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Norton senior Jered Sloan (No. 2) was the leading pass receiver for the Blue Jays this season but he was also one

of the “biggest hitters” from his defensive secondary position. During Norton’s 48-6 Homecoming win over Stock-
ton, Sloan came up and hit Tiger running back Cody Dix hard for no gain. If Sloan had not tackled Dix, senior
linebacker Bo Pfannenstiel (No. 44) most certainly would have made the stop. Pfannenstiel was the leading tack-
ler for the Blue Jays this season with 102 total tackles. Senior defensive back Bruce Rushton (No. 10), who was

second leading pass receiver for Norton this season, was also ready to make the tackle.

— Photo by Larry Boyd

Blue Jay football team ends year 11-1

By DICK BOYD

With 18 seniorsprovidinglead-
ership, Coach Bruce Graber’'s
2003 Norton Community High
School football team compiledan
outstanding 11-1 record for the
second straight year.

TheBlueJayswereranked No.
2inthestatein Class3A whenthey
playedNo. 1 stateranked and two-
time defending state champion
Conway Springs on Saturday in
Conway Springs.

For the second straight year,
Conway handed Nortontheir only
loss. Last year, the score was 34-
27 and this year it was 20-13.
Norton had a chance to win both
contests until the final tick of the
scoreboard clock.

“1t'sheenagreat run; our seniors
have gone 30-4 the last three
years,” Coach GrabertoldtheBlue
Jay Booster Club during Wed-
nesday’ smeeting. “Wehavegreat
players, assistant coaches, admin-
istrationand community support.”

Although he was disappointed
that Norton did not beat Conway
Springs, hesaiditwasagresat foot-
ball game. “Wedidn't play aswell
aswe' d haveliked but we played
hard,” he said.” We fought to the
bitter end.

“They are avery good football
team and it will take an awfully
goodteamtobeat them. Theplay-
ers on both sides showed alot of
class, helping each other up and
playing with respect for each
other.”

In the 12 games this season,
Norton outscored opponents 408
to88whichisanaverageof 34to
7.3. The Blue Jays rushed for
2,835 yards and passed for 1,403
yards for total offense of 4,238
yards. Thisisan average of 236.3
rushingyards, 116.9 passingyards
and 353.2total yardsof offenseper
contest.

Nortonheld opponentsto 1,268
yards rushing, 705 yards passing
and 1,973 total yards. Thisisan
average of 105.7 rushing yards,
58.8 passingyardsand 164.4 total
yards of offense.

Norton averaged 17.5 first
downs per contest while limiting
opponentsto 7.8 first downs.

The Blue Jays lost only 17
fumblesin the 12 games for less
thantwo per gameand puntedonly
28timeswhichwasjust over twice
per contest.

“l don't like to compare teams
but thisyear’steam gaveupfewer
pointsthan last year’sand the of -
fensesweremuchthesame,” said
Coach Graber.

L eading the offense this year
was senior quarterback Dan
Roeder. He carried the ball 145
timesfor 960yardsanda6.6yards
per carry average and completed
81 of 180 passes for 1,365 yards
and a 16.9 yards per pass com-
pleted. Hereturned eight kickoffs
for 160yardsandtwo puntsfor 26
yards for total offensive produc-
tionof 2,511 yards. Roeder ranfor
13 touchdownsand passed for 16
touchdownsfor atotal of 29.

Second leading rusher for
Norton was senior tailback
Charlie Kohfeld who rushed for
904 yardson 166 carriesfor a5.4
yardsper carry average. Heranfor
ninetouchdowns.

Senior fullback Jordon Haus-

sermann rushed for 414 yards on
70carriesforab.9yardsper carry
average. He scored four touch-
downs.

Juniortailback AaronOverlease
rantheball 50timesfor 321 yards
and a6.4 yards per carry average
and scored four touchdowns.

L eading pass receiver was se-
nior wide receiver Jered Sloan
with 30 catchesfor 558 yardsand
an 18.6 yards per catch average.
He caught seven touchdown
passes.

Second leading receiver was
senior widereceiver Bruce Rush-
tonwho caught 24 passesfor 337
yards and a 28.1 yards per catch
average. He caught three touch-
down passes.

Senior kicker CharlieFoley was
second highest scorer for the sea-
son, behind Roeder’s 78 pointsfor
his13rushingtouchdowns. Foley
scored 72 pointson 54 of 56 extra
point kicksfor 96.4 percent accu-
racy and 6 of 8 field goalsfor 75
percent. Foley’slongest fieldgoal
wasad4-yarder whichisbelieved
tobethelongestinNCHShistory.

Foley kicked off 74 times and
averaged 49 yards per kickoff.

Leadingtackler thisseasonwas
senior linebacker Bo Pfannenstiel
with 57 solos, 45 assists for 102
total tackles. Hewasfollowed by
senior defensiveend C.J. Thiele,
47s0los, 25assists, 72total; senior
defensive tackle Sean Lauer, 45
solos, 26 assists, 71 total; senior
linebacker Tom Graham, 31 solos,
21 assists, 52 total; senior line-
backer Dan Roeder, 34 solos, 15
assists, 49 total; senior defensive
tackleKal Mann, 34 solos, 13 as-
sists, 47 total; junior defensive
lineman Blake Hillebrand, 20 so-
los, 21 assists, 41 total; senior de-
fensive back Kevin Lentz, 28 so-
los, 8 assists, 36 total; senior de-
fensiveback Jered Sloan, 230l 0s,
10 assists, 33 total; junior line-
backer KyleKats, 20 solos, 12 as-
sists, 32 total; senior linebacker
Josh Green, 13 solos, 17 assists, 30
total; senior defensive end Joel
Griffiths, 16 solos, 14 assists, 30
total.

Roeder led the team with four
pass interceptions. Sloan and
Rushton had three each,
Haussermann and Overlease had
two each and Pfannenstiel and
Thieleeach had one.
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and over 250 vivid photographs KEC Barn Book ¢ PO Box

to create a stunning visual
memento of Kansas’ past. A

portion of the proceeds from the
sale of this book benefits KEC's
youth and education programs.

4267 Topeka, KS 66604
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720 ACRES OF NORTON & GRAHAM
COUNTIES CRP & GRASSLAND

REAL
ESTATE

AUCTION

Friday, December 5, 2003 @1:30 PM

AUCTION LOCATION: ST. FRANCIS PARISH HALL - NORTON, KS

SELLERS: KSM Ranch & KSJ Partnership

GRAHAM COUNTY

NORTON COUNTY

TRACT 1: NW/4 of 29-6-23 § TRACT 3: SE/4 of 29-3-24 &

TRACT 2: SW/4 of 20-6-23

NE/4 of 32-3-24
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CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR VISIT
www.farmandranchreality.com

FARM & RANCH REALTY, INC.
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1420 W. 4'". — P.0. BOX 947
COLBY, KS 67701
785-462-3904 or 800-247-7863
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Broker/Auctioneer
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“When you list with Farm & Ranch, it's as good as SOLD!I”

Assistant coaches this season
were Kevin Jilka, Todd Fulton,
Lucas Melvin and Jason Jones.

The leading tacklers for the
gamewith Conway Springswere
unintentionally omitted from that
story. They are printed here.

Senior linebacker Bo
Pfannenstiel was the leader in
tackles once again. He had eight
solos, two assistsfor 10total tack-
les. He was followed by C.J.
Thiele, seven solos, two assists;
Jered Sloan, seven solos, one as-
sist; Sean Lauer, five solos, three
assists, Tom Graham, four solos,
three assists; Aaron Overlease,
four solos; Dan Roeder, three so-
los, oneassist; KyleKats, two so-
los, two assists; Bruce Rushton,
Ka Mann, threesoloseach; Ryan
Maddy, two solos, one assist;
Michael Sprigg, onesolo, two as-
sists; Joel Griffiths, three assists;
BlakeHillebrand, two solos; Josh
Green, oneassist.

Eighth-grade girls
win In final quarter

If you left early, you missed a
fantasticfinishastheeighthgrade
Lady Jaysdefeated Plainville 37-
23onNov. 14.

“In avery lackluster perfor-
mancefor thefirst 3 1/2 quarters,
Norton changed defenses and the
Cardinals did not respond,” said
Coach Chuck Zimmerman. “We
camefrom4 pointsbehindtotake
the lead by 4, only to allow
Plainvilletotiethescore, sending
us into overtime with a 23-all
score.

“Then, the Ladies started play-
ing thereal Blue Jaysstyleof ball
and showed how we should have
been playingthewholegame. Our
defensecreated havoc, bringingus
back into regulation, and we
scored 14 unanswered pointsin
the extraperiod towin, 37-23.”

MeganKatsled scoringwith 14
points, followed by Haley Jones
with 10, Lacy Elliswith6, and Jes-
sicaStrickland with 4.

Defense was definitely the key
in this game as Norton helped
Plainville create 59 turnovers, of
which 35 were stealson the Jays

part. Steal leaderswere Courtney
Cox with 10 and Strickland with
7, followed by Courtney LeClair
with 5.

Deflects were made by Jones,
Ellis,andK ats, all of whomhad 4.

“Rebounding is still aproblem
for this group as we were out-re-
bounded,” said the coach. “If this
continues, it will come back tc
haunt usinfuturegames. Our lead-
ing rebounder was Strickland as
shegrabbed 8.

“When the defense is doing its
jobof creatingturnovers, thenthe
offense becomes easy as all we
haveto doisfind the open player
onthebreak. Wedidthisinthelast
six minutesastheteamhad 17 as-
sists with Kats finding 10 team-
mates open for baskets and
Strickland finding 5.”

Next action
TheNorton Junior High School
basketball teams will travel tc
Osborne on Friday, where they
will play Alton-Osborne begin-
ning at 4 p.m.

Former Norton wrestler
places for Fort Hays

J.B. Harding, 141 pound sopho-
more from Norton, placed fourth
for Fort Hays State University in
the 20-under divisionintheWyo-
ming Cowboy Open wrestling
tournament on Saturday in
Laramie, Wyo.

Winning achampionshipinthe

20-under division in the season
opener was Tiger heavyweight
Andrew Ubben, a sophomore
from Phillipsburg, who was an
All-American ayear ago.

The Tigers will bein action
againthisweekendintheUniver-
sity of Nebraska-Omaha Open.
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in Western Kansas.

through treatment:

you choose?

2220 Canterbury Drive - Hays

Mending hearts
and saving lives...

Right here in Western Kansas.

A diagnosis of heart disease can be a frightening experience.
It is reassuring to know that complete care for your heart is available

Hays Medical Center has the staff, resources and technology in
place to treat the full spectrum of heart disease - from diagnosis

* Two full-time heart catheterization labs
* Angioplasty and interventional cardiology
* Open heart surgery
* Nuclear cardiology
* Cardiac rehabilitation
* State-of-the-art cardiac ICU and Step-down units
Hays Medical Center offers the kind of heart care you'd find in a
large metropolitan area, but close to home and family. Which would
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be on it."”

Heart care...right here. Right now.

"You will receive the same kind of
care in Hays you'd expect to receive
at the best medical centers in the
world. Otherwise, my name wouldn't

—Dr. Michael E.
Michael E. DeBakey Heart Institute
of Kansas at Hays Medical Center

MICHAEL E. DEBAKEY
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DeBakey, Chair

OF

Ar HaysMedicalCenter

Toll Free 1

HEART INSTITUTE

-877-278-8039
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