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Children help

make cookies
at Andbe Home

The aroma of baked gingerbread filled the air Monday
as volunteers helped residents of the Andbe Home pre-
pare cookies to hang on one of their many Christmas
trees. Hannah Park (above left) looks on while Chrissy
Matheson and her brother James Matheson help Mabel
Dole make holesinthe cookies. Volunteer Ann Gallentine
(below) helps Andbe Home resident Ruth Hake . Activ-
ity Director Dawn Risewick, resident resource coordina-
tor Darlene McEwen and social services designee Rose
Ann Miller helped coordinate the event. Pre-schoolers
will come in Wednesday to decorate the cookies with

icing and candies and hang them on the tree.
— Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts
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Commissioners hire help
to do emergency planning

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Norton County commissioners
hired Addie Homburg of Ellisto
help prepare the emergency pre-
paredness plan required by the
state.

The state has purchased a soft-
ware package called Mitigation
20-20 to help set up emergency
preparedness plans for each
county. However, there are some
problems.

“The whole plan was designed
for bigger jurisdictions,” Ms.
Homburg told the commissioner
at ameeting last month.

“Some of the stuff in that plan
appliesto us and some does not.
The software hasalot of glitches
and I’m being politically correct
here.”

Norton County Emergency Pre-
paredness Director Alvin Mapes,
who has been trying to set up the
program, agreed with Ms. Hom-
burg.

“1 figured out thesystemjust by
trial and error,” Ms. Homburg
said, adding that thisisthe sixth
county she has contracted withto
do consulting for the program.

While she works part time for
Ellis County, she said, she does
consulting work from her home.
Her company isEmerGecon Con-
sulting.

Ms. Homburg said that she
wouldhelpthecounty completeits
planfor $1,500. For that priceshe
will meet four times with Mr.
Mapes and his group and handle
other meetingsat night asneeded.
Shewill also put the information
gatheredintotheMitigation20-20

software.

“1t'sahuge document whenwe
getdonewithit,” shesaid holding
her handsabout six toeightinches
apart. “Ellis County’s was 1,800
pages.”

Ms. Homburg said that because
of thetimeinvolved shewill not be
making much money but will be
using the experience of working
withthevariouscountiesaspart of
her continued education.

She has a bachelors degree in
human services from Fort Hays
State University and hopes to
complete her masters degree in
fire and emergency management
administration from Oklahoma
State University next year.

Shesaidthat Mr. Mapesand his
groupsshould do thelegwork re-
quired to gather the data and she
would put in into the balky pro-
gram.

“Itisnotuserfriendlyatall,” she
said.

Theplanrequireseachpolitical
subdivisionin acounty to look at
itsweak spots and decide what it
needs to improve to help prevent
or mitigateadisaster, whether it be
an enemy attack or atornado.

Ms. Homburg said that some

countiesarerefusingtodothetre-
mendousamount of work required
for the Mitigation 20-20 project.
However, she said, the state and
federal government arelookingto
tying the project to disaster relief
money.

County Commission Chairman
John Miller agreed.

“It’s very complex,” he said.
“But, if wedon't comply we' renot
eligiblefor federal disaster funds
after November 1, 2003.”

When oneof theother commis-
sioners pointed out that that date
had already passed, he said, he
knew that.

Ms. Homburg saidthat thestate
has until November 1, 2004, to
submittheplanstothefederal gov-
ernment.

“Thisisthe grace period,” she
said.

“1 can get you through thispro-
cessand| canmakeit manageable
and makeit aworking document,”
shetold the commissioners.

“We have to do this so Norton
County residents will qualify for
disaster relief,” Mr. Miller said.

Minutes of the meeting can be
found on the county web site at
www.nortoncountyks.org.
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LoisRostek had sharp eyes.
Shefound the number of one of
her tickets, No. 646143,

inanadforKellie'sinThe ' l

Norton  Telegram’s
Christmas on Us contest
inWednesday's paper al-
most before the ink was
dry.

Ms. Rostek brought her

ticket into The Telegram /

andreceived $50inscrip  LOis Rostek

spendable at any of the
Nortonmerchantsparticipatingin
the contest. With her choice of 28
merchants offering merchandise
and services, Ms. Rostek said that
she would probably spend her
money on something special at
Norton Shop and Save.

She had received the ticket
while shopping at Walter Motor
Co.

Therewere seven numbersina
special insert in Wednesday’s
Norton Telegram.

Careful readers found Christ-
mas on Us numbers in ads for
Russ’ Jewelry, Don’'s Floor Cov-
ering, Walter Motor Co.,Kellie's,
NortonHomestore, Nex-Techand

Norton County Co-op.

Those numbers were pullec
fromabarrel containing
thousands of tickets
given by the merchants
to customers. Tickets
drawn this week were
given away to shoppers
at Walter Motor (2),
8 Jamboree Foods(2),

Norton Shop and Save,
Moffet Drug Store anc
Felton’s Building Cen-
ter.

Over the next three weeks The
Norton Telegram will give away
$450 more in spendable scrip.
Then on Saturday, Dec. 20 twa
lucky peoplewill walk away with
the grand prize of $1,500 and ¢
second prize of $500.

All tickets given out since the
first of thecontest, withtheexcep-
tionof thosepulled asinstant win-
ners, areeligibleforall remaining
prizes.

Seetheinsert in today’s paper
and collect couponsfrom the par-
ticipating merchants.

Someone will win $1,500. It
might aswell beyou.

Are You Pinned
Down With All Your Bills?

Weighing out your options? Looking for a solution to your
money problems! If your answer is yes to any of these
questions, you need to call us immediately.
«Job Loss *Wage Garnished «Creditors Threatening
Legal Action eHigh Credit Card Debt <Calls from Col-
lection Agencies «Income Tax Owing ¢Collectors Seiz-
ing Your Assets; Mortgages, Auto, Personal, Debt
Consolidations, Small Business, Refinancing. All Con-

sultations Free.  ~oyNT ON US BECAUSE WE CARE!
8 CONFIDENTIALITY ASSURED

Call Now:

1-877-271-6947
We Will Give You A Reason To Smile
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Where Do You

Look When .

«Your spouse is elected to an office...
«Your children make the honor roll...
*Your teenagers are playing sports...
«Your community has a henefit...
«Your neighbor is honored...
«Your cousin is in the service...
*Your dad retires...
*Your daughter is married...
«Your grandson is born...
«Your taxes are raised...
*Your parents 50th Anniversary

is celebrated...

The Same Place Thousands

of Other People Do! They Read

THE NORTON

TELEGRAM

215 S. KANSAS, NORTON — (785) 877-3361

orton County

SUBSCRIPTION RATES—

NORTON, PHILLIPS, GRAHAM
AND DECATUR COUNTIES:

FURNAS CO. NE:
(Beaver City, Oxford, Cambridge, Arapahoe,

Hendley, Wilsonville, Edison)

3 Months
ELSEWHERE IN KANSAS:

3 Months
ELSEWHERE IN US:

3 Months
COLLEGE: .
Kansas—$39.11 wroerereeeee




