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From Living Word Church

You've Got To Be Perfect!
Ask any 100 personsoff thestreet if they believethat they will go
to heaven whenthey die, it's probabl e that 90 or 95 of themwill an-
swer, “Yes’ or, at least, “1 hopeso.”
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Micah
5:2-15

MONDAY
Zephaniah
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Zechariah

9:9-17 317
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Malachi

“Mmmm...must be a television. There’s the screen. I wonder where
Mom and Dad put that movie thingamajig.”
Though our toddlers and older children appear to be becoming
increasingly intelligent at an earlier age, they do not have the wisdom and

the learned logic they need to make sense of it all. Many of us have
learned from experience that curiosity and immaturity can be dangerous
partners...even more so in today’s society as information becomes more
accessible though alarmingly uncensored.

How can we help our youngsters make sense of it all? Parents must
begin early to teach their children right from wrong and show them by
example the basic principles of responsibility and Christian living. Yet,
no instruction is complete without regular family worship. We read in
Psalm 22:27...30, “And all the families of the nations shall worship before
Him...men shall tell of the Lord to the coming generation.”

Won’t you use the most reliable resource available to give your
children the future they deserve? Let God help you and your family make
sense of it all as you attend your local house of worship each Sabbath.
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A critical follow-up questionthen needsto beasked, “ Why
doyoubelievethat?’

Thetopfiveanswersmight belikethese: (1) “I’masgood
asthe next guy,” (2) “I’ve alwaystried to be agood person
and dowhat isright,” (3) “I’ve goneto church al my life,”
(4) “1 believein God,” and (5) “I don’t believe God would
sendanyonetohell, except for someonelikeHitler, of course.”

And therein liesthe problem. Not one of these answersis
the“ correct” one. If you arerelying on what you have done
or onincorrect belief, you arein mortal danger.

Jesusspokeof thisprobleminMatthew 5. Basically, hesaid
if you areonly asgood asthe next person, what do you hope
togain? Speaking about doing good to thosewho aregood to
you, Hesaid, “What areyou doing more than others? Do not
evenpagansdothat?’ Andthenhespokethesecrucial words,
“Beperfect, therefore asyour heavenly Father is perfect.”

That is God's standard for you and me, “ Be perfect.” The
bad newsis, asyourecogni ze, that standardisutterly unreach-
ablein our humanity. We are asimperfect aswe can get! We
aresinnershopel essly unabletodowhat isrightin God’ seyes.

Thewidth of thechasm between God and usistooimmense
eventomeasure. Itisimpassable. Hisdwelling placeisholy,
perfect, gloriousand utterly untouched by sin. Not one of us
isworthy or abletolivewithHim asweare. Wecannot reach

But He, inHisgreat lovefor us, hasreached over that gulf
tous. GodtheSon, theL ord JesusChrist, | eft thegl oriousper-
fection of heaven and humbled Himself, taking on theform
and likeness of aman. Whileon thisearth, Hewas*tempted
inevery way, just asweareyet waswithout sin.” Completely
faultless, HegaveHislifeasthe perfect sacrificefor our sin.

Whenwebelieveandtrust fully inJesus(andinHimalone)
for our eternal salvation, He becomes our perfection. When
wereceive Christ by faith, whenwereceive Hisforgiveness
for our sinsand continueto abidein Him, wewill then stand
beforethefinal judgment and God will look at usand seeHis
perfect Sonin us. We will bejudged perfect and madetruly
perfect because of Him! Andthat, my friend, istheonly way
wewill ever gain heaven because, “Heis ableto save com-
pletely (forever) thosewho cometo God through Him (Heb.

“Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment, so Christ wassacrificed oncetotakeaway thesins
of many; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin,
but to bring salvation to those who eagerly await Him.”
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Pizza Hut/Taco Bell

Come Join Us For Our

“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”

Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA

W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing « Dozer Work ¢ Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt

McMullen Real Estate

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstateeAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center

“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton

415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”

Bridges Group LLP

117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store

“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies

102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

“Your Progressive Community Bank”

105W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

First State Bank

Member FDIC

Wesco Enterprises Inc.
Transportation Specialists

Flats & Vans Covering 48 States

Route 1, Norton-877-5891
1-800-552-8119

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3-877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station

877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton

693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Norton Dairy Queen Brazier

Dinners - Burgers - Desserts
Hwy. 36 West * Norton, Kan.
785-877-2571

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Northwest Diesel Repair
Bruce Chambers and Tim Graham
E. Hwy. 36 - Norton, Kan.
785-877-2102

Farm Bureau Insurance
David L. Browne 111
Agency Manager
205 N. Kansas - Norton , Kan.
785-877-3221

Mortensen Computer Services

Repair * Train * Help * Consult

418 1/2 E. Holme * 874-4844

Call or e-mail for a FREE estimate
Shawn Mortensen, Owner

http://www.mortensencomputerservices.com

mortensen@ruraltel.net

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat.9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme ¢ 874-4974

“Your Hometown Furniture Store”

877-2818 « Gary Lockhart, Owner

Norton New, Used
and Vintage Furniture

Just off KQNK Road East

Norton Flowers, Gifts

& Greenhouse

Floral Arrangements
Trees Shrubs * Bedding Plants

209 N. Kansas - Norton - 877-3345

Greg & Annette Overlease
FREE DELIVERY IN TOWN

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Oberlin 785-475-3808 » 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M.  Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

Countryside Veterinary Clinic

of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.
801 W. Holme « Norton  877-2411

Sarah Ketterl-White, D.V.M.
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

WILSONVILLE

By VELMA HOLTZE

Brandon Orrutt, son of Laura
and Robert Ritter of Selden and
grandson of Dale and Theda
Stanley, is attending Hutchinson
Community College, where he
playsontheBlueDragonsfootball
team.

He and his teammates had the
honor of competing at the* Valley
of the Sun” Bowl gamein Glen-
dale,Ariz.,onDec. 6. Theirrecord
(7-3) ranksthemnationally. Bran-
don, afreshman, ismgjoring in
communications.

Several fromthisareadroveto
Grand Island Sunday to attend
“TheLiving ChristmasTree' pre-
sented at the Evangelical Free
Church.

VelmaHoltze was one of those
attending and fully enjoyed it.
However going to the car shefell
and is very much incapacitated
with a cracked rib and her right
arminasgling.

Weekend guestsintheDaleand
Theda Stanley’s home over
Thanksgiving weretheir children
and grandchildren: Laura and
Robert Ritter and children, Devin,
Morgan, Nolan, and Noel of
Selden; Tim and Ellen Meissner,
and their family, Kaylee, Kelsee
and Keenan, McCook; Jay
Stanley, Troy Stanley, Michelle
Reeh, Adaline Stanley and Tony
Gaettaall of Omahaand Brandon
Orrutt, Hutchinson.

Wilsonville Public Library

Librarian Laurie Laws, wasin-
vited to attend the Royal Neigh-
bors of American Christmas lun-
cheon. The group presented the
library with a matching funds
check for $1,236 for the haunted
house and bake sale held in No-
vember.

L ast Wednesday, the library
Board met with board members,
ConnieHolliday, Nancy Knutson,
Connie Wilson, Pat Yost and Li-
brarian Laurie Laws. The Christ-
masGift Basket wasdiscussedand
Mrs. Laws told the board she
hoped to dispense more tickets.
Mrs. Laws also gave Treasurer
ConnieWilsonthecheck fromthe
Royal Neighbors.

Danielle Steel’s book “Safe
Harbor” was donated in honor of
Merna Haught's birthday by Pat
Yost.

Double 8

The Double 8 Club met Dec. 3
attheHeritagePlazaforitsannual
Christmas party with Adeline
Ballouashostess. Fourteen mem-
bers, two associate members,
NormaK asson, North Platte, and
Laurie Laws, Wilsonville, and
three guests, Myrna Harper,
Indianola; Joan Mowry, Arapa-
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hoe; and Jo Schwartz, Kearney
were present. After dinner the
members enjoyed a Christmas
program. Mrs. Ballou’ sdaughter,
Jo Schwartz, read a short story
entitled “I Knew You Woulc
Come”. Laurie Laws read the
Christmas story from the Bible.
Adeline's granddaughter Katie
Ballou played amedley of Christ-
mas songson the piano. A gift ex-
changewasheld after theprogram.
Everyoneenjoyedrefreshmentsof
Christmas cookies and cider or
coffee.
Baptist-Christian Women
Seven members and one chilc
werepresent at theBaptist-Chris-
tian Women’s Fellowship on
Dec.4. The worship table dis-
playedabeautiful nativity setting.
President, Avis Wolfe opened
the meeting with prayer and &
thought for the day, which was
especialy timely astheroll call
was “Us Girls” articlesfor girls.
Mrs. Wolfe served a Christmas
lunch.
Royal Neighborsof America
Royal Neighbors of Americe
met Dec. 1 at the Cambridge Se-
nior Center for the Christmasdin-
ner with members of Norcatur,
Oberlin, Clayton and McCook
Camps. Other guests were Ryan
Ruppert, Lincoln, and guestsfrom
Cambridge, Wilsonville anc
Indianola, making thetotal 36.
Beforethedinner OracleMyrne
Harper led everyoneinthePledge
of Allegiance followed by the
blessing by Chancellor Marilyn
Wolzen. Following the meal
Happy Birthday wassungtothose
with birthdays the latter part of
November and December. The
matching fund check was pre-
sentedtolibrarianLaurieLawsby
Ryan Ruppert and MyrnaHarper.
Door prizes were won by
GeorgeThompson, McCook, anc
NormaSmith, Cambridge. During
the business meeting members
votedto donatetotheDogsfor the
Deaf and the Nebraska scholar-
ship fund. The group wasinvitec
to be guests of the Oberlin Camp
at a Christmas dinner at 6 p.m.,
Dec. 18 at the Gateway. Esther
Zuehlsdorff will host the next
meeting Jan. 5 at her home in
Hendley. Chancellor Wolzen
closed the meeting with prayer.
Hospital Patients
Norma Jean Frandsen is recu-
perating at Bryan Memorial Hos-
pital inLincolnhaving had aheart
valvereplaced on Thursday.
LeonO’ BreinisaMcCook hos-
pital patient with pneumonia.
Becky HoltzeisaK earney Hos-
pital patient with pneumoniaand
other complications.
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By BETTY OTTER

Darlene Wallace, Denver, vis-
ited her brother, DennisDwyer on
Nov. 18-19.

Nov. 26, Father Vincent cel-
ebrated Mass of the Vigil of
Thanksgiving. It also honored
Rose Stephens on her 80th birth-
day and celebrated the 40th anni-
versary of Roger and JOAnnLong.

Mrs. Stephens grandchildren
read apoem written in her honor.
The Long's grandchildren sang a
song composed in their honor.
Stephanie(Long) Kirk playedthe
organ and Joannie (L ong) Winkel
was song leader. Long’s grand-
daughters, Bethany Winkel,
Brooklyn Winkel and Lindsey
Cellaread the readings. Jack
Cella, Joseph Cella, Ed Schuster
and Daniel Schuster weretheush-
ers.Altar serversweregrandsons,
Jonathon and Phillip Kirk.

Home for the Thanksgiving
holidays with Roger and JoAnn
Long were their daughters and
familiesReneeand Jack Cellaand
family, Denver; StephenandBrian
Kirk andboys, Henderson, Texas,
Joannie and Darin Winkel and
girls, Norton; and Roxie and Ed
Schuster family, Milford, Ohio.

Fredand Carol Longand K atie,
St. Elizabeth, Mo., spendWednes-
day through Saturday at his par-
ents, MarionandLorraineLong’s
home. On Thanksgiving, Doyle
and Imogene McDougal and
Sheila, Lexington, Neb.; Leonard
and Joan Long, Zack and Alaina,
Logan joined them for dinner.
Thanksgiving evening, Tom and
JanLong, Hays, visited. OnFriday
evening, Gary and CarolynLong,
Adam and Traci ate supper with
them. On Saturday, Bill and Rita
Barker, Hays, and Donna
Lehmannandfriend, Tom Skanga,
New York, werevisitors.

Family coming to the home of
Jean Nickelson for Thanksgiving
were Jerry and Carol Nickelson,
Hill City; Steve and Rhonda
Shepard, Collyer; Shawn
Shepard, Garden City; and Scott
Shepard, Quinter.

Celebrating Thanksgivingat the
RussandMarciaand JohnVahling
home were Jeff and Kathleen
Vahling, Sidney andAllison, Hays,
Missy andNicoleVahling, Lenorg;
and Jeremy Rumback, Lenora.

Family comingtotheAlfredand
Betty Otter home for Thanksgiv-
ing were Mike Otter, Cimarron;
Rinaand Will Ritter and Allyson,
Olathe; Tom Otter, DeSoto; Mark
Otter andfamily, Ulysses; Jimanc
Jolene Moss and family, Jewell;
Karl Otter, Great Bend; Charles
and Jeni Otter and family, Salina.
Joining thefamily for dinner was
Hazel Bates, Nortonand Gary and
Roberta Bruinekool and Renee,
Lenora. Intheevening, Arthur and
Karen Bates, Edmond, Okla.,
camefor avisit.

On Nov. 29, the Edwin Slipke
celebrated Thanksgiving. Those
present were Michael and Kathy
Slipke and Sarah, Downs; Lindz
and Ron Baumberger, Heather anc
Kendra, Salina; Raymond and
BonitaSlipkeandfamily, Lenora;
William and Michelle Slipke anc
family, Hoxie; Alan and Phyllis
Slipke, Topeka; and Mary anc
Marvin Wutke, Norton. Later in
theafternoonasurprise40thbirth-
day party was held for Raymonc
Slipke. Itwasasurprise, sincehis
birthday was till afew days off.

On Nov. 26, Sophia Otter cel-
ebrated her 97th birthday. Alfred
Otter, Francis and Phyllis Otter,
Lenora;, Mary and Mike
Schamberger, Hoxie; and Gilbert
Otter andMary SchulzejoinedMrs.
Otter at dinner at theAndbeHome.



