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Blue Jays fall to Card

By DICK BOYD

The Norton Community High
School football team fell 20-13to
thetwo-timedefending champion
Conway Springs Cardinalsin
Conway Springs.

Conway Springs, whoisranked
No. linthestate, hasnow won 39
straight football games. A year
ago, theCardinalscametoNorton
and left with a34-27 victory.

Both teams played well but, in
theend, Conway Springswasable
to come out on top

First quarter

Norton senior kicker Charlie
Foley kicked off to Conway
Springstostartthegame. TheBlue
Jayscamechargingdownfieldand
seniorend C.J. Thieletackledjun-
ior Eric Matthews on the 15. Se-
nior back Darrin Seiwert gained
only oneyard as senior defensive
end Joel Griffiths tackled him.
Senior back Brent Linn tried the
Nortonlineand Thieletackledhim
after afour yard gain; however, on
third down Seiwert ran into the
Norton secondary and senior de-
fensiveback Bruce Rushtontack-
ledhimonthe30after he’ dearned
afirst down. Junior quarterback
Matt Wykestried akeeper but se-
nior defensive back Jered Sloan
and senior linebacker Tom Gra-
ham stopped himfor nogain. The
Cardinals went to the air and
Wykescompleted apassto senior
end Rodney Chitwood on the
Norton 32 for another first down.
Seiwertrantothe24onfirstdown,
then broke several tackles as he
poweredintotheendzone. Senior
Jason Bengekickedtheextrapoint
and Conway led 7-0with 8:44 | eft
inthefirst quarter.

Thekickoff wasshort and senior
Josh Greenreturnedtheball tothe
40. Senior quarterback Dan
Roeder ran for six, then senior
tailback Charlie Kohfeld bulled
aheadfortwo.Onthirdandtwo, a
pass fell incomplete and Roeder
went back in punt formation. A
low snap from the center caused
him to run the ball but he was
downed short of thefirst downand
Conway took over.

I1legal procedurecost theCards
fiveyards. Chitwood appeared to
have another pass reception but
Sloan jarred the ball out of his
hands. Linngained just twoyards
beforeThieletackled him. Norton
put on a good pass rush on third
down and a Wykes pass fell in-
complete. Conway quick kicked
deepintoNortonterritory. Norton
gained five yards on an offsides
penalty against Conway. Kohfeld
drovefor threeyards, then senior
fullback Jordon Haussermannran
up the middlefor afirst down on
the24. Roeder passedto Sloanfor
a first down on the 36. Roeder
went back to pass again but was
sacked on the 30. Junior running
back Aaron Overlease made just
two yards, another pass was in-
completeand Roeder puntedtothe
Conway Springs 13.

Matthews gained ayard before
Roeder came up from his line-
backer spot to get him. Wykes
gained another yard beforeThiele
tackled him. A pass was incom-
pleteand Conway punted. Theball
rolled dead on the Norton 43.
Overleaseran for five but gained
nothing on second down. Roeder
passedto Sloanfor afirstdownon
the Conway 47. Overleasegained
oneyard and the quarter wasover
with Conway leading 7-0.

Second quarter

Haussermann gained three
yards, apasswasincomplete and
Roeder punted. The ball rolled
dead onthe3yardline. Matthews
was tackled by senior linebacker
Bo Pfannenstiel and Griffithsfor
no gain. Seiwert gained seven
yards, then got looseto the 37 for
afirst down before Graham and
Pfannenstiel tackled him. Conway
fumbledinthebackfieldbutfell on
the ball for aloss back to the 31.
Wykescompl eted apassto senior
back TravisCook ontheNorton35
for another first down. Junior back
Stewart Hoover gained seven
yards to the 29, then Seiwert
plowed to the 15 before Sloan
tackled him. Bengegotacarry and
gained nothing. Conway was pe-
nalized 15yardsfor unsportsman-
like conduct. The Cardinalswent
to the air. After two incomplete
passes, Wykes connected with
senior end Chris Cox in the end
zone for a touchdown. Benge
kicked the extra point and the
Cardsled 14-0 with 6:52 | eft.

The kickoff went into the end

Inals In final game

Putting pressure on Cardinal quarterback Matt Wykes

(above) are, (from left) senior C.J. Thiele, defensive end;
senior Sean Lauer, defensive tackle and senior Joel
Griffiths, defensive end. Thiele was second leading tack-
ler for Norton with nine and Lauer tied for third high with
eight. Inthe background issenior linebacker Dan Roeder

zone. Roeder ran akeeper for four
yards, then passed to junior tight
end Ryan Maddy for afirst down
on the 34. Roeder gained five
yards on two carries, then passed
toseniorwidereceiver Jered Sloan
for afirst downonthe Conway 25
yardline. Roeder |eft thegamefor
severa playswith aminor injury
and was replaced by junior quar-
terback Seth Mills. Mills gained
nothing and Kohfeld lost five
yards. Roeder returned. After an
incomplete pass, he ran to the 18
but it was not enough for afirst
down. Conway took over with
3:03leftinthe half.

Seiwert gained three yards be-
foresenior tackleKai Manntack-
led him. Conway fumbled but re-
covered onthe 25. Wykeswent to
the air, his pass was tipped and
Overlease intercepted on the 35.
After anincomplete pass, Roeder
ran to the 26, then sneaked for a
firstdownonthe25with 1:151eft
inthefirst half. Roeder connected
with Rushton in the end zone for
Norton’sfirsttouchdown. Foley’s
extra point kick attempt was
blocked and Conway led 14-6. It
was only the second missed extra
point kick by Foley this season.

Matthews returned the kickoff
and Pfannenstiel and senior guard
Brian Luft tackled him on the 25.
Seiwert gained four yards before
Maddy tackled him. The next
down, Conway fumbled and se-
nior defensive back Kevin Lentz
recovered on the 35 with 23 sec-
onds|eft. Roeder tried to passfor
another Blue Jay touchdown but
four attemptswereincomplete as
time ran out in thefirst half with
Conway leading 14-6.

Third quarter

Roeder returned the kickoff to
the 33. Haussermann plowed
aheadfortwo. After anincomplete
pass, Roeder gained nothing.
Roeder punted and theball rolled
dead on the Conway 24. Seiwert
gained six yards before senior
tackle Sean Lauer tackled him.
Graham dropped Wykes for no
gain but Seiwert cameto theres-
cueonceagainfor the Cardsashe
got loose to the Norton 26 where
Sloan made the tackle. Seiwert
gained six more yards, then lost
oneyard as Lauer burst through
thelinetodrophim. Seiwertranto
thellforafirstdownbeforeOver-
lease could tackle him. Linn
gained two yards as junior line-
backer KyleKatscameuptomake
thetackle. Seiwertrantothe6and
thentothe 3. Onfourth down, the
BlueJay defenseheldasL auer and
Thieletackled Seiwertfor nogain.
TheBlue Jaystook over the ball.

Roeder sneaked for threeyards.
After anincomplete pass, Roeder
connectedwith Rushtononthe14.
Roeder sneakedtothe 15for afirst
down. Kohfeld ranfor two yards.
After anincomplete pass, Roeder
hit Rushtononthe20butitwasn’t
enoughfor afirstdown. Hepunted
but theball went out of boundson
the Norton 37.

Seiwert ran for three yards be-
fore Griffiths and Pfannenstiel
tackled him. Seiwert gained two
moreasGrahamand Pfannenstiel
made the stop. Wykes passed to
Cox and Kats and Sloan tackled
him on the 14. Seiwert ran to the
7, then Wykesran akeeper for an
apparent touchdown but holding
ontheCardsnullifiedtheplay and
moved the ball back to the 17.
Sloan broke up one passing at-
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Norton’s senior quarterback Dan

Roeder(below) received an escort from junior tackle
Michael Sprigg for a big gain. Roeder was the leading
rusher for the Blue Jays, averaging nearly five yards per
carry. In the background is senior guard Brian Luft (No.

78).

— Telegram photos by Dick Boyd

tempt but Wykeswent back tothe
air and completed a touchdown
pass to senior end Chad Orton.
Sloanblockedtheextrapointkick
attempt and it was 20-6 with 10
seconds | eft.

Roeder returned the kickoff to
the 24. With Lauer leading the
way, Kohfeld ran for afirst down
onthe34asthequarter endedwith
Conway on top 20-6.

Fourth quarter

Haussermann plungedfor three
yards, apasswasincomplete, then
Roeder connectedwithMaddy for
afirst down on the Norton 47.
Roeder then passed to Rushtonon
the Conway 46. Roeder ran a
keeper for afirst down on the 40,
then legged the pigskin to the 30
for another first down. After two
incompl ete passes, Roeder ran to
the23. Onfourthandthree, apass
fell incompleteand Conway took
over. Seiwert gainedjusttwoyards
before junior Blake Hillebrand
and Griffiths combined for the
tackle. Bengefoundrunningroom
for afirst downonthe Conway 41
before Overlease tackled him.
Seiwert gained three moreyards.
A fumbleinthebackfield wasre-
covered by the Cards for atwo
yardlossby Wykesranakeeper to
the50. Onfourthand one, Seiwert
ran to the Norton 47 for afirst
down. Wykes picked up three
yards on a keeper before Maddy
tackled him. Seiwert rantothe 25
for afirst down, then gained four
more yards before Lauer and
Hillebrand madethetackle. Benge
tried the Norton line but lost two
yards when Kats and Griffiths
combined for the tackle. Wykes
wenttotheair. Overlease stepped
in front of hisintended receiver,
caught theball and sprinted down
the Conway sideline for atouch-
down. Foley kicked the extra
point, makingthescore20-13with
2:40|eft inthe game.

Foley’s onside kick bounced
closetosevera Nortonplayersbut
nonecould maketherecovery and
the Cards got the ball on the 35.
Seiwert got another big runtothe
Norton 25. He gained three more
yards before Lauer and Mann
tackled him. Next, Seiwert ran to
the18wherejunior tackleMichael
Sprigg made the tackle. Seiwert
rantothe11foranotherfirstdown
and Conway ran out the clock.

Senior linebacker Bo Pfan-

nenstiel wasthe leader in tackles
once again. He had eight solos,
twoassistsfor 10total tackles. He
wasfollowedby C.J. Thiele, seven
solos, two assists; Jered Sloan,
seven solos, one assist; Sean
Lauer, five solos, three assists;
Tom Graham, four solos, three
assists; Aaron Overlease, four so-
los, Dan Roeder, three solos, one
assist; Kyle Kats, two solos, two
assists; BruceRushton, Kai Mann,
threesol oseach; RyanMaddy, two
solos, oneassist; Michael Sprigg,
one solo, two assists; Joel Grif-
fiths, three assists; Blake Hille-
brand, two sol os; Josh Green, one
assist.

Roeder was the leading rusher
for Norton with 56 yards on 12
carries. Heal so completed 9 of 28

passesfor 116 yards. Other rush-
ers for Norton were Kohfeld, 5
carriesfor 6 yards; Haussermann,
4for 15yards; Overlease, 4 for 6
yards; Seth Mills, 1 for 0.

Sloan was the leading pass re-
ceiver with 3 catchesfor 60yards,
followed by Rushton, 4for 44 and
Maddy, 2 for 22.

Roeder had 2 kickoff returnsfor
31 yards and Green had 1 for 7
yards.

Foley hadthreekickoffsfor a44
yard average.

“We played hard and gave a
great effort,” said Coach Graber.
“Wedidn't play aswell aswecan
but they get credit for that. They
dominatedthelineonbothsidesof
the ball. They were bigger and
stronger and they are well

coached.

“They overpowered us inside
most of the day. They did agreat
jobof blockingusandwecouldn't
make plays on Seiwert. We did &
lot of thingsright defensively but
were still getting blocked. They
hurt us in the passing game. We
had people on their receivers but
just got beat.

“Offensively, we couldn’t run
on them and we had too many
passes dropped.

“We needed something big tc
happenanditdidn’tuntil [ateinthe
gamewhen Overleaseinterceptec
the passfor atouchdown. He had
agreat game with two intercep-
tions. Sloan also played well. He
had aton of tacklesand somegood
pass receptions. Our defensive
ends Thiele and Griffiths playeo
well, too.

“Therewereal ot of plusesabout
thegameother thanthefinal score.
It wasagreat high school experi-
ence. It wasabeautiful day, great
crowds on both sides, very few
penalties, well officiated and both
teams played with good sports-
manship.

“1 haveatremendousamount of
respect for Coach Mark Blissand
hisplayers. They deservedtowin.
They lost four Division | players
off last year’s team and are still
playing well. Someone will have
to play awfully well to beat them.
They can hurt you in so many
ways. It'shardtoget tothetopand
harder to stay there.

“I"mreally proudof our players.
They had agreat year. | hopethey
can put thislast one behind them.
A lot of teamswould love to say
they were 11-1. Our seniorswere
31-4in the last three years anc
that’s tough to beat. And, they
wereall contributorsto our team.

“We had 12-15 e-mails from
former playersand | read them to
our players. | wanted our players
to understand that playing for
Norton stays with you. These
former playersaretill part of the
family andthey wantedtheseplay-
erstowinasmuch asthey wantec
towinwhen they were playing.

“We are losing alot of gooc
players but our cupboard isn’t
bare. We havealot of good young
players. Our junior varsity was
undefeated. Our younger players
hopefully understand that they
must make the commitment tc
work year around to make them-
selves bigger, stronger and faster
so that they will have the same
opportunitiesasthisyear’steam.”

Thisyear’s senior members of
the Norton football team were
Jered Sloan, Jared Foley, Charlie
Foley, Kevin Lentz, Bruce
Rushton, Dan Roeder, Josh Green,
Brandon  Otter,  Jordon
Haussermann, Charlie Kohfeld,
Bo Pfannenstiel, Tom Graham,
Mark Smith Maybon, Kai Mann,
C.J. Thiele, Joel Griffiths, Sean
Lauer and Brian Luft.

Auto Service Repair
Problem Solved!

Complete Computer Diagnosis

CAREFUL ATTENTION SETS
OUR SERVICE SHOP
APART FROM OTHERS
~Tune-ups ~Air Conditioner
~Brakes ~Exhaust System
~Shocks ~Radiator Repair

WALTER

MOTOR COMPANY
NORTON—1-800-479-3112 (877-3112)

Construction

OVERLEASE
CONSTRUCTION

£R 785-877-2115

% 410 South Street
el .2 emodeling +Additions «Custom Cabinets

Call Greg Overlease for all your carpentry needs

Bulletin Board

Business and Professional Directory

Your Guide to Services Available in Northwest Kansas

Auto Glass Repair
E~*AQ
NOoVUS

AUTO GLASS REPAIR & HEPLAC!I!N"
Frank and Pauline Kaiser-Owners

P.O. Box 93
Long Island, KS 67447

888-247-5153

CALL MOBILE,
WE COME TO YOU

Insurance usually waives deductible on repairs

Hot Opportunity

Wouldn’t Your Ad Look Great Here???
Call Carol or Barbara

877-3361

Good Investment

Wouldn’t
Your Ad
Look Great
Here—Call
877-3361

CALL

Spaces Always
Available:

1’ per month — $42.50
2”” per month — $76.50
3”” — per month — $103.50

Give Your Business the Attention it Deserves!!
N
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