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By Kirk Kasson, Pastor, Almena Congregational Church

Romans 8:19-25 (NLT)

<http://biblehub.com/
romans/8-19.htm>19For all
creation is waiting eagerly for
that future day when God will
reveal who his children re-
ally are. <http://biblehub.com/
romans/8-20.htm>20Against
its will, all creation was sub-
jected to God’s curse. But with
eager hope, <http://biblehub.

natural for each of us to ask why
bad things can happen to inno-
cent people. We seem to have an
inborn sense of justice that allows
catastrophe to happen to wicked
people, or even the foolish or ir-
responsible, but when someone
suffers tragically through no fault
of their own our notion of fairness
demands an explanation.

After Monday’s devastating

tornado in Moore, OK, I saw a
report of a person claiming God
had spared them from death, and
I wondered how this story would
feel to afamily who wasn’t spared
the loss of aloved one. Does God
capriciously spare some and not
others? If I lost someone in my
family to an impartial tornado,
would I resent God for sparing
others but not mine?

The Bible’s answer to the
problem of unjust suffering
is not a capricious God, but a
broken world. Our planetisnot
functioning as it used to. We
didn’tuse to lose people to tor-
nados,earthquakes, hurricanes
or lightning. Nor did we die
from cancer or even wild ani-
mals. In the book of Genesis,
chapter 3 we learn thatnot only

com/romans/8-21.htm>21the

did man receive consequences

creation looks forward to the
day when it will join God’s
children in glorious freedom
from death and decay. <http://
biblehub.com/romans/8-22.
htm>22For we know that all
creation has been groaning as
in the pains of childbirth right
up to the present time. <http://
biblehub.com/romans/8-23.
htm>23And we believers also
groan,even though we have the
Holy Spirit within us as a fore-
taste of future glory, for we long
for our bodies to be released
from sin and suffering. We, too,
wait with eager hope for the day
when God will give us our full
rights as his adopted children,
including the new bodies he has
promised us. <http://biblehub.
com/romans/8-24 .htm>24We
were given this hope when we
were saved. (If we already have
something, we don’t need to
hope for it. <http://biblehub.
com/romans/8-25.htm>25But
if we look forward to something
wedon’tyethave, we must wait
patiently and confidently.)
When disaster strikes it is

Acts
2:29-47

day is in praise and prayer..

Memories

We never know what a day will bring..
failure. Knowing this, we must be prepared for the best or the
worst that life can bring, treasuring all the moments that life
holds. We must have the faith to make plans for the future while
making memories in the moment. The best way to begin each
.praise for what the Lord has given
us and prayer for the wisdom to make each moment contribute
to the growth of our spirit. Attend your chosen place of worship
each week; there you will make memories for today and a plan
for eternity with God.

Weekly Scripture Reading

Acts
3:1-26

Acts Acts Acts
41-22  423-37  6:1-15
Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society

Acts
7:1-22

.joy, tragedy, success, or

for his sin, but the earth did as
well. The apostle Paul refers to
this curse in Romans chapter 8
when he writes, “Against its
will, all creation was subjected
to God’s curse.”

Life was fair before the curse,
and the good news is thatit will
be just again. Paul continues,
“But with eager hope, the cre-
ation looks forward to the day
when itwill join God’s children
inglorious freedom from death
and decay. For we know thatall
creation has been groaning as
in the pains of childbirth right
up to the present time.”

And just as Christians look
forward to the time when we
will live in Paradise with new
and complete bodies and un-
stained souls, so we can know
that God will also restore this
earth and remove the curse of
death and decay.

This life can be hard-devas-
tatingly so. Letus comforteach
other withlove,time and provi-
sions,butalso with the promise
of better things to come.

Acts
7:23-43
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" Philip J. Iserhagen Abel Tree Service Moffet Drug Store
Eﬂ:ﬁr ifg !FﬂES?NsG Financial Advisor - Roy ABEL - “Prescription Specialists”
418 E. Holme, Suite B, Norton, Kansas Fully Insured * Bucket Truck Hallmark Cards and
Bus. 785-877-3373 * TF 855-877-3373 *FREE ESTIMATES - Russell Stover Candies
phﬂip‘isernhagen@edwardjOnes‘com Slump Gl”inder 102 S State - NOI”tOIl, Kansas
Fax: 877-479-6130 * www.edwardjones.com Phone 785-871-7275 - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2721
Norton Animal Health Center Engel’s Sales and Service Bridges Group Inc.
Complete Large and Small Animal Service Complete Auto Repair “Serving the Norton
801 W. Holme - Norton - Phone 877-2411 Small Engines and Area Since 1894”

Aaron R. White, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

Lawn Care Equipment
*Toro *Lawnboy*Stihl Chain Saws

117 N. Kansas
Norton, Kansas

Monday thru Friday: 8-5; Saturday: 9-11 a.m. | 209 W. Lincoln - Norton - Phone 877-3391 Phone 785-877-4016
Las Canteras Mexican Restaurant Whitney Construction Nelson Bros.
DAILY SPECIALS and Farms Construction, Inc.
Monday-Thursday: 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m. *Terracing General Contractors
Friday-Sunday: 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. *Dozer Work Equipment Rental
A Family Owned Business — One in a Chain of Eleven *Ponds 12862 Lower Dam Road - Norton, Kansas
203 W. Washington, Norton - 785-874-4074 9499 Rd E3 - Norton - Phone 785-877-3745 Phone (785) 877-2554
Ag Valley Pizza Hut/Taco Bell First State Bank
Co-operative Come Join Us for Our “Your Progressive
Elevator - Service Station “SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET” Community Bank”
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton Pizza, Pasta, Salad and Dessert MEMBER FDIC
Clayton Branch - FREE COFFEE or TEA 105 W. Main - Norton, Kansas
Phone 785-693-4522 W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - Phone 877-3359 Phone 785-877-3341
Mainstreet Security Abstract Company Bailey Electric
IGA Abstracters Title Insurance Agents Serving Norton and Decatur County
“Your Local Affiliated Prompt - Efficient - Confidential Residential and Commercial
Full Service Grocer” 214 E. Washington - Norton Licensed and Insured
313 W. Main - Norton, Kansas Phone 785-877-2141 Bucket Truck Service
Phone 785-8717-2422 Jolene L. Weiser, Owner 785-871-1967 - Mark Bailey

Lee Hardy Construction LLC
New Construction ¢ Concrete
Roofing * Remodeling *Decks
— Electrical * Rental Service —
874-4315 or 871-0832-1120 N. State, Norton

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt
McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers - Realtors
*Farm * Estate *Antiques *Households
113 N. State - Norton - Phone 877-3299

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential and Commercial
*Carpet *Sheet Vinyl *Tile
Levolor Blinds - Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton, Kansas
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE ESTIMATES

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Oberlin, P.A.
N. Hwy. 83, Oberlin, Kansas (North of Sale Barn)

785-4'75-3808 - 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. * Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

24-Hour Emergency Service

American
Family Insurance
Curt Wahlmeter, Agent
*Auto *Home *Health *Life *Commercial
“All Your Protection Under One Roof”
111. W. Washington, Norton - 877-5802

Town and Country Kitchen
Daily Lunch Buffet and Evening Specials
Party and Banquet Facilities Available
Open 6:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.

Brenda Sanders, Owner and Staff
East Hwy. 36 - 877-3511 - Norton, Kansas
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Help Wanted

CONTRACT SALESPER-
SONS sell aerial photography
of farms, commission basis,
$7,000-$10,000/month. Proven
product and earnings, Travel re-
quired. More info at msphotosd.
com or call 877/882-3566

Help Wanted

MONTE VISTA COOQOP seeks
Operations Manager for strong
full service cooperative. Back-
ground experience in Grain,
Agronomy,Energy, Farm Stores
a plus. Send resumes to Allen.
Robinson@chsinc.com

Help Wanted

“Partners In Excellence” OTR
Drivers APU Equipped Pre-Pass
EZ-pass passenger policy. 2012
& Newer equipment. 100% NO
touch. Butler Transport 1-800-
528-7825

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Drivers: Training,Class A-CDL.
Train and work for us! Profes-
sional and focused training for
your Class A-CDL. You choose
between Company Driver,Own-
er Operator, Lease Operator or
Lease Trainer. (877) 369-7885
www.centraltruckingdriving-
jobs.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver

Exp.Flatbed Drivers: Regional
opportunities now open with
plenty of freight & great pay!
800-277-0212 or primeinc.com

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
FOREMEN to lead utility field
crews. Outdoor physical work,
many positions, paid training,
$17/hr. plus weekly performance
bonuses after promotion, living
allowance when traveling,com-
pany truck and benefits. Must
have strong leadership skills,
good driving history, and able
to travel in Kansas and nearby
States. Email resume to Re-
cruiter6@osmose.com or apply
online at www.OsmoseUltilities.
com. EOE M/F/D/V

Misc.

AIRLINE CAREERS - Become
an Aviation Maintenance Tech.
FAA approved training. Finan-
cial aid if qualified - Housing
available. Job placement assis-

tance. Call

Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance 888-248-7449.

Misc.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home. *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Criminal Justice, *Hospi-
tality. Job placement assistance.
Computer and Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV authorized.
Call 888-220-3977 www.Cen-
turaOnline.com

Brought fo you in part by
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism

Governor’s Flint Hills Freedom Ride
June 1, Topeka - Council Grove

Join Kansas Governor Brownback and
hundreds of others on a 100-mile
motorcycle ride on the Native Stone
and Flint Hills Scenic Byways.
fhfreedomride.ksoutdoors.com

Echoes of the Trail Cowboy Gathering
June 7-9, Fort Scott

Celebrate America’s Western Heritage!
Western songs, stories, arts & crafts,
chuck wagon food, wagon train, trail
ride and more at FSCC.

{620) 223-0736, echoesofthetrail.com

Get your State Parks Passport & Save!
Save $10 on an annual State Park
Permit and gain access to recreational
* # opportunities at all
Kansas State Parks.
Get your State Parks
Passport when
registering your vehicle in Kansas.
Visit ksoutdoors.com for more info.

pORT

FREE Travel & Outdoor Guides

Visit the new

request your FREE -
copies of the 2013 = ﬁﬂﬁ
Official Kansas Travel 2

TravelKS.com and
Guide and Kansas Outdoors.

KANSAS! Magazine

Every issue tells a story through
inspiring words and exceptional
photography that captures the beauty
and essence of the state.

Order today at KansasMag.com
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