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Cattlemen
express value of
Kansas farm law

Last week, the Kansas Judicial Advisory Committee, with pressure from some
Kansas legislators, the administration, and multinational corporations citing con-
stitutional concerns, recommended that the Kansas corporate farming law be re-
written so that multinational corporations be allowed to buy up Kansas’ natural
resources and penetrate rural communities.

In recent years, large farming corporations have tried to move into Kansas, but
have been met with a Kansas law that limits corporate involvement in agriculture,
protecting the interests of Kansans by prohibiting corporations from owning or
leasing agricultural land in Kansas. The law does make exemptions for family
farm corporations and other small corporations and partnerships formed by Kan-
sans. The law also makes exceptions for forest and nursery products, swine, rab-
bits, poultry, dairy and feedlot operations.

“This law was put in place by our Kansas legislators more than 80 years ago to
protect our economy and rural communities and provide opportunities for Kansas
farmers and ranchers to compete in the marketplace,” said Brandy Carter, chief
executive officer of the association. “Now, because of corporate interests, there
are people that want to repeal or re-write this law. They are using constitutionality
as their way out of this law, but no court has found the Kansas law to be uncon-
stitutional.

“There have been arguments that bringing large farm corporations in will help
rural communities. However, these large farm corporations will compete with in-
dependent producers. Moreover, these out-of-state and foreign-owned businesses
do not help rejuvenate rural communities. Money leaves the community.

Farming operations, owned by Kansans and local residents put money into the
community, they have ties to the community and work collaboratively with neigh-
bors to put value into the community.”

The association maintains that it is important to maintain Kansas corporate
farming laws.

“Small businesses, which consist of independent operations, are the backbone
of Kansas’ economy. Independent producers, often living on the land, and family
operations are not just a business though,” Carter said, “but a way of life. They
have a vested interest in environmental stewardship because the land remains in
the family for generations.

“Most importantly, food confidence and food safety are critical to our nation’s
health. Sourcing food from a larger number of smaller producers helps prevent
mass contamination and protects the food system providing safe food for consum-
ers.

“This year, there seemed to be a lot of pressure on legislators in the Statehouse
by corporate interests and ag groups and leaders with corporate ties. There was
a big lobbying push to change this law. Because it did not happen, other avenues
are being used to circumvent the process of having the people being heard and
represented.

“What is unfortunate in the effort to address constitutionality by rewriting this
law, local and county rights could be taken away from the people of Kansas. The
association hopes that legislators will stand up and represent the people who voted
them into office and value what Kansas farmers bring to their communities.”

Brandy Carter, Junction City
executive director
Kansas Cattlemen’s Association
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At the mercy of the health and justice systems

When a doctor says it is a routine
procedure, I always want to ask, for
whom? You or the patient? Nothing
reflects this as much as the 13 year old
California youth who has now been
declared brain dead, following a “rou-
tine” tonsillectomy. Life support was
scheduled to be disconnected at 5:00
P.M. Monday, December 30th, but the
court has given an extension, until Jan-
uary 7th, to determine her fate. Either
the family will find a treatment facility
and she will remain on life support or
she will be disconnected and die. No
matter what, everyone loses. The 13
year old girl underwent a procedure
with the belief she would awaken; her
family and friends struggle with “how
could this have happened”; medical
professionals wrestle with themselves
over a tragic outcome, and ethicists
grapple with what is right.

We talk so much of end of life plan-
ning in terms of the elderly, but the real
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struggles and anguish with end of life
decisions are in the young. The young
pregnant mother, the teen in a deadly
car crash, or a 13 year old tonsillec-
tomy patient all who border on death.
Remember the Terri Schiavo case?
President George W. Bush signed the
Palm Sunday Compromise designed to
keep Terri Schiavo alive. For 15 years,
14 appeals and numerous lawsuits she
had been kept alive through a feeding
tube. Her parents and her husband dif-
fered in the assessment of her condition
and her desire for life, initiating both a

medical and legal dilemma.

The young girl at the center of the
current debate is at the mercy of the
health and justice systems. To the par-
ents, she is alive. To the health profes-
sionals, without brain activity, she is
dead. To the justice system, legal is-
sues must be addressed. Until January
7th, Jahi McMath will remain on life
support. At that time, another series
of legal actions will determine what
happens. As one commentator noted,
many years ago death was one level...
dead. Without the machines to extend
life, when the heart stopped so did life.
Now there is a vegetative state, as in
the Terri Schiavo case, or, as in the case
of this young girl, brain dead.

My heart aches for all involved, but
one thing is for sure, death remains a
journey, not an event; a loss no matter
the circumstances; and tragic no matter
how routine. mkwoodyard@ruraltel.
net

Remembering the good old days

I’'m going to tell you a story and I
hope you laugh.

Many, many years ago four young la-
dies went to Aggieville on a cold Janu-
ary night. They went to Kite’s: the Frat
Bar. Being GDI's none of them had
been in there before. It was a Monday
so things were pretty quiet. They or-
dered a pitcher of beer.

For the youngsters, beer pitchers
used to be glass. It was heavy thick
glass. Probably because it made it seem
like there was more beer if you didn’t
take into account how much less vol-
ume you were getting because of the
thick glass. I'm really not sure how it
works, let’s face it: no one went to Ag-
gieville to do math!

Nonetheless it was considered cool
to possess a heavy glass beer pitcher
or a mug or whatever. Some bars sta-
tioned a bouncer by the door to prevent
such transfer of ownership. Kite’s did.

Ahhhh youth, after the beer was gone
the girls decided it would be fun to
have a beer pitcher for the dorm room.

One of them brazenly picked up the
pitcher, put her coat over it, walked by
the bouncer, and out the door.

It was his fault really. It was a Mon-
day. Things were very slow. He should
have been paying closer attention.

The beer pitcher languished in her
various abodes for years and years. She
had children and a son-in-law or two
and a grandchild. She told them about
the pitcher. It became sort of a legend
because she really was a nice person.
Not the sort you would think pilfered
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random service ware from bars and
restaurants.

One son-in-law was particularly in-
trigued by the pitcher. He attended the
same college and I’m guessing spent a
lot more time in Kite’s than his mother-
in-law. He is now a home owner; the
previous owners left a huge U-shaped
bar in the basement.

It seems a tad useless. He said, yeah,
I could have a keg here, but I hardly
ever drink. It was suggested he cut the
bar off to table height and get an office
chair. Then when his mother-in-law
came she could set her sewing ma-
chines on it and have a great time.

“If my mother-in-law starts spending
that much time here, I’'ll need a keg.”
was his reply. Kids today are so disre-
spectful! Whatever happened to nice
kids, the ones who went to Aggieville
on Monday nights----never mind-----

Of all the Aggieville bars of my
youth, Kite’s is the only one that re-
mains under the same name and in the
same location. It no longer has a repu-
tation of being a Frat Bar. They serve
food, even having another location,
where they mostly served food, for a

time. The food is very good.

Kite’s also manages Rusty’s. The
owner of Kite’s is Rusty. We know this
because at Christmas the lady in pos-
session of the pitcher decided to gift
it to the admiring son-in-law. Nothing
says “I love you and you are fully ac-
cepted into the family” like a hot beer
pitcher. But just in case the story was
ever forgotten it seemed like a good
idea to get it authenticated. So call
Kite’s. Talk to Bo.

“Bo, I’'m going to tell you a story and
I hope you laugh.”

He did.

He said “those pitchers are pretty
rare. I’d like to have one myself.”

It would have been pushing one’s
luck to ask how much it would be
worth to him to own it, I suppose!

Bo was very helpful. He offered to
print a Certificate of Authentication
on some nice cardstock complete with
Rusty’s signature.

He expressed concern it would not
arrive in time for Christmas. No wor-
ries, this matriarch’s beautiful family
was not celebrating Christmas until the
28th!

The packet arrived in time. Bo in-
cluded quite a nice amount of food
vouchers for Rusty’s and Kite’s.

Who says crime doesn’t pay?

Next time you find yourself in Ag-
gieville, visit Kite’s. I highly recom-
mend it, and stop by on your way, I’'m
not confessing to anything, but I do
have some gift certificates!
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