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”Selectlng a Christmas Glft”

By Preacher/Teacher Terry Laughlin, CrossRoads Ministries

Itis thattime of the year when
peoplereally start to get serious
about selecting Christmas gifts.

When purchasing Christmas
gifts one must first remember
what is being celebrated. “For
God so loved the world that He
gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall
not perish buthave eternal life”
(John 3:16).

The key thrust surrounding
the first Christmas was
proclamation. The angels
proclaimed, “Today in the town
of David a Savior has been
born to you; He is Christ, the
Lord” (Luke 2:11). After the
shepherds heard the good news
they went into Bethlehem and
found Joseph, Mary and the
baby Jesus. When they had
seen Him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told
them about the child; all who
heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them
(Luke 2: 16-18).

Ithasbeen overtwo thousand
years since this historical event
and there is just as much need
today as there was then to
proclaim the birth of Christ.
The Christmas celebration is
the perfect time to remind or
tell people about God’s plan of
redemption. After all, it is the
time of year we have chosen to

the birth of Christ, you must first
understand who Jesus is and the
purpose of His coming to earth.
Jesus is God’s perfect gift to the
world. He is fully God and fully
man. “In Christ all the fullness
of the Deity lives in bodily form”
(Colossians 2:9). Heis God in the
flesh. The beloved John tells us,
“In the beginning was the Word,

the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning” (John 1:
1,2). “The Word became flesh
and made His dwelling among
us. We have seen His glory, the
glory of the One and Only, who
came from the Father, full of grace
and truth” (John 1: 14). Mark
Lowry wrote about the incarnation
wonderfully when he wrote these

and the Word was with God, and
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This New Year, why not make a twofold resolution that will touch
every aspect of your life? First, resolve to try. Norman Vincent Peale
advises, “At least ten times every day affirm, ‘I expect the best and
with God’s help will attain the best’...this practice will bring all
your focus on the attainment of the best. It will bring the best to
you.” Now that you are trying with God’s help, refuse to fail. The
very fear of failure can drive away success. And even failure itself is
not failure when we learn from it, turning to God for guidance and
strength. In Isaiah 41:13 we read, “For [ am the Lord, your god, who
takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will

words, “Mary, did you know,
that when you kissed your little
baby, you kissed the face of
God? Mary, did you know?”

Jesus’ key purpose for
coming into this world is for
the redemption of fallen man.
The price He paid on the cross
meets the need of all mankind,
“...for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God and
are justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that
came by ChristJesus” (Romans
3:23,24).

The perfect Christmas
gift that will proclaim the
gospel message meets two
qualifications: 1.) It must
represent the personality of
the giver, and 2.) It meets the
need of the recipient.

Even people of this world
know the value of a thoughtful
gift. When Pastor John Bisagno
was working as chaplain to the
HoustonOilers,theplayers gave
him an autographed football
which every player had signed
inscribed with a Scripture from
the Bible. Whenever he looks
at the football, it reminds him
of every player to whom he
ministered the Word of God as
chaplain.

Christians, among the gifts
you give this year, give some
thatreflect the Christ wholives
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ANSWER OUR PRAYERS!
Loving married couple wishes to
adopt newborn into a home filled
with happiness,security and love.
Call for more info 1-800-492-
2011.

Help Wanted

Partners In Excellence OTR
Drivers APU Equipped Pre-Pass
EZ-pass passenger policy. 2012
& Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. Butler Transport 1-800-
528-7825 www.butlertransport.
com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Drivers - CDL-A. Train and
work for us! Professional,
focused CDL training available.
Choose Company Driver, Owner
Operator, Lease Operator or Lease
Trainer. (877) 369-7885 www.

CentralTruckDrlvng obs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or driveforprime.com

Misc. For Sale

Special Gov’t Programs for
Mobile Homes $0 Down for Land
Owners. FREE Const Loans. Will
match yourtax refund upto $8,000.
Used Homes $29,900-$59,900.
All Credit Types Accepted. Habla
Espanol! 866-858-6862

Sporting Goods

GUN SHOW DEC. 27-28-29
FRI 1-6, SAT. 9-5 & SUN. 9-3
WICHITAKANSASCOLISEUM
(I-35 & EAST 85TH STREET
NORTH) BUY-SELL-TRADE
INFO: (563) 927-8176

DRIVERS NEEDED

Daws Trucking needs OTR company drivers for
newer trucks and flatbed trailers. Great benefits
package. Must be 23 years old, with OTR experi-
ence & flatbed experience, have a current CDL

celebrate the birth of the Savior
who came into the world to save
people from their sins. Lile
Before you can select the 1.26-56
perfect Christmas gift,one that
will proclaim the message of

1.57-80

help you.” Find your success in God’s House this year.

Weekly Scripture Reading

Luke Luke John John Luke
2.21-52

21-20 1118 1.19-34

Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society

©2013, Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P.0. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com

Philippians

in you and expresses the need
of the recipients to receive
Christ as Savior and Lord.
Have a Joyous Christmas
celebrating the Greatest Gift!

1.1-30

THE SPONSORS OF THIS oot Drug Slove
Prescription Specialists
CHURCH PAGE DO SO IP Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
WITH PRIDE IN OUR _I US 102 S. State - Norton, Kansas
COMMUNITY Phone 785-877-2721
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 2.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company All Creatures Vet Clinic
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Veterinary Service for
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Large and Small Animals
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Dr. Steven L. Graf (Owner)
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 5761 Road E12 - Almena, KS 67622
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-669-2227

Edwardjones Philip J. Iserhagen

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING | 1nancial Advisor

418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas
Bus. 785-877-3373 * TF 855-877-3373
philip.isernhagen@edwardjones.com
Fax: 877-479-6130 * www.edwardjones.com

Town and Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet and Evening Specials
Party and Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.

Brenda Sanders, Owner and Staff
East Hwy. 36 - 877-3511 - Norton, Kansas

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl «Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

Abel Tree Service
- Rov ABEL -

Fully Insured * Bucket Truck
 FREE ESTIMATES +
Stump Grinder
Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas

American
Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life * Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

and a clean MVR. O/O Welcome. EOE
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Contact Gayle
800-372-4801
M-F 8am-4pm
Milford, NE

Free Estimates and Free Inspection

Aqua Shield

AQUA SHIELD Roofing and

Construction

Owners: Michael Perry
and (Luis) Angel Guzman

ASPHALT e TILE
METAL « WOODSHAKES

Fully Insured
References Available
Serving Western Kansas

Vinyl and Steel Siding
Cement Board Siding
and Vinyl Windows

503 E. Frontier Parkway Oberlin, KS

785-475-2533
TOLL FREE 800-556-0876

DECRA®

STONE COATED STEEL ROOFING SYSTEM

"Ghood Ghrief!"
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