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Party goers at the annual Senior Citizen Christmas Party, hosted by the women of St.

Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, look over the selection of tree ornaments decorat-
ing a centerpiecel. The women of St. Francis made sure that everyone had an orna-
ment to take home as a memento of the day.

SEas0n On

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka’s Norton
Community High School girls
varsity basketball team will
open the 2003-' 04 season on
Thursday whenthey play Wes-
kan at 3 p.m. in the opening
round of the Topside Tipoff at
the Max Jones Fieldhouse at
12th and Arcadein Goodland.

Also competing in the tour-
nament will be teams from
Goodland; Burlington, Colo.;
Holyoke, Colo.; McCook; Ot-
tawaand Wray, Colo.

Winners of the Weskan-
Norton and Ottawa-Holyoke
games will play at 3 p.m. on
Friday and winners of the
Goodland-Burlington and
M cCook-Wray gameswill play
at 7 p.m.onFriday inthecham-
pionship semi-finals. Losers
will play at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
respectively, intheconsolation
bracket.

Thechampionshipgamewill
beat 6 p.m. on Saturday inMax
Jones Fieldhouse. The third
placegamewill beat 2 p.m. on
Saturday. The consolation
championship and seventh
place gameswill beat 12 noon
on Saturday.

Coach Jilka has five return-
ing letter winners, four of
whomwerestarterslast season.

Returning starters are Anna
Berry, 510" center, senior;
Amber Engelbert, 5’8" for-
ward, junior; Chelsea Cox, 6'
center; Whitney Newell, 5'5”
guard, sophomores. The other
letter winner is Karlie Jones,
5'4” sophomore guard.

Other varsity team members
are: NicoleWolf, 5’8", senior;
Jessi Duscher, 5'5"; Staci
Reeves, 58", juniors, Dane'e
Payne, 5 7”; AmandaAntrim,
51"; KlaireMann, 5'4"; Am-
ber Overlease, 5'4”; Chelle
Donovan, 5'3”; Becca Ebert,
5'10"; Darci Darling, 5’107,
sophomores.

Freshmen members of the

Blue Jay girls start

"hursday

team are Lacey Roe, 5'6”;
Maggie Nielsen, 5'8”; Dana
Hillebrand, 5’6”; Morgan
Kauten, 5 7”; Ashley Traxler,
5'10"; Jessica Ebner, 5'5”;
LauraDelimont, 5'6".

Assistant coachesthisseason
areGeorgeRoss and JoanBolt.
Student managers are Jacky
Cobia nand BrendaCombs.

“We are looking forward to
thisyear,” said Coach Jilka.
“Our team is still very young
but we have had some experi-
enceandthatwill goalongway
toward helping usthis season.

“Our practices have been
very good. Our girlsarework-
ing hardandwearefar ahead of
last year at thistime. Consis-
tency isahbig key for usright
now. Shooting the basketball
and being aggressive are two
things we want to improve on
and, sofar, wehavebeendoing
that.

“Finding playerstocomeoff
thebench and contributeisour
problem area now and that’s
something we are working on
and trying to develop.

“We have the capability of
stepping up and surprising
someteamsthisyear.”

Coach Jilkaisbeginning his
22nd season as head coach of
theLady BlueJays. During his
tenure, the Norton girls have
compiled 369 wins and 114
losses.

The 2000-'01 team com-
piledan 18-7recordenrouteto
afourthplacefinishintheClass
3A State Tournament.

Coach Jilka's 2001-2002
Lady Jays finished 13-9 and
placed fourthinthe MCL. Af-
ter losing eight seniors from
that squad, Coach Jilka had to
start over last seasonwith only
three returning | etter winners,
none of whom were starters.
The Lady Jaysfinished just 4-
16 but learned many valuable
lessonsthat will helpthemthis
season.
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Woman wins $50 in contest

L otsof peoplewerelooking but
Barb Goeken of Norton was the
only onewhofoundher numberin
last week'’s Christmas on 5
Us section in Tuesday’s |
edition of The Norton
Telegram.

Ms. Goeken found her
number, No. 617087, in
the Hot Shots ad on Page
3 of the Christmas on Us
section. Her sharp eyes
earned her $50 in spend-
ablescrip.

She had gotten her winning
ticket at Town and Country and
plans to use her winnings to buy
somegroceriesand take her cat to
CountrysideVet, whichmakesev-
eryone but the cat happy.

Someone got No. 5341636 at
the Sewing Box but they didn’t
find the number in the Norton
Flowers, Giftsand Greenhousead.

Anotherticket, No. 599068, was
picked up at the Norton
Homestore and could have been

Barb Goeken

found in the Felton’s Building
Center ad.

Ticket No. 456704 came with
groceriesfrom Shopand
Save and could have
beenfoundinthe Russ
Jewelry ad while No.
9331916 came from
Jamboreeandturned up
in the Norton Shop and
Savead.

Someone got No.
601719 at Moffet Drug
but didn’t see the num-
ber inthe Pace Family Fitnessad
on Tuesday.

PrairieWind EyeCaregaveout
ticket No. 609009 that waspicked
out of thebucket andit could have
beenfoundintheCountrysideVet-
erinary ad.

A Shop and Save shopper got
No.648275anditwoundupinthe
Norton County Coop ad.

Sofar TheNorton Telegramand
Norton merchants have given
away $100 in spendable script.

Thereisstill $400lefttogiveaway
andthe C sectionintoday’s paper
will have more numbers.

Check them out and win. The
numbersarebigenoughto see, but
you have to check each ad care-
fully. Someareat thetop, somein
themiddle, someat thebottomand
afew goinsideways.

On Saturday, Dec. 20, The
Norton Telegramand Nortonmer-
chants will give away any un-
claimed $50 instant prizes plus
$1,500 to one lucky winner and
$500 to asecond person.

Thebigdrawingwill beheld at
2p.m.inthestreet between M offet
Drug and Russ' Jewelry and the
First State Bank. You have to be
present — or at least your ticket
hasto be present — towin.

Comejointhefun. Winnow and
win on Saturday, Dec. 20.

Scripmoney canbespent at any
of the merchants participating in
the Norton Christmas on Us con-
test.

Norton boys ready for basketball season

By DICK BOYD

Coach Doug Reusink’s Norton
Community High School boys
varsity basketball team will open
the 2003-2004 season on Thurs-
day when they play Weskan at 5
p.m. Central Timein the opening
round of the Topside Tipoff Bas-
ketball Tournament at the Max
Jones Fieldhouse at 12th and Ar-
cadein Goodland.

Also competing in the tourna-
ment will be teams from Good-
land; Burlington, Colo.; Holyoke,
Colo.; McCook; Ottawa and
Wray, Colo.

In other first round games on
Thursday, Holyoke will play Ot-
tawaat 3 p.m. in the Junior High
Gym, which is also in the
fieldhouse; Wray will play
McCook at 7 p.m. in the Junior
HighGymand Goodlandwill play
Burlingtonat 9p.m.inMax Jones
Fieldhouse.

Winnersof theWeskan-Norton
and Holyoke-Ottawa games will
play in Friday’s semi-finals at 5
p.m. and winners of the Wray-

on Saturday and the third place
game at 4 p.m. in the Max Jones
Fieldhouse. The consolation
championship game will be at 4
p.m. on Saturday in the Junior
High Gym and the seventh place
gameat 2 p.m.

CoachReusink haseight return-
ing lettermen from last season’s
Class3A State Champion Norton
quintet but only one returning
starter, Kyle Kats, 5’ 10” junior
point guard.

The other returning lettermen
are: Charlie Foley, 5’ 7" guard;
DanRoeder, 5’ 11" forward; Jered
Sloan, 6’4" center; Brian Luft,
511" forward; Jared Foley, 6’
guard, seniors; RyanMaddy, 6' 1"
forward and Aaron Overlease,
510" forward, juniors.

Kats received honorable men-
tionontheMid-Continent L eague
All-League team last season. He
averaged 7.4 pointsper gameand
3.6 rebounds per contest. Hewas
theteam’sassistsleader withthree
per gameandledtheteaminsteals
with 82 thefts.

averaged 5.7 pointsand 3.3 re-
bounds per game and Sloan had
5.3 points and 3.7 rebounds per
contest.

Other members of the 2003-
2004 Blue Jay boyssquad are: Ja-
son Green, 5'10"; Justin Shirk,
6'11"; Josh Jackson, 6'2"; Nick
Evans, 5'11”; Derek Volgamore,
5'11", juniors; Heath Vincent,
6'6"; Greg Wilson, 5'9”; Nathan
Morse, 5 9”; Brady Linner,5'11",
sophomores; Jared Engelbert,
5'8"; Lucas Bailey, 5 8”; Nic
Lewis, 6'; BrianJuenemann,5'9”;
Corey Rutherford, 6’'1"; Mathew
Shepard, 6’4" ; Brandon Quintana,
510";AaronDaniels, 5 9"; Blake
Wolf, 5’8", freshmen.

Returning as assistant coaches
this year are David Stover and
Todd Fulton. Student managers
are Kayleigh Brooks and Kayla
Peterson.

“We havehigh expectationsfor
this season coming off last year’s

state championship,” said Coach
Reusink. “Welost somevery good
players but | think we also have
some good players to replace
them.

“Right now, weneed to get bet-
ter defensively butwearevery ath-
letic so that should improve. We
alsoneedtodevel opsomedepth.”

Coach Reusink said he expects
theleaguetobebetter thisyear and
very balanced. He said that Trego
and Phillipsburg have the most
talent returning but that Ellisis
alwaystoughandPlainvillecoulc
beasurpriseteam.

CoachReusink’soverall record
in Norton is 147 wins and 115
losses. He is beginning his 25th
year of coaching high school boys
teams and has compiled an over-
all record of 361 wins and 161
lossesfor anoutstanding 69.2 per-
cent victory record. Thisisan av-
erageof 15winsand 6.7 | ossesper
year.
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With The Norton Telegram,
you’ll get excellent local and
area coverage, editorials,
feature stories, sports and
you’ll know what our adver-
tisers have to offer also.

OUR RATES ARE
COMPETITIVE!!

NORTON

TELEGRAM

215 S. Kansas — Norton, Kansas

(785) 877-3361

SUBSCRIPTION RATES—
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