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art of Your Lif
WEEKLY SERMONETTE

“Our Pmyer As We Get Older”

By Pastor Lyn Linde, Norton First United Methodist Church

And now, in my old age,
don’t set me aside.

Don’t abandon me when my
strength is failing.Psalm 71:9

We Americans venerate
youth. Our screens and
magazines are filled with the
lithe, youthful bodies of stars
and models. As they age, many
of them will have multiple
cosmetic surgeries to prolong
their young appearance. Those

Ifyou’re moving alongin years—
and which of us isn’t?—perhaps
you can echo the prayer of Psalm
71:9: “And now, in my old age,
don’tsetme aside. Don’tabandon
me when my strength is failing.”
Evenifourculture marginalizes us
and our bodies betray us, we yearn
for God’s affirmation and love. We
want to continue to be used for
God’s purposes in the world. We
want our work, no matter whether

we call ourselves “retired” or not,
to matter for God’s kingdom.
The good news is that God
does indeed continue to love us,
value us, and use us as we age. In
fact, often the wisdom that comes
from decades of faithfulness
contributes more to the kingdom
than the zeal of youth. If we
steward well the gifts God has
given us, if we continue to offer
ourselves to him for his purposes,

God will indeed use us even
in our old age, even when our
strengthisn’t whatitusedtobe.

Can you relate personally to
the prayer of Psalm 71:9? Why
or why not? Are you offering
your whole self to God, even
as you get older? If you are
young and strong, how do you
envision your life as you age?
Are you open to the wisdom
and collegiality of those who

of us who will never grace the

covers of the magazines by the
grocery checkout lines may,
nevertheless, do whatever we
canto prolong the semblance of
ouryouth. We wantto be young,
or to look young, at any rate.
Why? Why do we try so
hard to maintain that which
naturally recedes as the years
pass? Partly, it’s hard to feel
that we are losing our strength,
whether physical or mental.
I hate it when I can’t easily
remember aname, something
was once able to do effortlessly.
And it bugs me that, no matter
how often I work out in the
gym, I just cannot lift as much
weight as I was once able to
lift. As I get older, I am losing
strength, both intellectual and
physical. And I don’t like it.
Moreover, because we
live in a society that adores
youthfulness, older folk can,
in the words of Psalm 71:9, be
“set aside.” A friend of mine in
the entertainment business says
that, when it comes to writing
television comedies, you’'re

Before You Turn the Key
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Today we often hear the term “road rage” - it appears that the
impatience resulting from the stress of daily life can take its toll and
turn average people into snarling maniacs. How can we “cure” this
condition? Perhaps the key lies in what we do before we turn the
key. Daily Bible reading and prayer are necessities for a sane society.
Without them we can lose our sense of serenity. In His Word we
find direction for our priorities and reassurance for our lives. In
prayer we find connection with Him. Worship regularly to keep
your spirit in touch with God and tune Him in with prayer each
day before you turn the key.

Weekly Scripture Reading

are older than you?

Gracious God, to be honest,
and being anything less than
honest with you is silly, I'm
not happy that I can relate
to the prayer of Psalm 71:9.
Much of me wishes I weren’t
entering “old age.” I wish my
body were more youthful, my
mind more astute. I don’t like
the aches and pains that come
out of nowhere. And I really
don’t enjoy the thought that I
mightberegarded as irrelevant
because of my age.

Of course, I cannot manage
how others might react to me.
But I can cry out to you in
the words of Psalm 71. As I
get older, Lord, don’t set me
aside. Continue to use me for
your purposes, perhaps even
more powerfully because of the
wisdom and grace that come
with age. Don’t abandon me
when my strength is failing,
Lord.EvenifIcan’tremember
all that I once remembered or
lift all that I once was able to
lift, may my mind and body be
used for your work and your
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Adoption
WARM,FUN,PROFESSIONAL
Couple Eager To Provide Your
Child Love And Happiness
Forever. Expenses Paid. Ann
and Peter. Call 1-800-593-1730
annpeter102@gmail.com or go
to www.annandpeter.info.

For Sale

PIANO SPECIALS! 12 Yamaha
vertical pianos from $40/month;
high-end Clavinova, $1888;
Kimball baby grand $4488; New
digital baby grand, polished
ebony, $2988. Mid-America
Piano, Manhattan, 1-800-950-
3774 www.piano4u.com

Help Wanted

Heavy Equipment Operator
Training! Bulldozers, Backhoes,
Excavators. 3 Weeks Hands
On Program. Local Job
Placement Assistance. National
Certifications. GI Bill Benefits
Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

Help Wanted

“Partners In Excellence” OTR
Drivers APU Equipped Pre-Pass
EZ-pass passenger policy. 2012
& Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. Butler Transport 1-800-
528-7825

Experience The QSI Advantage

24x24x

Quality Structures, Inc.

16’ x 7’ Overhead Door * One Entry Door

Price Includes DELIVERY & INSTALLATION On Your Level Site.
Travel Charges May Apply

AND ON-SITE CONSULTATION

800-374-6988

MATERIAL KITS NOW AVAILABLE n

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: CDL-A. Train and work
for us! Professional, focused
CDL training available. Choose
Company Driver, Owner
Operator, Lease Operator or Lease
Trainer. (877) 369-7885 www.
CentralTruckingDrivingJobs.
com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
DRIVERS: Transport America
has Dedicated and Regional
openings! Variety of home time
options; good miles & earnings.
Enjoy Transport America’s great
driverexperience! TAdrivers.com
or 866-204-0648.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Exp. Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay! 800-
277-0212 or primeinc.com

LASSIFIEDS

OPEN FOR BUSINESS ||
7 DAYS A WEEK!

e $8,490

FREE ESTIMATES

www.qualitystructures.com
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M Aﬁi.:f fgg ojp‘.z\’!sﬁi Financial Advisor - Rov ABEL - “Prescription Specialists” S|UIB[P E A E
418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas Fully Insured * Bucket Truck Hallmark Cards and T|S|A[R N N O|L]|O[S
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hilip.isernhagen@edwardjones.com Stump Grinder 102'5. State - Norton, Kansas
Fax?8771-)479-6130g . gww_edwjardjones.com Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721 a% -IIE- E ; i lil (_?
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc. wlAIR[M L Y; E -
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton EITIAIE . A NlolL D
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”
Aaron R. White, DVM Lawn Care Equipment 117 N. Kansas | [R{O]N Y T | [DIE]A
Sarah Ketter] White, DVM *Toro *Lawnboy *Stihl Chain Saws Norton, Kansas RIEINI|T @) E LIOIAI|ID
Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016 DIEIE U S EIRIRIS
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 2.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. * Dozer Work Equipment Rental S :DO KM
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas Fun By The
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 | 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554 8 1 2 Numbers
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank 7 9 5|6 #ﬁgnp%f’lﬁgve
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive 1 2 sudoku. This
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank” 3 > gﬂggl ;’mﬁ'ﬂg\, .
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC you hooked from
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas 1 516 tsraeu Tomen: you
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341 9 3 4 | shaen your
pencil and put
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company All Creatures Vet Clinic 5 4|1 gl L ;?g?ﬁg st
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Veterinary Service for
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Large and Small Animals
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Dr. Steven L. Graf (Owner) 6 811
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 5761 Road E12 - Almena, KS 67622 ey vy——
Phone 785-877-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner Phone 785-669-2227 Here’s How It Works:

Lee Hardy Construction LLC
New Construction * Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

Town and Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet and Evening Specials
Party and Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.

Brenda Sanders, Owner and Staff
East Hwy. 36 - 877-3511 - Norton, Kansas

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

The Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper
215 South Kansas Avenue, Norton
Phone 785-877-3361
Fax: 785-877-3732
Email: nortontelegram@nwkansas.com

American
Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeier, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life * Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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