Storms caused roof damage

The recent rain storms and ex-
treme winds has caused a lot of
property damage around town.
The City is in the process of
cleaning up numerous downed
trees and broken branches.

There has been a lot of roof
damage as well. If your property
needs roof repairs, the follow-
ing are city requirements:

The City of Norton requires
the purchase of a $5 building

permit to re-roof a structure.

City code only allows up to a
maximum of two layers of as-
phalt shingles.

If the structure has any wood
shake shingles, they will be re-
quired to be removed prior to
any re-roofing being done.

The contractors are required
to be registered with the Kansas
Attorney General’s Office under
the Kansas Roofers Registration

Act.

The contractor is also required
to have an insurance certificate
on file at the Norton City Office.

If you have any questions re-
garding the requirements on re-
roofing or any other city codes
in Norton, please contact Jeff
Wolf, Norton City Code En-
forcement Officer, at (785) 877-
5000.

Rain welcome, but drought persists

Take one long drought that
settled over Kansas for years.
Add several inches of rain over
a few short weeks. The result is
the farmer’s version of feast or
famine.

Recent rain across Kansas
may have come in time to help
some of the drought-stressed
wheat in northern counties, but
too late in southern counties that
are about to harvest, said Jim
Shroyer, agronomy professor
with Kansas State University.

“I never thought I'd see this
- in a drought year, and we’re
approaching too much rain,”
said Shroyer, a wheat special-
ist with K-State Research and
Extension, in describing the
most recent weather system that
dumped three inches or more in
some areas. “If there are green
leaves left on wheat plants, the
moisture helps. In other parts of
the state it could delay harvest,
and sprouting is even possible.”

“An  optimistic  pessimist
would say, ‘it will rain, but it
will rain during harvest.” The
irony here has not been lost on
producers,” he said.

Much of Kansas and other
Plains states have been locked
in a drought for three years or
more, but late-spring rains have
eased conditions somewhat.

Still, the United States
Drought Monitor www.drought-
monitor.unl.edu on June 3
showed virtually the entire state
experiencing abnormally dry
to extreme drought conditions,
with some areas in exceptional
drought.

“It’s been one tough year. The
wheat is stressed,” said Shroy-
er, adding that the drought had
taken a toll on wheat that also
was hit by spring freeze damage
in some areas. “Producers have
said this is the worst the wheat
has ever looked.”

Shroyer, who traveled through
north-central Kansas on June
10, said he’d even seen scab - a
disease that favors wet condi-
tions - on some wheat in Cloud
and Clay counties - not so un-
usual in rainy years but highly
unusual in drought years.

“I don’t think it will be wide-
spread, but it shows you even in
dry years, if moisture hits at the
right time, you can have a prob-
lem. What’s good for wheat is
also good for disease and vice
versa,” he said.

Kansas Agricultural Statistics
rated the Kansas wheat crop
as of June 8 at 28 percent very
poor, 35 poor, 26 fair, 10 good
and one excellent.

Based on June 1 conditions,
Kansas’ 2014 winter wheat
crop was forecast at 244 million
bushels, down 24 percent from
last year and the smallest since
1989, according to the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture. The average yield was

forecast at 29 bushels per acre,
down 9 from last year and the
lowest since 1996.

Moisture  deficits
across the state

“While some isolated loca-
tions saw significant rain in
May, division and state-wide
totals were well below average
coming into June,” said Mary
Knapp, assistant climatologist
for Kansas, referring to nine
climatological divisions in Kan-
sas. “The southeast fared best,
with a divisional average of
3.25 inches, but that was only
57 percent of normal for the
month.”

“West-central and southwest
Kansas fared the worst,” Knapp
said. “Both divisions averaged
less than an inch for May - 0.93
inch to be exact. For west-cen-
tral counties that translates to
29 percent of normal, and for
southwest counties, 35 percent
of normal.”

“The rainfall has been wel-
come, but continued normal to
above-normal precipitation is
needed to reverse the long-term
deficits,” said Chip Redmond,
manager of the Kansas Weather
Data Library. “Unfortunately,
there is still quite a bit needed
for recovery from the drought.
Year-to-date state average pre-
cipitation is just 56 percent of
normal. Also, much of the rain
fell in a short period of time.
This allowed for some runoff,
which helped raise pond levels,
but didn’t allow for deep pen-
etration to address the subsoil
moisture deficit.”

As of June 8, Kansas Agri-
cultural Statistics rated topsoil
moisture statewide at 17 percent
very short, 25 short, 52 adequate
and six surplus. Subsoil mois-
ture was rated 29 percent very
short, 37 short, 34 adequate and
zero surplus.

Rain boosts row crop pros-
pects

“The rain in the last couple of
days will alleviate the drought
conditions around the state and
will provide a good starting
point for all of the row crops,”
said Ignacio Ciampitti, crop
production specialist with K-
State Research and Extension.

Reports from Kansas Mesonet
weather stations across the state
show St. Francis in Cheyenne
County received 3.40 inches of
rain in the period May 1-June 8,
while Tribune (Greeley County)
received 2.16 inches. Hugoton
(Stevens) received 1.93 inches;
Jewell (Jewell County) 5.53;
Hays (Ellis County) 2.65; and
Anthony in Harper County,
4.84. Hiawatha (Brown County)
received 6.49 inches; Olathe
(Johnson) 3.99; and Columbus
(Cherokee) 4.70.

As of June 8, Kansas Agricul-
tural Statistics rated the newly
emerged corn crop at two per-

persist

cent very poor, six percent poor,
45 fair, 42 good and five percent
excellent. Ninety-five percent
of the crop had emerged, ahead
of 89 percent last year but about
the same as average.

“One of the most critical fac-
tors for corn during emergence
is the uniformity of the seed-
lings. Uneven corn stands cause
yield losses,” said Ciampitti,
noting that the main factors af-
fecting uniformity are soil mois-
ture, soil temperature, seeding
depth and good seed-soil con-
tact. Planting dates are also a
factor.

Soil temperature - prefer-
ably about 50 degrees Fahr-
enheit - is also a key factor in
soybean emergence: “Although
soybeans can emerge at lower
temperatures, stand uniformity
and the final number of plants
can be compromised,” said Ci-
ampitti, who is conducting a
study regarding soybeans and
soil temperatures in diverse ar-
eas from central to eastern parts
of the state.

Kansas Agricultural Statistics
reported that 66 percent of the
2014 Kansas soybean crop had
emerged as of June 8, ahead of
40 percent last year and 55 av-
erage. The crop was rated one
percent very poor, two poor, 45
fair, 47 good and five excellent.

The state’s sorghum crop was
50 percent planted as of June
8, the same as last year but be-
hind 59 percent average, Kansas
Agricultural Statistics reported.
Emergence at 17 percent lagged
22 percent on that date in 2013
and 30 percent average.

Sorghum is one of those
plants that can compensate and
adjust to diverse environments,
including moisture conditions,
Ciampitti said. The compen-
sation process is governed by
changes in the number of tillers,
head size and final seed weight.

He encourages producers to
determine their desired plant
population based on average
rainfall and expected growing
conditions: “There is no need to
go overboard.”

In addition, producers should
plant enough seed for their de-
sired plant population, he said.
About 65-70 percent field ger-
mination is a good general rule
to use.

“Think about using narrower
row spacing to close the canopy
sooner and potentially capture
greater yields in yield environ-
ments of 70-90 bushels per acre
or more,” Ciampitti said. “Plant-
ing date and hybrid selection are
tied together and are related to
the conditions experienced by
sorghum plants during the late
summer. Think about this be-
fore deciding your planting time
and selecting a hybrid.”

Refinancing loan saves County money

By DANA PAXTON
dpaxton@nwkansas.com
It was a very short day for the
Norton County Commissioners
at their June 9 meeting. Only
one visitor had an appointment
to discuss refinancing of a loan
for the emergency medical ser-
vices building.
Mark Detter of Wichita’s
Central States Capital Markets

Aquatic

informed the commissioners
that they could now refinance
the loan on the building which
currently held a 5 percent inter-
est rate down to a 2.8 percent
interest rate. The original loan
was taken out in 2009.

A motion was made to accept
the refinancing rate and it was
voted on and agreed on by all
three commissioners at accept

Resolution 2014-09 doing just
that. By doing this the county
will save $22,509.47 over the
next ten years. This will make
the yearly payment $34,494.94
which country clerk, Robert
Wyatt said could be taken care
of after the meeting. After going
through that process then came
the signing of all the paperwork.

(Continued From Page 1)

There was an electrical issue
that delayed Wednesday’s open-
ing for two hours. Lively said
everything at the new facility is
automated and the problem re-
quired an electrician to be called

to fix it.

“Learning the equipment is
more stressful than being at the
pool. I enjoy working with the
public, so they can enjoy the fa-
cility.”

The Norton Aquatic Center’s
hours of operation are noon to 8

p-m., Monday through Saturday,
and 1-8 p.m. on Sunday.

“It was a battle to get the
pool. Whether you were for it or
against, it’s beautiful, so come
out and try it.”
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A total loss

The Lenora Fire Department responded to a vehicle fire Tuesday afternoon, three
miles east of Lenora, according to Fire Chief Terry Peterson. The truck was a total loss
but there were no injuries. Three trucks and seven firemen responded to the fire.

—Courtesy photo

POBLIE RECORD

District Court

These transactions were taken
from the records of filings in
the offices of the District Court
clerk at the Norton County
Courthouse.

Traffic and Wildlife and Parks
cases are given to the paper
when the fines are paid.

June 5

April 8-Daniel Allen Da-
vidson, Olathe, Kan.; Charge:
Speeding 67 in 55; Found:
Guilty; Fine: $153.

May 25-David Earl Fisher,
Littleton, Colo.; Charge: Speed-
ing 76 in 65; Found: Guilty;
Fine: $147.

April 21-Todd B. Foutch,
Omaha, Neb.; Charge: Speed-
ing 74 in 65; Found: Guilty;
Fine: $147.

May 1-Johnathan Ryan Har-
ris, Bevier, Mo.; Charge: Failure
to wear seatbelt; Found: Guilty;
Fine: $10.

May 15-Gregory A. Jacob-
son, Blue Springs, Mo.; Charge:
Speeding 78 in 65; Found:
Guilty; Fine: $159.

May 29-Derrick P. James,
Logan; Charge: Failure to wear
seatbelt; Found: Guilty; Fine:
$10.

May 9-Luz Moreno, Hast-
ings, Neb.; Charge: Speeding
77 in 65; Found: Guilty; Fine:
$153.

April 30-James Paul Schild,
Oberlin; Charge: Speeding 81
in 65; Found: Guilty.

April 30-James Paul Schild,
Oberlin; Charge: Driving on
right side of roadway required;
Found: Guilty; Fine: $252.

May 4-Scott S. Schrum, Nor-
ton; Charge: Failure to wear
seatbelt; Found: Guilty; Fine:
$10.

Dec. 8-Steven D. Smith, Vir-
ginia, Ill.; Charge: Improper
parking; Found: Guilty; Fine:
$141.

May 21-Travis R. Stevens,
Kearney, Neb.; Charge: Speed-
ing 78 in 65; Found: Guilty;
Fine: $159.

April 24-Aaron Gerard White,
Littleton, Colo.; Charge: Speed-
ing 74 in 65; Found: Guilty;

Fine: $147.

May 20-Casandra A. Ayala,
Lenora; Charge: Violation of
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism
laws; 1st conviction, No Fish-
ing License; Found: Guilty;
Fine $146.

May 23-Kenneth D. Cole
Jr., McCook, Neb.; Charge:
Wildlife, Parks and Recreation,
Boating and Water Activities,
no serviceable fire extinguisher;
Found: Guilty; Fine: $141.

May 16-Dennis L. Hayes, Le-
vant, Kan.; Charge: Violation
of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism
laws; 1st conviction, Took four
illegal length saugeye.

May 24-Martin Glen Hilt, St.
Francis, Kan.; Charge: Boating,
Operate vessel not equipped as
required by law, Personal Flo-
tation Devices not accessible;
Found: Guilty; Fine: $146.

May 17-Verlyn Lheureux,
Omabha, Neb.; Charge: Wildlife,
Parks and Recreation, Boating
and Water Activites, Personal
Flotation Devices not accessi-
ble; Found: Guilty; Fine: $146.

Newlife

let's Do Tea

National Iced Tea Month
All Teas 10 % OFF

Buy one, get one

Teapots

Checkusouton rL']

212 Norris Ave.
McCook, Ne

Happy Anniversary

Newlife is Celebrating 4 years
< in downtown McCook =

20 % OFF
store wide

*excludes Let’s Do Tea items

Gelebration Starts
June 23 th-28th

Free Event

Bike Blessing
Noon June 28th
Featuring lunch, blessing,
scavenger hunt and ride.
Prizes and Prayers




