County
dump
Inspected

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Folks going out to the Norton
County landfill topick uprecycled
paint and other productsmay find
the recyclable have aready been
disposed of .

County SolidWaste Supervisor
Curt Archibald told the Norton
County commissioners Monday
that the landfill areahad beenin-
spected on Nov. 18 by the Kansas
Department of Health and Envi-
ronment.

The inspectors looked at the
household hazardous waste area,
the transfer stations (where trash
isheld before being moved to the
Phillips County landfill) and the
construction and demolition pit.

In the household hazardous
wasteareatheinspectorssaidthat
the barrel used for petroleumdis-
tillates must have alog with ex-
actly whatisinitandthewastecan
only be held for seven days.

“Whatweputinisaguess,” Mr.
Archibald said. “It's a guess but
they want just exactly what we're
putting inthere.”

If aone-half can of wasteis put
in the log has to show how many
ounces of varnish, hair spray,
spray paint or whatever went into
thebarrel.

The bigger problem is the re-
quirement that the hazardous
waste be taken care of within
seven days.

Right now anyone who wants
|eftover paint or other wasteprod-
ucts can come out to the landfill
area and go through the items
stored there and take whatever
they can use.

“Our disposal bill will get higher
becauseyou havetobulkitoncea
week eventhoughthere’ snothing
wrong with it,” Commission
Chairman John Miller said.

“ Sometimes people come out
every day (to getitems) and some
times it's two weeks between
times,” Mr.Archibaldsaid.“We'll
just havetotell peopletotry next
week or the week after if we've
aready bulked.”

Theinspectorsalsofelt that the
construction and demolition pit
needed more cover but whenthey
found out that it was the city’s
cleanupweek, agreedtherewasn’t
aproblem.

The transfer station is holding
trash for up to 48 hours and that
wasfinewith theinspectors.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

* Received a plague from the
Kansas Workers Risk Coopera-
tive, the state worker’s compre-
hensiveinsurance pool, for being
amember since 1992.

» Held afiveminute closed ses-
sion to discuss non-elected per-
sonnel.

* Have received aletter of res-
ignationfromLeslieMiles, acting
emergency medical services di-
rector.

* Talked to Hospital Director
Richard Miller about thepossibil-
ity of thehospital helpingwiththe
ambulance servicein someway.

« Visited with Road and Bridge
Supervisor Tom Brannan about
putting astop or yield sign at the
intersection of county roads E4
and F.

» Was told by Emergency Pre-
paredness Coordinator Alvin
Mapesthat therewill beasteering
and planning committee meeting
on the state emergency plan at 7
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, at theli-
brary conferenceroominNorton.
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Welcome Mats — Plaques
— Coasters - Powercats
Made from the Turf on

Wagner Field /

KSU Stadium during the

Decade of Dominance
See at
www.purpleprairie.net
or contact us via E-mail
rharms@flinthills.com
or telephone 785-537-
3773 or 800-869-0332
same day shipping while
supplies last
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Lighting the wreath

area churches the Advent season is celebrated beginning four Sun-

Janre Urban church secretary at St. Francrs of Assisi Catholrc Church days before Christmas Day. Each Sunday another candle will be lit
in Norton, lit the first candle of the Advent wreath to signify the be-
ginning of the church year and the season of preparation. In many

as the day of Christ’s birth draws nearer.
— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

Commissioners worried
about losing largest customer

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

After spending two to three
yearsworkingtoset upanewland-
fill, Norton County commission-
ersareworried about losing their
largest customer, the City of
Norton.

Citing an articlein The Norton
TelegramCommission Chairman
John Miller said that it looks like
thecity might beplanningondeal-
ing withitsown trash.

In the article, City Attorney
Karen Griffithswasquoted assay-
ing an attorney general’s office
opinionwasthat citiesdonot have
tousetheir county’slandfill.

“1f youtakeaway themajor con-
tributor it makes absolutely no
senseinushavingalandfill,” Mr.
Miller said.

County Attorney Doug Sebelius
told them there are two different
attorney general opinions on the
subject — each from a different
personinthat office.

The attorney general’s opinion
isnot law, he said. The statute is
unclear andtherewill needtobea
court case to clear up the ques-
tions.

“1thinkit’sgoingtocomedown
to making a contact with the city
toaskif they want tokeepthecon-
tractthey have,” Mr. Sebeliussaid.

Commissioner DeanKrusesaid
that he had heard that some of the
smaller towns are also interested
inlookingat other optionsfor their
trash because they feel it istoo
expensivetohaveit broughttothe
county landfill transfer station.

“We need to bring the city fa-
thers together,” Mr. Miller said.
“Institute a meeting with all the

citiesand check contracts, expira-
tion dates and notification dates.
Weneedtogoout andjust confront
the problem.”

“Doweneedanew landfill if we
lose the city?” Commissioner
Leroy Lang asked.

“If the city (of Norton) decides
to haul their own trash someplace
we don’t need to work on this
dump.” Mr. Kruse said.

“Weneedtoknow what thesev-
erance clauses are,” Mr. Miller
said. “Weneedto havethecities
businesslocked and sealed in our
pockets or stop this project right
now.”

The commissioners, however,
decided that, while Phillips
County is being nice enough to
take Norton’s trash right now it
cannot continue to do so indefi-
nitely soNorton County will need
itsown disposal facility.
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At close of business Dec. 4

Wheat.......cooeeevvennn.. $3.76
MilO oo, $3.91
COMMN oo $2.32
Soybeans .................. $7.19

Call us
with your
news!
877-3361!

Get Ready for Great Pancakes!

LIONS

Pancake Day

7 a.m. to3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6
[ “Delicious Pancakes, Sausage,

N Orange Juice and Coffee Served.”
Help Us Help Our Community!
Adults: $4.00; Students: $2.50; Ages 5 and Under-FREE
Norton American Legion, Norton, Kan.

Orders will be taken for Blind Made
Brooms and Other Products

How to pay for such afacility,
especially if some of the biggest
contributors pull out was dis-
cussed.

Mr. Sebeliussaidthat state stat-
utesallow countiesto tax real es-
tateto pay for landfills.

Thecommissionersdidn’tthink
thiswould beavery popular solu-
tionandfeltthat havingthosewho
dump pay was a better way to fi-
nancethefacility.

Mr. Miller noted thecounty has
worked on the landfill for along
time and has spent alot of money
ontheproject andif they don’t do
it now, it will probably be needed
in the future, besides which rules
for small landfills will be re-
vamped in two years and who
knowswhat will happen then.
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Hey! Kids!!
Santa Will Be at Felton’s Building Center
Passing Out Goodie Bags

Dec. 6 ,

Sat.,

6:00-9:00 P.M.

Kids, Visit
Santa 4
While

Felton’s Building Center

Phone: (785) 877-3070
415 E. Holme . Hwy. 36) Norton
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Colby Merchants Invite

You To The...

Chnstmas Light Parade

Sunday, December 7th ~ 6:30 p.m.

Downtown Colby
Come to town early to get a head start

on your Christmas Shopping.
Construction is done and our new roads
make travel easy and convenient. Stop in
and let Colby Merchants help you with
your shopping this holiday season!

Shop Colby
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