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“The Myths of Christmas”

By Preacher/Teacher Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Ministries

MYTH # 1: Angels sing: “Angels we
have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er
the plain...” - from “Angels We Have
Heard on High” “Sing, choirs of angels,
singinexultation,O sing all ye bright hosts
of heaven above...” - from “O Come, All
Ye Faithful” “Peace on the earth, good-will
to men, from heav’n’s all-gracious King;
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear
the angels sing.” - from “It Came Upon
the Midnight Clear” These are all blessed,
wonderful songs of celebration of the Lord
Jesus’s birth that we can sing. In contrast,
however,nowhere in Scripture did angels
SING! Scripturerecords angels speaking,
proclaiming, sounding trumpets, even
shouting,butthe Bible never says anything
about angels singing.

MYTH#2: Three Wise Men: The Bible
account in Matthew 2: 1 says that “Magi
fromthe eastcame to Jerusalem and asked
[of King Herod], ‘Where is the one who
has been born king of the Jews?’” Again,
nowhere in Scripture does itrecord exactly
how many magi (or “wise men”) there
were that traveled to worship the Christ
Child. Itis tradition that has claimed there
were three, probably based on the three
types of gifts that are recorded in Scripture:
gold, frankincense,and myrrh. Christmas
tradition,also,through Nativity scenes and
movies, tends to place the magi coming
to see the Baby in the manger. However,
Matthew records that they came to “the
house [where] they saw the child with
his mother, Mary.” They had apparently
come on the scene days or maybe even
weeks after Jesus had been born. Joseph
and Mary, by that time, would have found
a little better lodging for themselves and
the Child in Bethlehem.

Laterin His life,Jesus spoke some harsh
words to the religious leaders of his day.
He said, “You have a fine way of setting
aside the commands of God in order to
observe your own traditions...thus, you
nullify the Word of God by your tradition
that you have handed down.” His warning
echoes down to us through the ages: do not
let the traditions of men make the Word of

The “myths” noted above, even if
believed, will probably have no effect on
your eternal destiny. They are interesting
things to learn about but are basically
spiritually neutral. In contrast, there are
many religious traditions today that are
spiritually fatal and will abolish saving
faith in your heart. The truth of the gospel

is this: eternal salvation is a gift received
by grace alone, through faith alone, in
Jesus Christ alone! “Here is a trustworthy
saying that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners-- of whom I am the worst.” --Paul,
[ Timothy 1: 15

God to have no effect in your lives.

How far will you go in life? In the dictionary, the word “success”
is listed as a noun. But is it possible that true success can be viewed
as an ongoing journey, perhaps more aptly a verb? If so, what is the
route and where do we find our direction? What about the detours
along the way? Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” How far
will you go in life? Begin by worshipping at your house of worship
this week; you will go as far as your faith takes you.

Weekly Scripture Reading

Philippians  Philippians Philippians
2.1-30 3.1-2 41-23
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How Fr Will You Go?

Hebrews
1.1-14

Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society
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Matthew
11-17

Hebrews
3.1-19

Hebrews
2.1-18

Norton Animal Health Center
Complete Large and Small Animal Service
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411
Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Engel’s Sales and Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines and
Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

Bridges Group Inc.
“Serving the Norton
Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

CANSAS CLASOIFIEDS

ADNE

WORK

Help Wanted

Anthony, Kansas is seeking
Electric Maintenance Worker I
(Electric Department Lineman).
Vocational degree in electricity
is preferred. Applications and
complete job description: www.
anthonykansas.org. 620-842-
5434.EOE.

Help Wanted

Heavy Equipment Operator
Training! Bulldozers, Backhoes,
Excavators. 3 Weeks Hands
On Program. Local Job
Placement Assistance. National
Certifications. GI Bill Benefits

Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted

Partners In Excellence OTR
Drivers APU Equipped Pre-Pass
EZ-pass passenger policy. 2012
& Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. Butler Transport 1-800-
528-7825 www.butlertransport.
com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or driveforprime.com

Your hometown.

Their future.

Imagine the possibilities for
your community if everyone
designated just 5% of their
estates to hometown needs.

With the help of community
foundations, we can create
permanent sources of
funding for local charities,
schools, churches, parks,
and so much more!

KEEP 5

INKANSAS
A little planning. A big impact.

Learn more at
keepfiveinkansas.com

KANDAY

T YEAR SUBSCRIPTION=4 Issues MAGAZINE
+WaLL CALENDAR+OUTDOOR GUIDE

SUBSCRIBE ONLINEgAT KANSASMAE.COM
OR CALL 800-678-6424
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Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive 5 2
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank” © 2009 Hometown Gontent
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas "From the Horse's Mouth"
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Moffet Drug Store Security Abstract Company Bailey Electric HIA|H AN
“Prescription Specialists” Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Serving Norton and Decatur County | [C|E N|E
Hallmark Cards and Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Residential and Commercial s|HIE NIE
Russell Stover Candies 214 E. Washington - Norton Licensed and Insured
102 S. State - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 Bucket Truck Service S|E|L E[D
Phone 785-877-2721 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner 785-871-1967 - Mark Bailey

Edward j one s® Philip J. Iserhagen

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING | 1nancial Advisor

418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas
Bus. 785-877-3373 * TF 855-877-3373
philip.isernhagen@edwardjones.com
Fax: 877-479-6130 * www.edwardjones.com

Town and Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet and Evening Specials
Party and Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.

Brenda Sanders, Owner and Staff
East Hwy. 36 - 877-3511 - Norton, Kansas

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl «Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-475-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

Abel Tree Service
- Rov ABEL -

Fully Insured * Bucket Truck
 FREE ESTIMATES +
Stump Grinder
Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas

The Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Phone 785-877-3361
Fax: 785-877-3732
Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com
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