HE NORTON

TELEGRAM

WEDNESDAY, November 19, 2003
PAGE 2

\We don't need

any more

gambling

There’ll be another big push for more casino gambling in the

Kansas Legislature this year.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, who appointed a special commission to
study the issue, likely will get behind the drive. She’ll say the state
could use the revenue and the jobs, but that’s an open question.

Lots of interests are willing to spend big money pushing gam-
bling, and most of them stand to make money. Race track owners
have lost most of their profits to casinos; they want slots to boost
their fortunes. Suppliers want to open up our state. Others want
to start new gambling operations.

There’s no denying the appeal of casino games. A glance at
state traffic statistics shows that U.S. 75 averages 10,000 cars per
day north of Topeka, and just 5,000 north of Holton, meaning
that a lot of people exit at the Indian casinos up there.

If casinos out in the middle of nowhere draw like that, imagine
what they could do in or near major Kansas cities.

There’s money to be made in the casino business.

But the question remains, do we really want or need more

gambling in Kansas?

Time was when the state looked on gambling, liquor and prosti-

tution as vices to be suppressed.

All of those can be destructive

and addictive, especially liquor and gaming.
But we found it next to impossible to get rid of Demon Rum,

and there’s always been a horse
this state, legal or not.

book or a card game going on in

Then the state latched onto gambling as a money-making
scheme and got into the business itself. The state lottery opened
the door for Indian casinos and the Legislature gave us gambling

at dog and horse tracks.

The tracks made money for a while, but big “riverboat” casinos
over in Missouri have siphoned much of the profit, and the Indian

casinos have taken the rest.

But gambling as a business depends on the immutable fact that
people lose money. Otherwise, there’d be no profit for the house.
Someone has to be paying the casino’s bills.

Legalizing gambling puts the state in the position of encourag-
ing vice, not suppressing it. The state’s Lotto game is pretty much
the same as the mob’s old numbers racket, though the mob used

to give better odds.

Is that what we want for Kansas?
Now that we’re making money off liquor and gambling, should
we also consider taxing marijuana and prostitution? Or maybe

state-run brothels?

It’s almost impossible to win the battle against vice by passing
laws, or we’d have made it work during Prohibition. It’s another
thing altogether to have the state promoting a vice, but with
gambling, that’s what we’re doing.

More casinos?

The $50 million the state stands to make would be a drop in the
budget. We’ve no obligation to bail out track owners or make big

casino firms rich.

From this point, there’s plenty
state already, maybe more than
great.

Let’s just say no.

of gambling opportunities in our
enough. The social costs are

— Steve Haynes
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Casual profanity makes her see red

Thefol lowing column addressesan
issuethat may be offensive. If you
do not wish to be exposed to
graphiclanguage, please stop now.

11

Between thetwo of us, imand | keep
the highways hot going to and from the
county seatswherewework.

Most of those milesare spent listening
to the radio. And even though | worked
many years for a country radio station,
youwill usually find ustuned to aChris-
tian station.

Today we learned that the Federal
Communications Commission has
granted permissionfor the*F" wordtobe
used onany televisionor radio show, any-
time day or night. The commission said
the word can be used whenever desired
except in sexual situations.

Well, duh! A sexual situationisthelast
placeitgetsused. That wordgetsbandied
about with such a casual air that it has
taken onthemeaning of averb, an adjec-
tive, maybe evenanoun.

Now you and | both know what | mean

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

when | say “the‘F word”. But that cer-
tainly doesn’tmean| wanttohearitwhile
I’mhaving my morning coffeeor watch-
ing television with my granddaughters.
Thefedshaveprotected usover theyears
fromoffensivevulgaritiesontheairways,
but ever so slowly those guidelineshave
eroded. Proper language has become a
gray area.

Liberalswill say, “That’ stheway real
peopletalk. Programming merely reflects
themorals of the community.”

| say, “ Perhapspeopletalk that way, but
they shouldn’t.”

The way we speak to one another re-
flects the respect we have for each other
andfor our society. Y our right tosay what
you want stopswhere my earsbegin.

Problem is most conversations don't
comewithawarning label (likethiscol-
umndid)toaertthelistener astothecon-
tent. It s too late after you' ve already
heardit.

Y oucan't" unhear” something. Nor can
you forget it. There is nothing positive
gained from hearing vul garities.

Even adults who do use vulgar lan-
guage don’t want their childrento useit.
I’ veseenkidsget their mouthswashed out
for speaking the same words they have
heard their parents say.

In the early days of television, there
were about seven wordsthat couldn’t be
uttered.

By today’ sstandards, it seemspuritani-
cal that pregnant was once a prohibited
word. Now, onany givencop show some-
body is“kn—ed up”; they aren’t merely
mad, they are* pi—ed of f” ; someoneisn’t
stupid, they areab—head. Thelinekeeps
getting pushed farther and farther back.

If there was ever a time when you
shouldwriteyour congressman, thisisit.

Allittakesforevil toprevail isfor afew
good peopleto do nothing.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR:

TotheEditor:

Aswe prepare for our Thanksgiving
Day celebrations, it is a specia timeto
reflect on the bounty most of us enjoy
every day.

It isatimeto remember that our food,
and products used to produce our cloth-
ing, housing, medicines, fuel and other
productsused on adaily basisdidn’t just
appear in astore. They got there, thanks
to atremendous partnership of farmers
and ranchers, processors, brokers, truck-
ers, shippers, advertisers, wholesal ersand
retailers.

National Farm-City Week, the seven
daysleadingtoandincluding Thanksgiv-
ing Day, has been proclaimed each year
by the President, to emphasize the suc-
cessful partnerships between rural and

urban residents who make our food and
fiber systemthe envy of theworld.

“Partnersin Progress’ is the ongoing
themeof Farm-City Week. Thekey isthe
interdependence among those who pro-
ducetheproducts, thosewho consumethe
products, and all thosein the production
and marketing chain between the pro-
ducer and consumer.

Farmers and ranchers do not work
alone. Farmworkers, researchers, proces-
sors, shippers, truck drivers, inspectors,
wholesalers, agribusinesses, marketers,
advertisers, retailers and consumers all
play important rolesintheincrediblepro-
ductivity of our nation’s food and fiber
system.

Thisweek, aswegather withfamily and
friendsaroundthe Thanksgivingtable, it

isfitting that we count among our bless-
ingsthevital farm-city partnershipsthat
have done so much to improve the qual-
ity of our lives. Rural and urban commu-
nities working together have made the
most of our rich agricultural resources,
and they continue to contribute to our
health and well-being and to the strength
of our economy.

Itisatimeto say “Thank You” to all
those who make the Farm-City connec-
tion so successful.

CharlaSprigg

Megan Mapes

Marilyn Donahey

Women's Committee
Norton County Farm Bureau

Conway Springs salutes Norton

To the entire Norton community and
the school system:

| would liketo expressmy gratitudeto
all of youfor what you showed onand of f
thefootball fieldlast Saturday in Conway
Springs.

Fromthetimeyou enteredintoour sta-
dium until thetimethat thelast Blue Jay
fanboardedthebus, you showed tremen-
dous sportsmanship as well as common
courtesy.

Lastyear, wetraveledtoNortontoplay
atremendous Blue Jay team and | was
completely impressed by your commu-
nity, coaches, and players. You have
much to be proud of in Norton and this
year’ sfootbal | teamissimply another rea-
sonto be proud.

Y our band, cheerleaders and fans are
also jewelsin your crown. In football,
there can only be one winner on the
scoreboard.

However, on Saturday, | feltlikethere

were two communitiesthat won.

It seemsthat intheworld welivein, it
isimportant to show others up or try to
makeit apoint to put othersdown.

| saw none of that from either side on
Saturday and therefore, we all win. |
spoke with afew of your playersasthey
exited the field and tried to give some
comfort in the fact that they had a great

year and that there is no reason for any-

one from Norton to hang their head.

Thank all of youfor what youareasacom-

munity and school.

Y oushould beproudand ! will forever
hold Nortonin high regard.

Respectfully,

Clay Murphy -

Supt. Conway Springs School s

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



