack that sheistry-
ingtomakesureall her peopleget
their comp time and vacations
taken by the end of the year. She
was reminded that employees

havetotaketheir vacationtimebe-
foretheend of theyear or loseit.

* Heard that the health depart-
ment has billing problems with
stateMedicaid. Therulesonhome
health have changed, thereis no
manual anditisgetting hardtoget
paidfromthestate, Ms. Frack said.

* Receivedavisitand Christmas
cheese and sausage gift packages
fromarepresentativeof PencoEn-
gineering. Mr. Miller gave histo
the clerk’ s office staff.

» Reviewed bids to repair the
L enora ambulance, which struck
adeer onDec. 1. Thecommission-
ersaccepted abid from Gall Mo-
tors of Norton for $1,237.85 for
therepairs.

» Talked to Treasurer Cynthia
Linner onhow tohandleoutstand-
ing checks. Ms. Linner will reis-
sue checks and get the books
cleaned up for theend of theyear.

Viaduct work slowed by cold
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April when the weather warms
up. During the final pouring, the
overnight temperature has to be
above 35 degreesfor aweek.

Other work after thebridgedeck
is complete includes laying as-
phalt and concrete bridge ap-
proaches, installing guard rails

andseeding. Mr. Schleicher gives
atentativecompletiondateof July
1for theentire project.

Capital Contractorsof Lincoln,
Neb.. is the main contractor in
chargeof the$5.7 millionviaduct
project. The new bridge will be
wider, including 24 feet of driving
lanesand 16 feet of shoulders.

He said the dispatchers don't
make a lot of money and the
county gives them good benefits
asanincentive.

Salariesa sohavegoneupsince
thecontract wassignedfiveyears
ago, Sheriff Thomsonsaid. Atone
time the county was having
troublehiring dispatchersbecause
the pay wasso low.

Commission Chairman John
Miller rememberedthetimewhen
the only applicant for thejob was
aconvicted felon.

Despite the letter, Sheriff
Thomsonsaid, thecounty wantsto
keep its contract with thecity.

“Wedon't want to givetheim-
pression that the county wantsto

splitwiththecity onthis,” hesaid.
“It wouldn’t be good for the
county or for thecity.”

Representativesfromboth have
met several timesin an attempt to
get things straightened out.

A draft of anew contractistobe
drawnup, sothat negotiationscan

begin.

SPIRAL
STAIRCASES

Custom Built to Order
Complete with Beautiful Wood Railing

785-689-4341

Goddard
Manufacturing

Located at Logan, KS
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Sammy’s
Missing—

PLEASE HELP FIND HIM

He’s a chihuahua, white with
brown spots, was wearing a red
collar with green ID tag. He’s
very friendly and we all miss
him--even his friend the cat.
Call 871-1765, work 877-3351
ask for Ed or 877-5851 ask for
Tanya. Last seen by NCHS Tech
Bldg. Please call us with ANY
information. Home 874-4014.




